
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 

BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,    SUNBURY,  WILDWOOD 

ON WURUNDJERI COUNTRY 
      ————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office:  101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429   Ph: 9744 1060  Office Hours: Mon - Thur 9am -1pm  Fri 9am - 5pm   
                                              Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Newsletters are available on the parish website 
olmcsunbury.com 

Our parish is committed to the Safety, Wellbeing and 
Dignity of all, including children and vulnerable adults. 

 

LITURGY TIMES: ALL AT ST ANNE’S CHURCH 

Saturday 5.30pm - Sunday Mass 
Sunday            8.30am 
Sunday          10.30am 
          11.45am - Baptisms 
Wednesday       9.30am 
          12.30pm - Funeral - Maria Rodrigues 

Thursday         11.00am - Funeral - Clementine  

             Joury 

Fri            9.30am 
  
   

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 10am - 10.30am   St Anne’s Church 

Parish Priest:   Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Pastoral Assoc:    Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:   Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School:  8746 6800 
Principal:    Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:   Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:   Krystine Hocking 
 

8 January 2023  
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

First Reading:            Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm Response:      Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 

Lord, every natin on earth will adore you. 
Second Reading:       Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Gospel Acclamation:  Matthew 2:2 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:      Matthew 2:1-12 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Kerry BAILEY, Karina BURNS,  

Judy DAVIS, Larry DAVIS, Aileen JOHNSTON,   
Moira KELLY, Claire KENNY  
Andrena MCGOVERN-TAYLOR, Jema MIRANDA 
Cindy MORRISSEY, John O’MEARA, Bob POWLES, 
Beverley RIPPE, Thomas SILVEIRA, Andrew SWANN, 
Elaine VAN DER WEERDEN, Lauro VISTAN, Doris 
WILLIAMSON 
 

  
Recently deceased:  Pope BENEDICT XVI, 
Gerard D’CRUS, Juzappa HABER Clementine 
JOURY, Maria RODRIGUES, Thomas WOODS 
 
 
Anniversaries: James MCGOVERN 
 

 

STARS AND SEEKERS AFTER TRUTH 
There is a fascination with stars: their beauty shining and sparkling in the dark cano-
py of the night; amazement and wonder at their number and extent. 
And who amongst us hasn’t stolen a furtive glance at the horoscopes, half humor-
ously checking ‘what the stars hold for me’. 
The Magi, the wise men in today’s gospel story, were not like the writers of our horo-
scope columns. They were astronomers – astrologers from ancient religions found to 
‘the East’ of Bethlehem, perhaps modern day Iraq or Syria.  
In particular, they would have thought that the birth of those destined to be great fig-
ures would be signalled by unusual constellations of events in the night sky. They 
really believed that stars greatly influenced and controlled the destiny of human be-
ings. 
But, these Magi were open to the insights of other religious traditions. And it was that 
combination of their own religion of astrology and their reading about Jewish expec-
tations of a wonderful person who would inaugurate a new epoch of history, which 
led them to:  
To what? To whom?  
To Jesus, in a nondescript dwelling, in a nondescript town, hovered over by an ex-
hausted Mary and a protective Joseph. 
This would be a most unexpected culmination of their journey. 
Yet, because they were genuine seekers after truth, they were open enough to see in 
this baby what their own religious teaching had prepared them for, even as they were 
led beyond that religious system. 
They were the first non-Jewish people to kneel before that infant. They did homage 
to this baby. Why? I think it was because they realised that the stars did not control 
this infant. 
On the contrary: ‘There is something in this baby which caused the night sky to re-
spond. This baby is responsible for the movement of the stars!’ 
They were sufficiently filled with wonder that they preserved the child from the deadly 
schemes of Herod, not reporting where they had found him. 
And, then they returned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a 
different journey after encountering the Child.  
What does this Gospel passage hold for us today?   
Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the manger? 
In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting each and every 
one to become seekers after Truth. 
People may be trapped in the limiting language of their astrology or Buddhism, or an 
ideology such as atheism or whatever. Of course, those systems of thought cannot 
save anyone. 
But, individually and personally, Buddhists and atheists and astrologers can be set 
on a journey towards ‘the Love which moves the sun and all the stars’ (Dante).  
As a person responds to the (often anonymous) prompting of the Holy Spirit and tries 
to lead a good humane life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw 
them into the saving life of God.  
This is where we differ drastically from some fundamentalists. The Catholic Church 
believes that the billions in China and India, who have never heard the Gospel, can 
be saved. 
But, such persons, even leading humane lives, do not savour the fullness of Truth as 
we do with the privilege of having the scriptures and the sacraments. Where it is pos-
sible, we are obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth. That Truth which we 
have the privilege of understanding leads us to accept the claims made on us by the 
baby to whom the Astrologers paid homage:                                                         
                    PTO 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, valuing 
one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



We understand and accept  
that He is the Body Language of God, 
that He is ‘God with us’, Emmanuel, 
that He is The Answer to all the seeking after truth and the yearning 
of the human heart. 
O come, let us adore Him. 
© Fr Michael Tate 
 

‘Month’s Mind’ Mass—St Patrick’s Cathedral 
A memorial Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI will be celebrated 
by Archbishop Peter A Comensoli at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Sun-
day 29 January at 6.30pm—approximately one month after his 
death. All are welcome. 
 
Our Prayerful Sympathy 
We offer to the family of Clementine Joury aged 102 years, who 
entered eternal life on 25 December 2022. Born of French and Ital-
ian parents in Jerusalem, her fiancé, a soldier died in the war. After 
the war in 1945, the government sold her family home. Clementine 
came to our Parish in 1999 where she was cared for by her niece 
Lilian until a few years ago when Clementine entered Calvary Aged 
Care. Her Funeral Mass will be on 12 January at 11am concluding 
at Melbourne General Cemetery. 
 
Our Prayerful Sympathy 
We offer to the family of Maria Rodrigues who aged 95 years en-
tered eternal life on 29 December at the home of her daughter 
Elena who has cared for her mother since she came to Sunbury in 
2007. 
Maria was born in Goa, India and married Tiago in Pakistan.  They 
have four children. Marie was a devout catholic. Her Funeral will be 
on Wednesday at 12.30pm  concluding at the Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
Parish Bingo 
Will be back  this Thursday January 12th, 2023 to commence cel-
ebrations for our 30th Year of Major Bingo!! Eyes down, 7.30pm, 
Sunbury Bowling Club 49 Riddell Road. All welcome. Enquiries to 
Gary 0419301760 or Graeme 0417503527  
 

Parish Assembly Sunday 5th February 11.30am - 3.00pm 
2023 is upon us already. What are your new year’s resolutions for 
the parish? What dreams and burning ideas do you have? Jot them 
down for sharing with fellow parishioners at the Parish Assembly 
coming up all too soon. 
Less than a month to go! Experience our Parish Vision in action -
Christ-like relationships of friendship and faith, valuing one another 
and sharing our gifts for the good of all - respectfully listening to, 
and learning from, one another. 

 
 

 

 

Melbourne Catholic Schools 
In 2021, a new organisational structure was set up to inspire and 
enable every student to flourish and enrich the world. Over 180 
years, our schools have provided the best education possible 
forming lives of faith, hope and love. Now there are 112,000 stu-
dents in nearly 300 schools which have a staff of 16,000. The 
new structure is MACS—Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic 
Schools. 
 
Catholic Care Victoria 
This year, 31,691 Victorians of all ages were helped disrupting 
disadvantage and helped to ‘live to the full’. Services provided 
were counselling, social housing, homeless services, prison min-
istry, bushfire and flood recovery. 
 
Made for More: Visions of the Promised Land creatively 
blends live music, media and sacred art for an evening of 
beauty and reflection on the meaning of life, love and human 
destiny. Join Christopher West and team as they offer a vision of 
the Gospel through the lens of St John Paul II’s Theology of the 
Body. Choose from: Tuesday 24 January 2023, St Francis of 
Assisi Parish Hall, 290 Childs Rd, Mill Park. Wednesday 25 
January 2023, St Mary’s Community Centre, 26 New Street, 
Dandenong. Schedule: 6pm - food for purchase, 7pm start, 
9.30pm finish Open to all. All children under 18 years must be 
supervised by an adult. Tickets: $25 general, $10 concession/
student, free for children 10 and under. Register: 
www.trybooking.com/CETXQ 
 
 Religious Items Shop 
2023 Columban Calendars still ONLY $10 each. ‘More with Je-
sus’ is a 30-day faith exploration resource intended to help Cath-
olics reflect on the significance of their baptism. Still only $6.00 
Please order your copy Now and Don’t be disappointed. Order at 
Religious items shop by leaving your name and mobile number. 
Reflections can be started anytime next year. Come and visit the 
store if we don't have it we can order it in. Inquires call Joseph 

Spiteri on 0477 677 248.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The weekday Masses will resume on 
Wednesday 11 January 2023. 
 
Please submit any articles to be included in the newsletter 
by WEDNESDAY 5PM.  This is due to the reduced office 
hours. Thankyou. 
 
Thanks and Farewell 
Today, Reverend Stan Clarke leads his last worship as he retires 
from his ministry at St Andrew’s Uniting Church, Sunbury after 
five and a half years. He has been very involved in the Combined 
Churches of Sunbury (formally called LEC), the ministers’ fellow-
ship and the Sunbury Chorale. 
Stan will continue to serve part time at the Melbourne Office of 
the Uniting church. We wish Stan and his wife a blessed future. 


