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Parish Office:  101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429   Ph: 9744 1060  Office Hours: Mon - Thur 9am -1pm  Fri 9am - 5pm   
                                              Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Newsletters are available on the parish website 
olmcsunbury.com 

 
MASS TIMES: ALL AT ST ANNE’S CHURCH 

 
Saturday  5.30pm 
Sunday  8.30am 
Sunday  10.30am 
Wednesday 9.15am 
Friday  9.15am 
   

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 10am-10.30am St Anne’s Church 

No Bookings Required 
 

Parish Priest:   Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Pastoral Assoc:    Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:   Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School:  8746 6800 
Principal:    Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:   Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:   Krystine Hocking 
 

20 March 2022  
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

First Reading:             Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
Psalm Response:         Psalm 102:1-4, 6-8, 11 

The Lord is kind and merciful 
Second Reading:      1 Corinthians 10:1-6,10-12 

Gospel Acclamation:    Matthew 4:17 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Repent, says the Lord;  
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Gospel:        Luke 13:1-9 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 

Sick: Nancy ALLEN Val CARR Marie EL-
LIOTT Terry FORAN Frank HEENAN Chris 
HULL Corazorn MALLARI Albert POTENZI-
ANI Clive REES Chris REILLY Jean 
SKILLECORN Marie SULLIVAN Clive 
SUMNERS Matthew WARBURTON   
 
Recently Deceased:  
  
Anniversaries: Tim CHESHIRE Kathleen 
DOOLAN Daryl PERKINS Joyce SWEENEY 
Nicola VANVITELLI 
 
 
Our Parish is committed to the Safety, Wellbeing and 
Dignity of all, including children and vulnerable adults. 

 
 

OUR PATIENT GOD GIVES US A SECOND CHANCE 
In recent weeks, our attention has been focused on two major calamities - the inva-
sion of Ukraine and the floods in New South Wales and Queensland. 
Our gospel today records Jesus mentioning two calamities to his disciples - the killing 
of pilgrims by the brutal military leader, Pontius Pilate, like Putin, and the death of 
eighteen Jews on whom the tower at Siloam in Jerusalem fell - innocent like our flood 
victims. 
 
WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE? 
This question implies that God is punishing good people. In Jesus’ time, it was com-
monly believed that a loving God could not be responsible for terrible calamities that 
befell people, but that these events must somehow be a result of their own sinful-
ness. Jesus rejects this belief that these recent deaths did not mean that they were 
any more sinful than others. They were no more deserving of death than anyone 
else. Indeed, we must not look to the sinfulness of others but to our own need for 
repentance. 
 
GOD’S INFINITE PATIENCE 
The second part of today’s gospel is the parable of the owner of the vineyard which 
tells of God’s infinite patience in dealing with the sinfulness of humans. Despite our 
failings, God will graciously allow us time to produce our best fruit. 
God is depicted as the owner of the vineyard - planting, cultivating and prunes the 
vines to make them fruitful and abundant. 
 
LENT - A HOLY TIME 
We are offered these weeks to re-examine our values, family history, commitment, 
fidelity and growth so as to chart how best we can grow old with God. 
Our Lenten Reflection, facilitated by Jacinta Bright last Thursday gave us the oppor-
tunity to stop, be silent and share how God was acting in our lives “Be still and know I 
am God”. 
Lent is a chance to do some seasonal gardening on ourselves - by prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. We can fertilize our lives by praying the Scripture and receiving the 
Eucharist, the Bread of Life then we can strengthen one another by our mutual care 
and kindness. 
 
HARMONY WEEK 
Begins on Monday to celebrate Australian multiculturalism and the successful inte-
gration of migrants into our community. We are to work to maintain this harmony. The 
message of Harmony Week is everyone belongs. It is about inclusiveness, respect 
and belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic background, unit-
ed by a set of core Australian values. 
Did you know? 49% of Australians were born overseas, or have at least one parent 
who was. 85% of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia. 
(Data from ABS 2016 census) 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAISED BY JEWISH LEADERS 
Marie van der Zyl, president and Michael Wegier, CEO of Board of Deputies of Brit-
ish Jews met Pope Francis in Rome last month. Marie said later: “It was an amazing 
experience. He was warm, charming and gracious. It is good to remember that we 
Jews have friends”.  (The Jewish Chronicle) She thanked the Pope for speaking out 
against antisemitism and emphasised the importance of the relationship between 
Catholic and Jewish communities in the UK. 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, valuing 
one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



POPE FRANCIS IN FINE FORM 
Last month, Christopher Lamb a Rome journalist for “the British Catholic 
magazine “The Tablet” introduced his wife and three children to Pope 
Francis in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican. His youngest son Tom began to 
cry. “When they see a man dressed in white, they think it is a doctor and 
get worried,” Francis joked. He held Tom’s hand for a family photo. Chris-
topher wrote: “this is a Pope who has no plans to resign and has plenty of 
gas left in the tank>“ (Tablet-26 February 2022) 
 
INFORMATION ON PERMANENT DIACONATE 
Will be given at a session at Catholic Theological College, East melbourne 
on Saturday 2 April—10am to 11.45am. The Diaconate is open to single 
and married men wanting to serve God and the Church as ordained minis-
ters. Enquiries 99265733. 
 
3 MILLION AUSTRALIANS LIVING IN POVERTY 
A new major report from the Bankwest Economics Centre states those in 
poverty include nearly 750,000 children. 
Monique Earmons, director of Catholic Social Services Australia said that 
as shocking as the report is the findings for women are even worse. The 
report reveals a clear gender gap in poverty in Australia, with young wom-
en and women approaching retirement most worse off.  (More detail in 
melbourne.catholic.org). 
 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE 
Has published a notice on the noticeboard in the church foyer of contact 
details if you suspect abuse of a vulnerable person. The details are also on 
our parish website. 
     ….Kevin McIntosh 
 
COMMENTARY FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 2022 
The Parable of the owner of the vineyard tells us of God’s infinite patience 
in dealing with the sinfulness of humans. Despite our failings, God will 
graciously allow us time to produce our best fruit. 
The theme of this Gospel ….God’s forgiveness and love….will be taken up 
in the gospels of the next two weeks. 
In what ways can we make our life more fruitful? 
Our Lenten Reconciliation night will be on Wednesday 30 March at 7.30 
Is this a way we can have a second chance to bear good fruit? 
May we attend carefully this week to cultivate our relationship with God. 
Be still and know your God. 
 

SUNBURY WINTER SHELTER:  You are cordially invited to attend the 
Annual General Meeting of the newly incorporated Sunbury Winter Shelter. 
You may become a member of SWS (Inc.) at this meeting  and then you 
are entitled to exercise voting rights. 
The meeting will be held at: 
St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, corner Brook and Barkly Streets,  
Sunbury, at 7.30pm, March 30. 
All Executive Committee positions will be declared vacant. 
Maybe you are considering furthering your commitment to the programme 
and wish to nominate for a position:  
Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Venue Co-ordinators are normally nominated by our partner churches but 
this year we have two shelter nights that are available for nomination: 
Venue Co-ordinator/s for Tuesday  
Venue Co-ordinator/s for Sunday  
Your consideration of these positions would be appreciated.  Nomina-
tions will close COB March 23.  Hand deliver to Secretary SWS, 32 Full-
wood Drive, Sunbury, mail to: PO Box 206, Sunbury or email to: 
imo27704@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
 
 

The following children from our parish will be baptised this  
Sunday: 
Imogen MAGUIRE  
Elizabeth NICHOLSON 
Hudson O’DOHERTY 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 

 
EVERGREENS  
Will be having a Social afternoon in the Parish Centre on Tuesday 22 
March from 12.30pm. Please bring a plate to share. Come along and 
bring your friend. For more info or transport contact Joe 0477 677 248. 
 
**PARISH BINGO** 
Our weekly session continues every Thursday at 7.30pm. Get a few 
friends together and come along and join in the fun. 
Enquiries to Gary Plummer 0419 301 760 
 
 
POP-UP VACCINE HUB 
Sponsored by Sunbury Community Health will be available on Friday 18 
March in Sunbury. Bookings are essential, no walk-ins will be available. 

Contact 0406 174 764. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL is here to help. 
Anyone requiring assistance or help of any kind, please ring 1800 305 
330 so members of our Sunbury Conference can assist you. 
John Stafford | JP | Sunbury Conference President 
St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria  
M  |0411 151 663 

sunbury.conf.pres@svdp-vic.org.au 

EASTER BISCUIT BAKE FOR PRISONERS 
Prison Fellowship Australia has hopes of delivering 70,000 homemade 
biscuits to the 8,000 prisoners in Victoria’s prisons to share God’s love 
for every inmate this Easter. The biscuits must be homemade, crisp, nut
-free, in a disposal container. Sunbury Drop Off is Meryl Plaschke, 10 
Knightsbridge St, Sunbury, 0400 838 265 by April 3. More details on 
noticeboard. 
 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA –UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL 
The people of Ukraine are living through a crisis that will impact the 
country for years to come. Caritas Australia has launched an appeal to 
support Caritas Ukraine and other partners in the region. The appeal 
will support the provision of clean water, hygiene and food kits to vulner-
able families, as well as safe collection centres for families on the move, 
emergency accommodation and support for distressed children and 
families.  
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/ or con-
tact 1800 024 413. 
 
FLOOD APPEAL—SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
The floods in Queensland and New South Wales are having a devastat-
ing effect on the people living in these regions of Australia. For those 
wishing to support the long term recovery work to be undertaken by St 
Vincent de Paul Society in Queensland and New South Wales, financial 
donations can be made either directly to either state through: 
www.vinnies.org.au-Flood appeal - St Vincent de Paul Society -Good 
Works(vinnies.org.au) or by calling-Queensland-(07) 3010 1000 or New 
South Wales-(02) 9568 0262. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Fri  25 March  2pm      Finance & Development Committee–  
     St Anne’s Meeting Room 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Stations of the Cross are organized every Friday from 6.30pm at St 

Anne’s Church and all are welcome to join in. 


