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Mass Times: all at St Anne’s Church 
Fri             6.00pm Christmas Mass 
 8.00pm Christmas Mass 
 10.00pm Christmas Mass 
Sat           8.30am Christmas Mass 
 10.30am  Christmas Mass 
Sun 8.30am Mass 
 10.30am  Mass 
Thu 10.30am Mass—Riddell Gardens 
 2.00pm Funeral Mass—Sinead Boyle 
Fri 2.30pm Mass—Calvary Goonawarra 
Sat 10.00am Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 5.30pm Sunday Mass 
Sun 8.30am Sunday Mass 
 10.30am Sunday Mass 
 
           
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Priest Assisting:    Fr Brian Ahearn SDB 
                   Fr Frank Moloney SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

26 December 2021  
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS MARY & JOSEPH 

First Reading:              1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 83:2-3, 5-6, 9-10  
How happy they who dwell in your house, O 

Lord. 
Second Reading:      1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
Gospel Acclamation:   Acts 16:14 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Open our hearts O Lord, to listen to the words 

of your Son. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:        Luke 2:41-52 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Val CARR Terry FORAN Rose HABER 
Frank HEENAN Chris HULL Margaret MCMAH-
ON Albert POTENZIANI Chris REILLY Clive 
SUMNERS Anthony VAN DER WEERDEN Les 
WHORLOW  
 
Recently Deceased: Dan BISHOP Sinead 
BOYLE 
  
Anniversaries: Andrew GROGAN Sydney 
JOHNSTON Bishop Geoff ROBINSON Ronald 
WOLFE 

 
 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

“GOD BECAME POOR THAT WE MIGHT BE RICH” St Paul 
NO MOTELS IN BETHLEHEM FOR BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
Following middle-eastern customs of hospitality, Joseph would seek lodging with his relatives. 
The Greek word ‘translated as inn’ really refers to any sleeping place where one could roll out 
a sleeping blanket after the evening meal. In the middle-east during the winter months, the 
small flock of animals, owned by the family, would be sheltered within the one-room house, 
providing shelter for the animals who gave additional warmth for the family. This is why there 
was a manger, a eating trough within the house. 
 
St Luke gives us the information that the sheep were outside being minded, by the shepherds 
and so their section of the house would have been empty and left with straw—a perfect, se-
cluded place for the birth of a child. 
 
So the Christ-child was not born in a stable, nor in a palace or a mansion. The Lord was join-
ing the poor, God is born a homeless person. Later, Jesus would say he had no where to lay 
his head. In Luke’s gospel, the outcast and downtrodden are at the centre of Jesus’ mission. 
 
THE FIRST WITNESSES TO THE BIRTH 
There are two distinct versions of the Nativity—Matthew’s and Luke’s. In Matthew, it is the 
impressive ‘Wise Men’ who are the focus. In Luke, it is the shepherds. In Jesus’ time shep-
herds were regarded as thieves and cut-throats. They were not trusted. They could not be 
legal witnesses in a court. All they were trusted to do was to care for sheep outside the town-
ships, away from ‘civilised’ society. Due to their work, they did not attend temple worship. 
They held the lowest position in Jewish society. Yet the angel of the Lord appear to them: “I 
bring you news of great joy—a saviour has been born.” (Luke 2:12) 
 
A NEW AGE HAS ARRIVED 
Our gospel today situates the birth of Jesus within Roman rule of the first century—with Cae-
sar Augustus as Roman emperor of the known world. Caesar was called saviour. With Christ, 
the divine is known in the child. 
 
God is portrayed as a valiant liberator championing the cause of justice, bringing freedom 
reversing the ways of war, power and oppression. The new Saviour is the child, weak and 
voiceless, one who has neither power nor legal rights. 
 
The new age has come—the age of God’s fulfilment has arrived. The age of grace and fresh 
hope is made available to all people of good will. Now all people can walk in the newness of 
life and grace. The new age is not yet fully realised. Although we are celebrating Christmas, 
we still await the final coming of the Lord. 
 
Meanwhile, after two years of the pandemic and all its sufferings, we can live with hope and 
joy because our Saviour born today. Later after his resurrection said: “Know that I am with 
you always: yes to the end of time.” (Matthew 28:20) 
Let us rejoice that the love of our God has entered our human story. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR GOLDEN JUBILEE 
On 29 December 1971, Father John Papworth SDB was ordained in his home parish of Coro-
wa by Bishop Francis Carroll of the Diocese of Wagga. We thank God for the blessings the 
People of God have received through the ministry of Father John over these past 50 years. 
Like Pope Francis, John continues in active ministry. 
 
PRAYERS PLEASE 
Three of our parishioners are terminally ill as this newsletter is printed. Please keep them and 
their families in your prayers. 
 
LAP APPEAL 
To provide medication and food to orphans in Jakarta where the Catholic University has a 
special program. Recently our Parishioners donated $8,000 to the LAP program. 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, valuing 
one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



PARISH BINGO CONTINUES 
This year our Bingo will not take a break over Christmas but shall 
continue each Thursday at 7.30pm at the Sunbury Bowling Club, 
Riddell Road. All are welcome to attend. Meals are available before 
the game begins. 
 
MANY THANKS 
To the Parishioners who last Sunday gave me their donations mark-
ing my Golden Jubilee. I am very grateful that I have spent seven-
teen years among you serving as your priest. I feel very blessed to 
work with such good teams and persons. 
 
THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Who have offered to provide music, clean, sanitise the church after 
all seven Masses, who cleaned the church last Saturday morning, 
who prepare the computer material, who offer to read and serve at 
Masses. Our two visiting priests, and who maintain our trees and 
bushes around our church. 
 
ONGOING MAINTENANCE 
Following severe weather last month, the carpet in the Parish Office 
was damaged due to blocked drains—cost $6,100. The refrigerator 
in the Parish Centre is broken and needs to be replaced costing 
$3,290. An air-conditioning unit has been replaced in the church 
costing $4,200. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 
We offer to Eamann Boyle, his son and two daughters as his wife 
Sinead aged 62 years entered eternal life on 23 December. Sinead 
and Eamann are from Tyrone, Ireland, where she was a psychiatric 
nurse. They arrived in Sunbury in 1995. Their daughter Seanan 
entered eternal life this year in July. Sinead’s Funeral will be an 
Thursday at 2.00pm. 
     ...Kevin McIntosh 
 
NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
"Congratulations and welcome to the newest members of our Altar 
Server team, Sean and Travis".  
 
"HONORARY PARISH ACCOUNTANT - We are seeking the help 
of a partly or recently retired Accountant to assist in the administra-
tion of the Parish. Anyone interested should contact the Parish Of-
fice 97441060 to register their interest.  
 

CALVARY GOONAWARRA 
Last month, Goonawarra Aged Care Facility became part of Calvary 
Health Care which was established in Australia in 1885 by the Sis-
ters of the Little Company of Mary—a congregation of Catholic reli-
gious sisters founded in England in 1877. Calvary Health Care in 
Australia now has 14 hospitals, 72 residential and retirement com-
munities and 19 community care service centres.  
   
VINNIES APPEAL 
During December the Christmas Vinnies Appeal allows us to share 
our generosity with those who are less fortunate. A cash donation 
will assist Vinnies in supporting families with vouchers to purchase 
food and gifts suitable for their needs. The appeal will be conducted 
over the weekends of December 18/19 and December 24/25/26. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 

*2022 COLUMBAN CALENDARS*  The 100 years edition of this 
beautiful Calendar is available to purchase at the weekend Mass-
es, for $10 each. Cash only. These calendars make a lovely gift 
for family and friends. 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
The parish office will be closed from Monday 27 December until 
Tuesday 4 January 2022. Please note the new office hours on-
going are 9am - 1pm Monday - Thursday and 9am - 5pm Friday. 
 
 
PRESBYTERY COLLECTION – DIFFERENT WAYS TO  
CONTRIBUTE 
With the introduction of the collection bags as a Covid-safe way 
of contributing to collections at Mass, we thought it appropriate to 
reinforce the four different ways that parishioners can contribute 
to the First (Presbytery) Collection. 
Briefly they are: 
· Using the existing envelope method. 
· Depositing cash in the collection bag at Mass. 
· Using your credit or debit card at the “Tap and Give” terminal 

in the foyer of the church. 
· Direct debiting your bank account with a specific amount by 

nominating the following specific parish presbytery account: 
BSB  083 347 
Account No. 67446 6042 
Account Name: OLMC Parish Presbytery Account 
Contributions you make using any of the above methods will help 
in financially supporting Fr. Kevin  as well as the poorer parishes 
and 101 retired priests from Melbourne parishes. 
Thank you for your support, 
Parish Finance and Development Committee. 
 
OUR MASSES 
Bookings are no longer required. On arrival please QR in. Masks 
are required at all times for those aged over 8 years. Please try to 
socially distance. After each Mass, the Church is sanitised. 
 
POPE FRANCIS’ BIRTHDAY 
On December 17 the Pope turned 85. A Christmas village was 
set up in the Vatican City where children and families, helped by 
the Vatican’s charitable paediatric clinic were invited. Pope Fran-
cis said: “Love for others means that we must look at and listen to  
people’s needs. There are always people who need us, but if we 
don’t look them in the face we will never understand.”  
 
PARISH ACTIVITY DURING COVID RESTRICTIONS 
The parish was still active during the Covid restrictions and man-
aged to have 102 Baptisms, 99 Confirmations and 36 Funerals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the Safety, Wellbeing and Dignity 
of all, including children and vulnerable adults. 

 
 
 
 


