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Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060     
                                              Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Newsletters are available on the parish website 

olmcsunbury.com 
 

Mass Times: all at St Anne’s Church 

Saturday  5.30pm 
Sunday  8.30am 
Sunday               10.30am 
 
Sunday Masses have finally returned. All partici-
pants will need to use Trybooking on our parish 
website, to book prior to Mass. According to the 
Victorian Government regulations, all participants 
must be fully vaccinated and show proof of 
vaccination before entering the church. Online 
Masses continue to be televised. 
 
(Weekday Masses will resume at the end of 
November) 

  
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Priest Assisting:  Fr John Papworth SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:  Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

14 November 2021  
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:              Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 15:5, 8-11  

Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope 
Second Reading:     Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 
Gospel Acclamation:   Luke 21:36 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Be watchful, pray constantly, that you may be 

worthy to stand before the Son of Man. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:        Mark 13:24-32 
 
    LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Angelina ADOUL Miguelito ELMA Rose 
HABER Chris HULL Fr Noel MACKAY     
 
Recently Deceased:  
  
Anniversaries:  Mary FAHEY Fr Bert Fulbrook 

Fred Menzies Jack Segrave 

 

 

Our Parish is committed to the Safe-
ty, Wellbeing and Dignity of all in-

cluding children and vulnerable 
adults. 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Several years ago, the film ‘The Pianist’ won Best Picture at the Oscars. It’s the true story of 
Wladyslaw Szpilman (Brody) who was a celebrated classical pianist in Warsaw during the 
1930s. He came from an affluent and intellectual family. Like all Jews of Warsaw, in Novem-
ber of 1940 the Szpilmans are herded into the Jewish Ghetto. Unlike most of the others 
Wladyslaw comes out each day to work as a cocktail pianist in a Warsaw café. Polish Jews 
and Christians remember and admire his playing. So much so that in the summer of 1942 
while the rest of his family are deported to Treblinka, Wladyslaw is rescued from the train by a 
Jewish collaborator. The Polish resistance hides him in Warsaw. When his whereabouts are 

discovered Wladyslaw goes on the run and survives in a city which barely survives the war.  

Toward the end of the film there is a magnificent scene where the now-skeletal Wladyslaw is 
caught by a Nazi Army officer hiding in one of the few Warsaw houses left standing. He asks 
Szpilman what he did for a living, and then invites him to sit and play the piano in the drawing 
room of the house. In the midst of the almost total destruction of the world around them, 
Wladyslaw enables beauty to have the last word over the horror of war. It changes both men. 
It’s the first time the pianist has played in years, and his concerto touches something human 

in the German soldier which leads him to protect Wladyslaw.  

In today’s Gospel we get a very vivid picture of how the end of the world might break in upon 
us. It’s clear that Mark thought it was going to happen in the lifetime of some of his hearers. It 

didn’t, and many generations later we’re still waiting.  

This is not to say that the reign of God doesn’t regularly break in upon us. Wladyslaw’s play-
ing shows how music can do it. We believe that every day more good is done in the world 
than evil; else this world would destroy itself. And we hold that the source of all love is Christ. 
So, every time we are kind rather than cruel, patient rather than intolerant, generous rather 

than selfish, beautiful rather than ugly, the reign of God bursts into our lives.  

One translation of verse 27 in today’s Gospel reads, ‘Then he will send out the angels and 
gather together his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven’. The whole idea of ‘the elect’ has exercised the imagination of several generations of 
Christians ever since this verse was written. The Protestant Reformation was, in part, based 

on who Christ elects to be his own, how we get elected, and how we stay that way.  

John Calvin was especially interested in this question and he rightly linked the goodness of 
our lives with those elected by Christ. But Calvin and many Catholic scholars have interpreted 

the meaning of this text too narrowly.  

Remembering that Mark thinks the end of the world is soon, that his community is being per-
secuted for their Christian faith and that Christianity has not spread all that far by the time he 
writes this Gospel around 65 AD, it’s somewhat surprising to read that the elect might be 
made up of people who come from the ends of the earth. We can safely assume that at this 
time not many people, beyond the Mediterranean basin, had heard about Christ. Even if this 
more generous and inclusive reading is not what Mark means when he refers to this world, it 
would be mean-spirited of us to imagine that all he means in reference to the elect in heaven 

are only those professing Christians who had died in his lifetime.  

The more consoling reading of who is in the elect, is to understand it as including anyone, 
anywhere, whose life enables faith, hope, love, beauty, justice and peace to break in upon the 

world.  

And so what makes being a Christian so special? We know who’s doing the electing and why, 
and we have each other as we struggle to live out Christ’s reign every day – until he comes 

again. 

       © Richard Leonard SJ 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



MONTH OF NOVEMBER, REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
During the month of November we especially remember our loved 
ones who have died and place the names of those we wish to prayer-
fully remember in our Book of Remembrance. The Book of Remem-
brance will be available at all Masses and you are welcome to email 
the names of loved ones you wish to remember. sun-
bury@cam.org.au 
 
PARISH BINGO’S BACK: Now out of lockdown, ‘MAJOR BINGO’ our 
Parish bingo session is back bigger and better than ever, from THURS-
DAY 25 November. Eyes down 7.30pm at Club Sunbury Bowling Club.  
Covid safe rules apply-all attendees need to be fully vaccinated and social 
distancing needs to be adhered to. Re-launch gifts plus a guaranteed 
$2000 last game jackpot. Come along and join in the fun. Enquiries Gary 
Plummer 0419 301 760. 
 
2022 COLUMBAN CALENDARS: The 100 years edition of this beautiful 
Calendar is available to purchase at the weekend Masses, for $10 each. 
Cash only. These calendars make a lovely gift for family and friends. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
This NATSICC retreat will focus on the understanding of Faith and Spiritu-
ality from both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non- Indigenous 
perspectives.  The event is suitable for those working in a Catholic Con-
text with First Nations Catholics in addition to First Nations people.  
We have adopted a true 'Retreat' format (in difference to a conference 
format) that incorporates quiet time for reflection and a slower, more con-
templative pace. 
We hope to foster healing and mutual respect through sharing and under-
standing. 
 
HEART OF LIFE: 'Advent Anticipation' (in-person reflection event), 
Saturday 27 November 2021, 10am-3.30pm.  We invite you to join us for 
a day of prayer, offering time to make space for anticipation and hope. 
This is an opportunity to pay attention to yourself in the midst of many 
demands. Led by Gail Crisp and Cathy Beaton. Heart of Life Centre for 
Spiritual & Pastoral Formation, Rear 41 Stanhope St, Malvern. Cost $60. 
Book and pay via website www.heartoflife.melbourne, 
email info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tue16 Nov 5pm & 6.30pm    OLMC First Eucharist Celebration 
Wed 17 Nov 11am  “Our Vision Through the Spirit” Parish Centre 
  6.30pm  OSPREY First Eucharist Celebration 
Thu 18 Nov 7.30pm    “Our Vision Through the Spirit” Parish Centre 
Fri 19 Nov 2pm        Parish Finance Committee Parish Centre 

EVERGREENS: The Sunbury Evergreens are having a Christmas 
lunch at the Bowling Club on Tuesday 7 December. All seniors are 
invited. No membership required. Looking forward while being safe. 
All those attending MUST be double vaccinated for Covid 19 with a 
certificate of proof to enter as per Health Department rules. Those 
interested please call Joe on 0477 677 248 as soon as possible. 
 
OUR VISION THROUGH THE SPIRIT: You are invited to join our 
Parish Advent initiative - "Our Vision through the Spirit". A journey of 
3 sessions over 6 weeks where we join in prayer, scripture, reflec-
tion, discussion and personal commitment as we work together with 
the Holy Spirit to bring our Parish Vision to Action. Sessions will be 
conducted in the Parish Centre and you have a choice of day or 
evening sessions. Day sessions will be 1.30pm WEDNESDAYS 17 
November, 1 and 15 December. Evening sessions will be 7.30pm 
THURSDAYS 18 November, 2 and 16 December. Each session is 
planned for 1.5 hours. Please let the Parish Office know which ses-
sion you would like to join - sunbury@cam.org.au or 9744 1060. We 
look forward to seeing your smiling eyes. 
 
BERT NEWTON’S TEACHERS: Most of Bert’s education was at St 
Joseph’s College, North Fitroy given by the Marist Brothers finishing 
in 1954. Bert so appreciated their care and education he kept in con-
tact with some of the Brothers. A few years ago, Bert travelled to 
Adelaide to visit one of the Brothers who was sick. Bert was a regular 
at Sunday Mass in the various parishes he lived. 
 
INCREASING NUMBERS AT SUNDAY MASS: Last Sunday, two of 
the Masses had a 60% increase over the previous Sunday. Those 
present were delighted to catch up with friends in a safe environ-
ment, following the government regulations of admitting only the fully 
vaccinated, social spacing and cleansing the church after each ser-
vice. 
 
OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT: 
Our parish is now in its eighth year of supporting the seriously ill chil-
dren living with HIV AIDS in the slum areas of Jakarta. Through our 
wonderful regular donation subscribers and the twice yearly Mass 
collections, we have been able to contribute more than $10,000 each 
year to the small Lentera Anak Pelangi ( LAP ) team in Jakarta, 
thereby helping them provide essential nutrition and other support to 
almost one hundred needy children.  
Our next donation weekend is at all Masses in two weeks on the 
27/28th November and we again are seeking your generous support. 
Thank you,  

OLMC LAP Fundraising Team. 

YOUTH GROUP RETURNING: The group returns next Wednesday 
17 November and for the following 2 weeks in the Parish Centre 

from 5-6pm. 

CONGRATULATIONS: To the 58 students who begin to receive the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist next Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 
Their reception of the Sacrament had been delayed due to the coro-

navirus. 

 




