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Sunday Masses have finally returned. All partici-
pants will need to use Trybooking on our parish 
website, to book prior to Mass. According to the 
Victorian Government regulations, all participants 
must be fully vaccinated and show proof of 
vaccination before entering the church. Online 
Masses continue to be televised. 
 
(Weekday Masses will resume at the end of 
November) 
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St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
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Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

7 November 2021  
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:              1 Kings 17:10-16 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 145:7-10  

Praise the Lord, my soul! 
Second Reading:     Hebrews 9:24-28 
Gospel Acclamation:   Matthew 5:3 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of  

heaven is theirs! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:        Mark 12:38-44 
 
    LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Angelina ADOUL Miguelito ELMA Rose 
HABER Chris HULL Fr Noel MACKAY     
 

Recently Deceased: Nancy BROOK  

Sr Jean COUTTS  Peter DILLON  Ailsa GREEN   
Anthony MCMAHON 
  
Anniversaries: Beryl COMRIE Teresa MILLETT 

Stephen WOODS   

 

 

Our Parish is committed to the Safe-
ty, Wellbeing and Dignity of all in-
cluding children and vulnerable 

adults. 

TWO GENEROUS WIDOWS OF FAITH 
Today our first and third readings feature self-sacrificing widows. Firstly, we hear how a very 
poor widow offered her meagre food to the Prophet Elijah who foretold that the Lord would 
provide her child with continuous supply of food which occurred. Secondly, we hear of Jesus 
praising the generosity of the poor widow who gave her last two coins to the temple treasury. 
 
Self-sacrificing can be difficult and irksome. Only love can make it easy and perfect love can 
make it a joy. God loved the world so much He gave his only Son who loved the world so 
much He gave Himself for our salvation. The two widows portrayed Christ’s self-sacrifice. 
 
WIDOWS 
In the ancient Jewish culture, a woman before marriage belonged to her father. After mar-
riage, she belonged to her husband. Hence, once she was widowed she belonged to no one. 
Consequently, the Bible often lists widows as the most vulnerable and in need of care, like 
orphans. 
Jesus is very critical in today’s reading of the scribes and temple officials who administered 
the deceased husband’s estate, often embezzling and thieving. 
 
A NEW SOCIETY 
Christ wanted to create a radically different distribution of resources in his Christian communi-
ty. After Pentecost, a better society emerged: “The faithful all lived together and owned every-
thing in common; they sold their goods and shared out the proceeds among themselves ac-
cording to what each one needed” (Acts of the Apostles 2:45) 
Presently, as a rich country, Australia has some major challenges—poorer countries are suf-
fering from a lack of resources to deal with Covid 19 and are more affected by climate 
change. 
 
THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
This month we celebrate that the ties of love are not totally broken, even by death. We are in 
a communion with those who have gone before us into the next life. We are all part of the 
Family of God. 
 
A key aspect of our Christian faith is that by the death of Jesus, the world has been re-
deemed. His death is life for all. November is not a time of sadness, but of great hope and 
confidence. We come to pray entrusting our dead to God because we know they are really 
God’s dead. If we have loved them on earth, God has loved them more. They are in God’s 
care. Like a good shepherd, God will lead them to peace. In God, there is mercy in abun-
dance. Jesus is not willing to lose anyone. 
 
We believe only the perfect are in heaven. None of us is completely perfect. Hence, purgatory 
is needed—a stage of purification and pardon. When? How? We don’t know. All we know is 
the loving kindness of God far surpasses any infidelity of which we might be guilty. 
Full of confidence in the love and mercy of God for all people, we pray in November for our 
deceased sisters and brothers. Let us recall the words of the sister of deceased Lazarus: “I 
know my brother will rise again on the last day”. (John 11-24) 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 
We offer our sympathy to Edna Said and her seven children as her husband Brian entered 
eternal life on 20 October aged 88 years. Brian, a footballer coached football teams in St 
Dominic’s Parish, Broadmeadows for years. Edna and Brian came to our parish in 1990. His 
Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Monday concluding at Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
We offer to Wendy Lumsden and Susanne Jones as their mother Nancy Brook entered eter-
nal life on 31 October aged 97 years. Nancy went to school at Diggers Rest. Nancy and her 
late husband Lawrence came to Sunbury in 1949 and worked a dairy farm on Stewarts Lane. 
Brook Street is named after Lawrence’s ancestors. Nancy’s Funeral will be celebrated on 
Wednesday. 
                 PTO 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptised this Sunday: 
Liam FARRUGIA 
Hudson SCHIAVELLA 
Audrey SLOAN 
Simona VANVITELLI 
 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: During 
the month of November we especially remember our loved ones who have 
died and place the names of those we wish to prayerfully remember in our 
Book of Remembrance. The Book of Remembrance will be available at all 
Masses and you are welcome to email the names of loved ones you wish to 
remember. sunbury@cam.org.au 
On Saturday November 6, Fr Kevin blessed the graves of those buried at the 
Bulla Cemetery at 2.30pm and at the Sunbury Cemetery at 3.30pm.  

 
PARISH BINGO’S BACK: Now out of lockdown, ‘MAJOR BINGO’ our Parish bin-
go session is back bigger and better than ever, from THURSDAY 25 November. 
Eyes down 7.30pm at Club Sunbury Bowling Club.  
Covid safe rules apply-all attendees need to be fully vaccinated and social distanc-
ing needs to be adhered to. Re-launch gifts plus a guaranteed $2000 last game 
jackpot. Come along and join in the fun. Enquiries Gary Plummer 0419 301 760. 
 
PRISON MINISTRY– A LIVING SIGN OF GOD’S LOVE: This weekend we mark 
Prison Sunday (7 November), an opportunity to acknowledge the important work of 
prison ministry. ‘Whether the setting is a hospital or a custodial facility, the offer to 
reconnect with a sense of purpose and meaning is at the heart of the pastoral 
relationship between the chaplain and the person,’ says Paul Zammit, Senior Man-
ager of Pastoral Care Services at CatholicCare Victoria. Providing this care during 
the pandemic has been a challenge. Prison chaplain of 27 years Sr Mary O’Shan-
nassy SGS says that while she and her team have maintained connections with 
those imprisoned through video conferencing, telephone calls and written messag-
es, they feel the pain of residents who have been deprived of family visits, support 
and education services, and religious services. 
 
2022 COLUMBAN CALENDARS: The 100 years edition of this beautiful Calendar 
is available to purchase at the weekend Masses, for $10 each. Cash only. These 
calendars make a lovely gift for family and friends. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

STORM DAMAGE: Last Thursday, a tall tree at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church lost all it’s branches and some roofing was lost at St 
Anne’s Church. 
 
I leave with a quote from a very wise man who recently passed away 
at the age of 101. Eddie Jaku was a holocaust survivor and has ex-
perienced and seen horror and tragedy that few of us could imagine. 
His message might be something we think about as our lives return 
to some normality. 
“Your efforts today will affect people you will never know. It is 
your choice whether that effect is positive or negative. You can 
choose every day, every minute, to act in a way that may uplift a 
stranger, or else drag them down. The choice is easy. And it is 
yours to make.”  
Australian Holocaust survivor Eddie Jaku, in his book. ‘The Happiest 
Man on Earth.’ Jaku died 12th October aged 101. 
     ….Kevin McIntosh 
 
EVERGREENS: The Sunbury Evergreens are having a Christmas 
lunch at the Bowling Club on Tuesday 7 December. All seniors are 
invited. No membership required. Looking forward while being safe. 
All those attending MUST be double vaccinated for Covid 19 with a 
certificate of proof to enter as per Health Department rules. Those 
interested please call Joe on 0477 677 248 as soon as possible. 
 
BEQUESTS: Are you writing your Will or considering a change? 
Please consider leaving your legacy to the work of our Parish. Details 
can be obtained by contacting the Parish Office. On 9744 1060 or 
email sunbury@cam.org.au. 
 
OUR VISION THROUGH THE SPIRIT: You are invited to join our 
Parish Advent initiative - "Our Vision through the Spirit". A journey of 
3 sessions over 6 weeks where we join in prayer, scripture, reflec-
tion, discussion and personal commitment as we work together with 
the Holy Spirit to bring our Parish Vision to Action. Sessions will be 
conducted in the Parish Centre and you have a choice of day or 
evening sessions. Day sessions will be 1.30pm WEDNESDAYS 17 
November, 1 and 15 December. Evening sessions will be 7.30pm 
THURSDAYS 18 November, 2 and 16 December. Each session is 
planned for 1.5 hours. Please let the Parish Office know which ses-
sion you would like to join - sunbury@cam.org.au or 9744 1060. We 
look forward to seeing your smiling eyes. 
 
OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT: The LAP team in Jakarta 
continues to face significant challenges caring for the poverty-
stricken HIV AIDS children as Indonesia  grapples with the Covid-19 
pandemic.. 
Our parishioners have been very generous over the past eight years 
in financially supporting the critical work of the LAP team which has 
made a real difference to the children’s lives.  
Restrictions on gathering for Mass are now being eased, so we are 
able to conduct our first fundraising collection since February at all 
Masses on the weekend of 27/28 November. 
Could we please, once again, ask for your support to enable the LAP 
team to continue their work in the very difficult conditions they are 
experiencing. 
Thank you, OLMC LAP Fundraising Team. 


