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10 October 2021  
Twenty Eighth Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:              Wisdom 7:7-11 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 89:12-17  
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing 

for joy! 
Second Reading:     Hebrews 4:12-13 
Gospel Acclamation:  Matthew 5:3 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heav-

en is theirs! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:       Mark 10:17-30 
 
    LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Miguelito ELMA  Chris HULL Fr Noel 
MACKAY  Roisin MCGOVERN  Brian SAID   
 
Recently Deceased: Keith D’CRUS 
  

Anniversaries: Vincenzo BRULLO 

 

 

Our Parish is committed to the Safe-
ty, Wellbeing and Dignity of all in-
cluding children and vulnerable 

adults. 

 

THE LOVING GAZE 

Let’s go straight to the protagonist in this story who at the end is called a man of 
great wealth. In that society this meant a landowner with extensive holdings.  
But this wealth had corrupted his whole personality and way of thinking. There was 
no deep down hunger because whenever he craved anything, he knew he could buy 
it or use his status or power to bend others to his will.   
The man boasts about all the commandments he has kept but Jesus is not satisfied 
with that minimum. Jesus is not a minimalist. Jesus tunes into the man’s wavelength 
and says: ‘There is one thing you lack.’ 
That would have got the rich man’s attention: the suggestion that he was missing 
something.  
  
But to his shock he was to hear that what he was lacking was a big heart, a very big 
heart: ‘Go, sell everything you own and give everything to the poor.’ 
He had to get rid of his possessions and the security and status they bought because 
they were shrivelling up his heart. 
 
Jesus is saying to you and to me: ‘Yes, you keep the commandments, more or less. 
At least you try. Okay. But that is really the bare minimum. The real question is: What 
do you have to do to expand your heart: to become big hearted enough to allow my 
heartbeat to become your heartbeat?’ 
We each know what is holding us back from being one heart with Jesus Christ. 
For some, to be a true follower will require giving up all possessions, as with St Fran-
cis of Assisi. For others, a real hurting redistribution of wealth is required. Our taxes 
do a fair bit of that, and then our voluntary response to need and injustice on top of 
that. 
 
But at some stage in our lives, we have known, or know now, or will know what it is 
we are hanging on to: the one thing we cannot or will not give up. The one thing that 
is so much part of our personality we cannot imagine what it would be like to get up 
and get rid of it. 
There is only one factor that can give us, give you, give me, the courage and trust 
that is needed. 
Note in the Gospel story, and the only time in Mark, it says: ‘Jesus looked steadily at 
him and loved him.’ 
 
St John of the Cross, the Spanish mystic, says that: ‘With God, to gaze at is to love’, 
desiring to imprint grace on the one held in the loving gaze (The Spiritual Canticle, 
stanzas 32, 33). 
‘Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him.’ 
Those eyes, that gaze, is directed at you, and at me personally, totally, directly, but 
most of all lovingly. It is not the glare of the critical eye but the look full of the possibil-
ity of who you could be as a follower of Jesus Christ.  
That, and only that, can give you the courage. 
So close your eyes and envisage our Lord Jesus Christ gazing steadily on you and 
say:   
‘Lord, I know there is something you want me to do to enlarge my heart.’ 
‘Lord, I know there is something I must give up to enable this to happen.’ 
‘Lord, give me courage and trust.’ 
‘Lord, look steadily at me and love me.’ 
‘Amen.’ 
       © Fr Michael Tate 

Parish Vision: Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, val-
uing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 
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LIFE, MARRIAGE & FAMILY SUNDAY: 
This weekend we celebrate Life, Marriage and Family Sunday in our Archdiocese. 
It’s a time to celebrate the vital role that families play in building up flourishing 
homes, parishes and societies. We pray for all married couples at this time, asking 
God to aid spouses in their vocation towards growth, healing, reconciliation and a 
full life together in Christ. 
Prayer for Married Couples 
 

God our father, 
we look back today with gratitude 

to the time when You first blessed our love. 
We thank You for the happiness we have known together 

and for sustaining us in the sorrows we have shared. 
We ask for forgiveness for any failure on our part; 
for any times when we became difficult to live with; 

for any lack of sympathy and understanding; 
for anything which spoiled even for a moment 

the relationship You desire for us. 
After these many years of life together, 

increase and deepen our love by the power of Your Spirit 
So that we, and our family may always be one with You. 

Bless our marriage Lord, with peace and happiness, 
and make our love fruitful for Your glory and our joy. 

Saints Anne & Joachim … Pray for us. 
Amen. 

(Produced by the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne) 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in another DIY 
project? To help fill the void during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest 
some inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop on the kettle 
and check out the recommendations below. 
Podcasts for Christian living: The irreplaceable role of parents 
The role of parents cannot be underestimated. And while parents have a 
natural role—to protect and provide—we can sometimes forget the irre-
placeable role parents have in the spiritual and emotional lives of their chil-
dren. Find out more here www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving6a 
Getting to know your Bible: Understanding Mary in the Bible 
Getting Started: Why do Catholics call Mary their mother? Isn’t that taking 
away some of the respect due to Jesus and giving it to Mary? On the con-
trary, in this video, Fr Mike Schmitz discusses how a relationship with Mary 
can strengthen our faith life. Watch at www.bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted6 
Going Deeper: How are Mary and the Ark of the Covenant from Exodus 
connected? What relevance does that have today? In this video, Dr Brant 
Pitre explores Mary’s role as the new Ark of the Covenant—the dwelling 
place of the Lord on earth. View here www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper6  

OUR VISION THROUGH THE SPIRIT: 
You are invited to join our Parish initiative - "Our Vi-
sion through the Spirit". A journey of 3 sessions over 
6 weeks  where we join in prayer, scripture, reflec-
tion, discussion and personal commitment as we 
work together with the Holy Spirit to bring our Parish 
Vision to Action. Sessions will be conducted over 
zoom and you have a choice of day or evening ses-
sions. 1.30pm Wednesdays 13, 27 October, 10 No-
vember or Thursdays 14, 28 October and 11 Novem-
ber. Each session is planned for 1.5 hours. Please let 
the Parish Office know which session you would like 
to join - sunbury@cam.org.au or 9744 1060. We look 
forward to seeing you.  
 
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL:  Our Sunbury Chapter of Vinnies 
support, both financially and emotionally, many in our commu-
nity, particularly through the recent months of COVID. If possi-
ble please support them in the help they give to those less 
fortunate. Electronic donations will be greatly appreciated: 
BSB No: 063 000 
Account No: 1031 7778 
Reference: 171 
Account Name: SVDP 
Please email receipts to Parish Office at  
sunbury@cam.org.au. Thank you for your support. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS 
Last Wednesday evening, 47 local residents met online to 
thank the volunteers of Sunbury Winter Shelter for their service 
this year. In particular, we thank Chris Morgan-Prosser, the 
founding co-ordinator of the Shelter since planning began 
three and a half years ago. Chris has resigned after a very 
heavy load of leadership beginning from nothing to now with 
over 160 volunteers. 
 
UNEMPLOYED IN THE HUME CITY 
The September economic update published by Hume City Council 
states that in January to march 2021 the unemployed rate was 13% 
compared to 6% - Victorian average. 
 
BISHOP TERRY CURTIN, CELEBRATING A LIFE OF SERVICE 
Bishop Terry Curtin recently celebrated 50 years of priesthood, 
though he said it was many years before his actual ordination that he 
felt a ‘deep call’ to serve and do something profound with his life. We 
give thanks for the life and service of Bishop Terry and pray that he 
can continue to enjoy good health and be a vessel of God’s love and 
mercy to all he encounters. 

 


