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26 September 2021  
Twenty Sixth Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:              Numbers 11:25-29 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 18:8, 10, 12-14  
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
Second Reading:     James 5:1-6 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 17:17 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in 

the truth. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:       Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Sr Jean COUTTS  Miguelito ELMA  Paul 
HOCKING Chris HULL  Roisin MCGOVERN 
Irene POLE Brian SAID   
 
Recently Deceased: Ida KEREKAS  
  
 

Anniversaries: Joseph NOY Alice RIBEYRO 

 

Our Parish is committed to the Safe-
ty, Wellbeing and Dignity of all in-

cluding children and vulnerable 
adults. 

 

“BUT THEY’RE NOT ONE OF US!” 
So often we hear these words in social, political or religious arenas. For some people  
migrants are not welcome because they take our jobs; asylum seekers can threaten 
our security; social housing lowers property values. 
At this time of the year, our Sunday gospel readings are from Mark who is recording 
how Jesus is instructing his disciples as they journey towards Jerusalem, where Je-
sus will establish the kingdom of God by his death and resurrection. 
Our gospel reading begins with John informing Jesus how the disciples tried to stop a 
man casting out devils in Jesus’ name “because he was not one of us.” John was 
concerned more that the man was not one of the Twelve, rather than doing Christ’s 
work. Jesus teaches: “You must not stop him.” Jesus sees the person as a compan-
ion not a competitor. 
 
GENEROUS HOSPITALITY 
Jesus continues: “Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the 
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.” As we have plenty of drinking wa-
ter available, we may not appreciate the gesture of offering a cup of water as a ges-
ture of generosity where water was not easily available in Israel. 
In our Parish, we are blessed that so many Parishioners work behind the scenes in 
helping others. There are examples in our society. At the Brownlow Medal Presenta-
tion, a footballer won the Jim Stynes Award for his service of visiting children in hos-
pital suffering from cancer. On the recent TV program ‘Australian Story’ Dr Jamal, a 
GP who speaks Arabic was featured helping Arabic people get their vaccinations. 
 
ACCEPTING PEOPLE WHO ARE DIFFERENT 
The present Australian government processes Asylum seekers on Nauru. Many 
Christian church leaders have spoken out against this policy. There is a failure to see 
that these people have the same human needs and desires to be free from oppres-
sion like we have. On the nightly news we see examples of the violence caused the 
intolerance of others who are different—different ethnic group, different religion, and 
different culture. Jesus accepted the man healing in his name. 
Let us be thankful that Christians work together well in Australia. In Sunbury, the 
Winter Night Shelter has revealed how 120 from various Churches are volunteers. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE—THEN AND NOW 
Today is the fifth and final Sunday where the letter of James is the second reading. 
He is very forthright. Today James addresses the issue of justice and the sinfulness 
of greed and wealth acquired at the expense of others: Wealth, poverty, greed, 
cheating and unfair wages—these were real issues for James’ community as they 
are for us today. 
Sometimes you hear that religion should keep out of politics. This is impossible a 
religion deals with the reality of peoples lives and people live within political systems. 
Let us remember Jesus was killed as a political troublemaker by the Roman empire. 
We need to take part in shaping political values as disciples of Christ. 
 
PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 
In 2017, Pope Francis approved the Church holding a plenary council. Next Sunday, 
3 October, the first assembly begins with Mass in the Perth Cathedral at 2.00pm 
(Melbourne Time). There are 278 members taking part online from their homes. 
There are another 20 expert advisers, 11 facilitators and another 150 volunteers and 
support staff. Bishop Shane MacKinlay of Bendigo is the vice president of the  
        PTO  

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 

valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 
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VINNIES WINTER APPEAL:  Our Sunbury Chapter of Vinnies support, 
both financially and emotionally, many in our community, particularly 
through the recent months of COVID. If possible please support them in the 
help they give to those less fortunate. Electronic donations will be greatly 
appreciated: 
BSB No: 063 000 
Account No: 1031 7778 
Reference: 171 
Account Name: SVDP 
Please email receipts to Parish Office at  
sunbury@cam.org.au. Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in another DIY 
project? To help fill the void during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest 
some inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop on the kettle 
and check out the recommendations below. 
  
Podcasts for Christian living: Parents of the Saints–How Did They Do 
It? 
In this podcast, Jason Evert speaks with Patrick O’Hearn about his new 
book ‘Parents of the Saints: The Hidden Heroes Behind Our Favourite 
Saints’, offering key insights into the families of popular saints. Listen at 
www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving4 
 
Getting to know your Bible: Praying with Scripture 
Getting Started: In this short video, Fr James Martin SJ introduces us Lec-
tio Divina–a way of praying with the Bible that helps us listen to 
God. Watch at www.bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted4 
Going Deeper: Pray as You Go is an online prayer tool that provides a 
guided contemplation of each day’s Gospel passage. Set aside 10-15 
minutes, find a comfy space and visit www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper4  
 
RELIGIOUS URGE GOVERNMENT TO SIGN UN TREATY 
Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) has written to Scott Morrison, calling for 
the Australian Government to ratify the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. 
The President of CRA Brother Peter Carroll FMS says “having nuclear-
powered submarines has crossed a threshold by nuclearising our military 
for the first time.” 
The CRA Director Anne Walker added “These submarines will require high-
ly enriched uranium and it’s mining carries the threat of diseases to mine 
workers and nearby residents.” 
 

Council. Previously Bishop Shane was a lecturer at Catholic 
Theological College, Melbourne. Recently he said while disap-
pointed not to be able to meet in person: “We know, though 
that the Holy Spirit can and will work through this assembly, 
just as the Spirit has led us over the past three years of prepa-

ration and consultation.”  

Our Parish has submitted its paper a couple of years ago after 
our consulting meetings. Some sessions will be livestreamed 
each day. The Home page of the Plenary Council website—
plenarycouncil2020@gmail.com and on Facebook, have times 
of the sessions livestreamed. Please pray that all involved in 

the assembly will be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

    ….Kevin McIntosh 

 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Wed 29 Sept  10.00am Child Safety—Parish Staff 
                        7.30pm Sunbury Night Shelter—Zoom 
Thur 30 Sept   7.00pm Parish Co-ordinating Team 

 

 PASTORAL COORDINATING TEAM 

The PCT have identified 7 themes to support and build our 

parish community: 

 Outreach and inclusion of the marginalised. 

  Social activities. 

  Engage with the young, the families and the school     

 community. 

  Evangelise and provide formation for adults. 

  Involve the laity – including women. 

  Stay united and listen. 

  Communicate regularly. 

The Team will be meeting again this week and is exploring 
possibilities that will address some or all of the themes.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to Graeme and Lynne Simp-
son who are now in the diamond year of their wedding. We 
wish you many more years of good health and happiness. 
 
 


