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29 August 2021  

Twenty Second Sunday Ordinary Time 
First Reading:             Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

Psalm Response:        Psalm 14:2-5  
The just will live in the presence of the 

Lord 
Second Reading:     Jas 1:17-18, 21-22,27 
Gospel Acclamation:   Jas 1:18 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Father gave us birth by his message 

of truth, that we might be as the first 
fruits of creation. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:       Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Sr Jean COUTTS Chris DOUTRE 
Joan FRANGOS Vicki HEATH    Paul 
HOCKING Chris HULL Mary & Joe KLOSS  
Roisin MCGOVERN  Cassie O’KEEFE Nella 
TARTAGLIA  Brian SAID Anthony SERIC  
 
Recently Deceased:  Pat MANARITI  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Parish is committed to 
the Safety, Wellbeing and   
Dignity of all including     
children and vulnerable 

adults. 

BEING CHRISTIAN WITH INTEGRITY 
 
After five Sundays where the gospel readings were taken from the other three 
gospels, we return to readings from St Mark until Advent. Today’s reading 
begins with a dispute between Jesus and his opponents abut washing hands 
before eating. 
During this Covid pandemic, where we are practising strong hygiene with 
hand washing, on the surface we may wonder what was the basis of the     
dispute. The origin of the Jewish practice of hand washing was not about    
hygiene, but the belief that non-Jews were unclean. At the beginning the 
priests would wash their hands and do other external rituals prior to entering 
the Temple and making a sacrifice. Later, the practice was adopted by the 
Pharisees,  who considered themselves priests and their homes as temples. 
 
JESUS’ VIEW OF HOLINESS:  Holiness belongs essentially to God. Human 
holiness came from being in contact with God– it begins in the heart. Jesus, 
who was supremely in contact with God, went about touching ‘unclean’       
persons like lepers, and associating with Tax collectors. He did not ‘catch’ 
uncleanness from them– like Covid. 
Rather they ‘caught’ holiness and healing from him and were restored to full 
citizenship in the holy people of God. Holiness is ultimately about conversion 
of heart. 
 
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY:  Jesus makes it very clear that evil intentions
– the things that make a person ‘unclean’- actually come from within. We live 
in a culture that is very quick to lay blame on external factors; some people 
are very reluctant to accept responsibility for their own actions, distancing 
themselves from feelings of guilt or regret. 
Etty Hillesum, a young Jewish woman from Amsterdam died in the Nazi      
concentration camp at Auschwitz. She wrote in her diary, “Every atom of hate 
we add to this world makes it more inhospitable… and every act of loving    
perfects it.”  (Etty: A Diary 1941 p45) 
 
THANKS FOR PROJECT COMPASSION:  The director of Caritas has rung 
to thank our parishioners for their donation of $4,700 to Project Compassion 
this Lent, during lockdown. Around Australia, the giving was $4million up this 
year– a sign of life in our Catholic Church. This year, most of Caritas funds 
are going to support people suffering from natural disasters caused by       
typhoons, floods and wars. 
Our giving puts into the practice the teaching of St James (1:27), our second 
reading this Sunday, “Pure, unspoilt religion in the eyes of God our Father is 
this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and    
keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world.” 
 

PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all 



VINNIES WINTER APPEAL: Our Sunbury Chapter of Vinnies      
support, both financially and emotionally, many in our community, 
particularly through the recent months of COVID. If possible, please 
support them in the extraordinary time and effort they give to those 
less      fortunate. Electronic donations will be greatly appreciated: 
BSB No.: 063 000 
Account No.: 1031 7778 
Reference: 171 
Account Name: SVDP 
Please email receipts to the Parish Office at subury@cam.org.au. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
BEQUESTS:  Are you writing your will or considering a change? 
Please consider leaving your legacy to the work of our Parish.        
Details can be obtained by contacting the Parish Office. Telephone 
9744 1060 or email sunbury@cam.org.au 
 
HONORARY PARISH ACCOUNTANT:  we are seeking the services 
of a partly or recently retired Accountant to assist in the                 
administration of the Parish. Anyone interested should contact Jim 
Foran on 0456 654 003 to discuss the role and obtain an information 
sheet. They might then let Jim know of their interest in joining the 
team.  
 
Winter in our lives– Prayer 
There is a Winter in all of our lives, 
A chill and darkness that makes us yearn 
For days that have gone 
Or to put our hope in days yet to be 
Loving God, you created the seasons for a purpose 
 
Spring, full of expectation, an awakening of creation 
Summer to enjoy sunlight and the beauty if new life 
Autumn gives nature space as the earth prepares 
Then winter, cold and bare as nature takes stock 
Rests, unwinds, sleeps until the time is right 
An endless cycle, and yet a perfect model 
 
We need a winter in our lives 
A time of rest, a time to stand still 
A time to reacquaint ourselves 
With the faith in which we live 
It is only then that we draw strength 
From the One in whom we believe 
 
Thank you Loving God for the seasons in our lives 
Sr Anne-Marie rsj 

OUR AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL:  the first    
session will be held from 3rd to 10th October this year. 
Our Parishioners have submitted our thoughts to the 
planning group in 2019. 
Last Thursday evening about 1,000 Catholics around 
Australia and New Zealand met online to hear four   
speakers on the future of Catholicism in Australia. They 
were a biblical scholar from Ireland; the Senior Australian 
of the Year 2021– Rose Miriam, an indigenous Catholic 
teacher; Robert Fitzgerald AM, chair of Royal             
Commission in child abuse, and Debra Zanalla from WA– 
involved in community services.  
They described the Plenary Council as walking together 
with differences, keeping in step with the Holy Spirit. We 
need to trust God and others. We are to avoid factions. 
No one has all the truth. 
Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to guide our Plenary    
Council. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS: TO Bishop Terry 
Curtin who was ordained a priest for the People of God in 
Melbourne fifty years ago on 28th August. Over the 
years, he has been a lecturer at Catholic Theological    
College. He has been our regional bishop since 2014 for 
which we thank him.  
 
NEW HOURS IN OUR PARISH OFFICE:  after the      
lockdown, our parish office will be open from 9am to 1pm 
on Monday to Thursdays and from 9am to 5pm on       
Fridays. Due to a  drop in giving, the hours have been 
reduced. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Cecilia 
Manariti and her two daughters as her husband Pat     
entered eternal life aged 57 years on 24 August. For 38 
years he worked as a retail butcher. Pat and Cecilia came 
to our Parish in 1992. His Funeral Mass will be celebrated 
this week concluding at the Keilor cemetery. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 
MASS TIMES & BOOKINGS: unfortunately due to      
current restrictions, we are unable to celebrate Mass in 
church. We invite you to view Mass online or on TV via 
C31 (or Channel 44 for digital TV) the community TV 
channel will continue to broadcast live and free from St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne while there are Covid      
restrictions at 11am Sunday mornings. 
 


