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22 August 2021  
Twenty First Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:             Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 33:2-3, 16-23  

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
Second Reading:     Ephesians 5:21-32 
Gospel Acclamation:   John 6:63, 38 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:       John 6:60-69 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Sr Jean COUTTS Chris DOUTRE Vicki 
HEATH Paul HOCKING Chris HULL Mary & Joe 
KLOSS  Roisin MCGOVERN  Cassie O’KEEFE 
Nella TARTAGLIA Anthony SERIC  
 
Recently Deceased:  Renato GABALES Tom 
MILLETT Peter RYAN 
 

Anniversaries:  Brian, Betty & Sue LOCK    

 

Our Parish is committed to 
the Safety, Wellbeing and   
Dignity of all including     
children and vulnerable 

adults. 

 

FREEDOM TO CHOOSE CHRIST 
Our gospel this Sunday is the conclusion of Chapter 6 of John’s gospel, with 
71 verses– the longest chapter in the New Testament. The chapter is entitled 
“The Bread of Life” as Jesus fed the five thousand, walked on the water of the 
lake and “I am the bread of life...anyone who eats this bread will live for     
ever” (Verses 35, 51). 
Jews were the first people to have a concept of one God. They struggled to 
understand Jesus saying he came down from heaven. So many of his        
followers left Jesus and stopped going with him (verse 66). 
No matter how wonderful God may be, and no matter how moving the life and 
teaching of Jesus, we are always free to refuse it when it challenges our own 
ideas and selfishness. So Jesus said to the Twelve apostles, “What about 
you, do you want to go away too?” (Verse 68) 
 
PETER’S PROFESSION OF FAITH: In response to Jesus’ question, 
“Simon Peter answered, “Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of 
eternal life, and we believe; we know you are the Holy One of God” (Verse 
69). 
In our modern culture, we have limitless options and we may like to keep our 
options open and not make a choice that excludes future possibilities. 
Choosing Christ’s way does rule out other options. 
Faith in Jesus does not come easily or naturally. It is a grace given by God. 
While some of Jesus’ followers have turned away, others have been           
convinced of the trustworthiness of his claims. 
 
SELF-SACRIFICING HUSBANDS: Our second Bible reading from the 
Letter to the Ephesians speaks of marriage. Written in a patriarchal culture, it 
begins by teaching wives are to be submissive to their husbands. To get the 
complete teaching we need to continue reading the second part where it 
teaches husbands are to be loving sacrificially as Christ sacrificed himself for 
our salvation. Christ loved us the Church enough to give his life for us. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to the family and friends of Tom 
Millett who entered eternal life on 14 August aged 83 years. Tom’s family 
were the original pioneers in Sunbury. Tom lived all his life in Sunbury working 
on the family dairy farm. He was involved in Sunbury Lions Junior Football 
Club. He was always at the 8.30am Mass chatting with his long time friends. 
His Funeral Mass on Friday concluded at Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Jenny Ryan as her husband 
and retired Chief Superintendent of Police, Peter, entered eternal life on 12 
August aged 83 years. Peter’s father was a policeman, dying when Peter was 
8 years old. Peter served as a policeman for 36 years, during which he         
co-founded Police Legacy which has helped 1600 members. On retirement,   
Peter volunteered at Sacred Heart Mission, St Kilda where he taught  

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all 



MASS TIMES & BOOKINGS: unfortunately due to current           
restrictions, we are unable to celebrate Mass in church. We invite 
you to view Mass online or on TV via C31 (or Channel 44 for digital 
TV) the community TV channel will continue to broadcast live and 
free from St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne while there are Covid 
restrictions at 11am Sunday mornings. 
 
BEQUESTS:  Are you writing your will or considering a change? 
Please consider leaving your legacy to the work of our Parish.        
Details can be obtained by contacting the Parish Office. Telephone 
9744 1060 or email sunbury@cam.org.au 
 
HONORARY PARISH ACCOUNTANT:  we are seeking the services 
of a partly or recently retired Accountant to assist in the                 
administration of the Parish. Anyone interested should contact Jim 
Foran on 0456 654 003 to discuss the role and obtain an information 
sheet. They might then let Jim know of their interest in joining the 
team.  
 
PARISH COORDINATING TEAM  PURPOSE: To promote the      
Parish mission to live and communicate the love, values, and     
teachings of Christ in our world. The PCT shares in the                 
responsibility for the ongoing life and development of the faith       
community, working together with parishioners to provide   support 
for their efforts to live as followers of Christ. Our PCT members are  
Michael McConville,  Denise O’Brien, Juan Carlos  Rodriguez-
Dellar,  Jane Voon, Sue Wight, Mary Baensch, Garnet Jacob, 
Pauline Sharma, Michael  Hetherington, Fr Kevin, Lyn Plummer 
& Sr Jose. 
This month the PCT reviewed the Plenary Council and Parish       
Survey documents with a view to implementing our  Parishioners’ 
suggestions. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND:   An opportunity to spend 
a weekend improving your communication. This experience gives 
you the tools to keep your passion alive in a gentle, nurturing        
environment, away from pressures and distractions of daily living. 
The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values but couples 
of all faiths are welcome. Please check our website for more     
details. We have two options: An on-line/virtual weekend:   10 -12 
September 2021 or a non –residential  weekend:  16 - 17 October 
2021 in west Gippsland. (Book early to avoid disappointment)       
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.org.au 
 
 

homeless youth to play football as Peter had been a 
league footballer at South Melbourne. He also             
volunteered for twenty years with Meals on Wheels and 
the Royal Blind Institute. For his social welfare, he was 
awarded an APM and OAM. Peter came to our parish in 
1998 where he was a volunteer counter. His Funeral 
Mass this week will conclude at the Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
VIDEO ON OUR PARISH: is now on our Parish 
Website olmcsunbury.com outlining in five minutes where 
we are at the  moment and our plans to re-energise our 
parish after the pandemic. 
 
NORTHERN MELBOURNE PARISHES: Three            
representatives from each parish in the Northern Region 
of our Archdiocese will meet by Zoom on Wednesday 
evening from the Mill Park Parish to discuss the new 
structure of missions in our archdiocese where parishes 
will be grouped together. 
 
POPE URGES PEOPLE TO GET VACCINATED:  on 19 
August, Pope Francis joined bishops in North and South 
America calling people to get vaccinated. Getting the 
COVID jab and helping others to do the same is an act of 
love– for oneself, love for our families, love for all        
peoples. 
 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL: Our Sunbury Chapter of 
Vinnies support, both financially and emotionally, many in 
our community, particularly through the recent months of 
COVID. If possible, please support them in the              
extraordinary time and effort they give to those less      
fortunate. Electronic donations will be greatly                
appreciated: 
BSB No.: 063 000 
Account No.: 1031 7778 
Reference: 171 
Account Name: SVDP 
Please email receipts to the Parish Office at                 
sunbury@cam.org.au. Thank you for your support. 
 
SACRAMENT CELEBRATIONS:  please keep in your 
prayers the children and their families who have had to 
postpone the celebration of their Sacraments during the 
current lockdowns. 
 


