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15 August 2021  
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

First Reading:    1 Chronicles 15:3-4,15-16;16:1-2 
Psalm Response:     Psalm 131:6-7, 9-10, 13-14  
Lord, go up to the place of your rest, you and 

ark of your holiness. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 
Gospel Acclamation: Luke 11:28 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Blessed are they who hear the word of God 

and keep it. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Luke 11:27-28 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Sr Jean COUTTS Chris DOUTRE Vicki 
HEATH Paul HOCKING Chris HULL Mary & Joe 
KLOSS  Roisin MCGOVERN  Tom MILLETT 
Cassie O’KEEFE Nella TARTAGLIA Anthony 
SERIC  
 
Recently Deceased:  Peter RYAN 
 
Anniversaries:     Sr Margaret LAFFIN rsc     
Veronica POWELL Warren SAUNDERS Mary 
VELLA 

Our Parish is committed to 
the Safety, Wellbeing and   
Dignity of all including     
children and vulnerable 

adults. 

THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY– A SON’S GIFT TO HIS MOTHER 
 
A mother carries her child in her womb, giving that child a share in her own 
life.  What if a child were able to share its life with its mother? This is what we 
believe happened between our Risen Lord and his mother, Mary. It is our faith 
that our Lord nourishes Mary with His Resurrection life, meaning that her 
bodysoul, her total humanity, is suffused with His Divine Glory.  
 
THE LORD RAISES UP: Today’s gospel opens with Mary after       
accepting to be the mother of the Messiah, rushes off to visit her cousin       
Elizabeth who is recently pregnant though she, in her elderly age, has been 
unable to have a child. In that culture, not to be able to have children was 
seen as being shamed. 
Now Elizabeth is given new life and new hope. Her child will be John the   
Baptist. Elizabeth is restored to life. In Luke’s gospel, there are a number of 
people being raised back to life– the son of the widow of Nain was restored to 
life (7:11). The daughter of Jairus was raised to life (8:40). 
The Visitation is one of shared joy as the two unexpectedly pregnant women 
meet. Mary praises God in her song, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord”- later translated in Latin as “Magnificat”. 
 
MARY– A STRONG AND NOBLE WOMAN: Some images and statues 
of Mary may give the impression of Mary as  meek and mild, passive and    
subservient. This view is not seen in the ten stories of Mary in the gospels: 
Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity, Presentation in the Temple, Flight into 
Egypt, Losing Jesus in the Temple, going to bring Jesus home from his public 
ministry, the wedding at Cana, being at the death of Jesus on the Cross, and 
Pentecost.   
These events show Mary as a strong, noble woman who puts her free will at 
the disposal of God’s will. Religious obedience is not passive. We listen to the 
voice of God and choose to say yes to Christ’s love and liberation. 
The feast of the Assumption celebrates how our faithful and generous God 
remained utterly faithful to Mary through death, as she was utterly faithful to 
Him in life. Mary gives us an example of creative and free self-giving for our 
Christian lives, and a beacon of hope to which we can hold firm. 
 
THE SANCTITY OF THE HUMAN BODY: While Christians from the 
early centuries have believed that Mary was assumed body and soul to     
heaven after death, it was only in 1950 Pope Pius XII declared it an infallible 
belief. One of the reasons the Pope made his statement was that in the first 
half of the 20th century, tens of millions were killed in wars, death camps and 
in dictatorships. The human body suffered dreadful degradation. 
The Church wished to reaffirm the dignity and sanctity of the human body 
which will be transfigured at the end of history. 
As we are enjoying the sight of spring blossoms heralding summer, Mary’s 
Assumption gives us hope and the promise of our own futures when we will 
share in the Resurrection of Christ, as Mary did.   PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



MASS TIMES & BOOKINGS: We will need to await further instruction from 
the State Government once lockdown finishes as to the capacity allowed in 
our church.  Under the State Government restrictions it is essential for all 
Masses to be pre-booked on the parish website – olmcsunbury.com 
The 5.30pm Saturday and 10.30am Sunday Masses will be allocated 
for the First Eucharist families only and strictly limited in numbers. 
Thank you for your continued support in Mass booking, QR entries and 
maintaining the social distance rules. We all appreciate the care we have 
for each other in our community. 
 
BEQUESTS:  Are you writing your will or considering a change? Please 
consider leaving your legacy to the work of our Parish. Details can be     
obtained by contacting the Parish Office. Telephone 9744 1060 or email 
sunbury@cam.org.au 
 
HONORARY PARISH ACCOUNTANT:  we are seeking the services of a 
partly or recently retired Accountant to assist in the administration of the 
Parish. Anyone interested should contact Jim Foran on 0456 654 003 to 
discuss the role and obtain an information sheet. They might then let Jim 
know of their interest in joining the team.  
 
PARISH COORDINATING TEAM  PURPOSE: To promote the Parish     
mission to live and communicate the love, values, and teachings of Christ 
in our world. The PCT shares in the  responsibility for the ongoing life and 
development of the faith community, working together with parishioners to 
provide   support for their efforts to live as followers of Christ. Our PCT 
members are  
Michael McConville,  Denise O’Brien, Juan Carlos  Rodriguez-Dellar,  
Jane Voon, Sue Wight, Mary Baensch, Garnet Jacob, Pauline Sharma, 
Michael  Hetherington, Fr Kevin, Lyn Plummer & Sr Jose. 
This month the PCT reviewed the Plenary Council and Parish Survey   
documents with a view to implementing our  Parishioners’ suggestions. 
 
TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS:  with an extension of their licence, C31 (or 
Channel 44 for digital TV) the community TV channel will continue to 
broadcast live and free from St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne while there 
are Covid restrictions at 11am Sunday mornings. 
 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Wed 18 August 10am Archdiocese Animation Team  Zoom 
  2pm Religious Education Leaders Zoom 
 

PROGRESS REPORT ON HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL:
 Last week, the desks and chairs for students arrived. 
The solar panels are supplying electricity. 400 tonnes of rock 
have been removed  from the site. The six new classrooms will 
be ready for the students and teachers at the end of this week. 
The Community Hub is still in construction. The oval grass will 
be laid once the weather warms. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL: Throughout the month of August 
we will be collecting money for the Vinnies Winter Appeal. Our 
Sunbury Chapter of Vinnies support, both financially and     
emotionally, many in our community particularly, through the 
recent months of COVID. If possible please support them in 
the extraordinary time and effort they give to those less       
fortunate. Thank you. 
 
SACRAMENT CELEBRATIONS:  please keep in your prayers 
the children and their families who have had to postpone the 
celebration of their Sacraments during the current lockdowns.  
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:   we offer to Jenny Ryan 
and family as her husband Peter entered eternal life last 
Thursday afternoon in the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Further 
information will be published next Sunday. 
 
CATHOLIC MISSION thank you for your support of this year’s 
Appeal for the Propagation of the Faith enables Church work-
ers in 1047 mission dioceses to offer Good News to their local 
communities.  Thank you for contributing to the amount of 
$440.35 which was raised by Sunbury Parish community for 
Catholic Mission.  Our partnership with local churches over 
160 countries is dependent upon the prayerful and financial 
support of many.  Through your contribution, mothers and  
babies in Thailand can be confident that they have a safe 
place to live as they rebuild their future. THANK YOU. 
 
UN CLIMATE CHANGE– REPORT AND THE POPE:  The 
UN Inter governmental Panel on Climate Change has          
produced its sixth report written by 234 authors from 66     
countries. This report reflects Pope Francis’ writing in 2015 in 
“Caring for our Common Home” when he wrote:  “Doomsday 
predictions can no longer be met with irony or disdain. The 
effects of the present imbalance can only be reduced by our 
decisive action, here and now. We need to reflect on our     
accountability before those who will have to endure the dire 
consequences.”  
 
 


