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4 July 2021  
Fourteenth Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:         Ezekiel 2:2-5 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 122  

Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for 
his mercy. 

Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
Gospel Acclamation: Cf. Luke 4:18 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: he sent me 

to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:     Mark 6:1-6 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Chris DOUTRE Vicki HEATH Paul 
HOCKING Chris HULL Roisin MCGOVERN 
Christopher MCKEOWN Benjamin MIFSUD  
Esmaela PAPANGO Lucy PERKOVIC Peter 
RYAN  Anthony SERIC  
 
Recently Deceased:    Anna LEE Yuying LI   
Dylan THOMPSON 
 
Anniversaries: Laurel CAMERON Brian & Jesse 
HETHERINGTON Tom KINDER Felicita MERIN-
MARAGAY Des SKILLECORN       

Our Parish is committed to 
the Safety, Wellbeing and   
Dignity of all including     
children and vulnerable 

adults. 

 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY– 4 JULY 2021 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Catholic Council has adopted the NAIDOC theme for 
this Sunday-HEAL COUNTRY.  The Council represents indigenous Catholics who have 
grown from 94,556 (2001 Census) to 133,528 (2016 Census). Pope Francis has called us to 
continue to seek greater protections for our lands, our water, our sacred rites and our cultural 
exploitations, desecration and destruction.  
 
REJECTION AT NAZARETH AND IN AUSTRALIA: In today’s gospel, Jesus returns to 
his ‘native place’- Nazareth where he becomes rejected after being welcomed in other places. 
In his own home, Jesus is mocked- ‘is he not the carpenter?’ The crowd are unable to believe 
in him. He did not fit into their ideological view and thus did not deserve respect in their eyes. 
In Australia, our First Nations people have suffered a similar reception to Jesus in Nazareth. 
Their knowledge and complex cultural systems, created and honed over millennia are often 
dismissed as primitive and irrelevant to our modern world. 
 
THE SPIRITUALITY OF FIRST PEOPLES: Christians arrived in Australia 250 years ago. Yet 
the Spirit of God was poured out onto the original inhabitants of this great Southern land 
many thousands of years prior. God’s Spirit could be heard through the singing of the birds 
and cascade of the waterfall, the rustle of the wind and, most importantly in silence. Miriam-
Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann, respected Ngangiwumirr Elder and 2021 Senior Australian of the 
year explains, “My people today, recognise and experience in this quietness, the great Life-
Giving Spirit the Father of us all. My people have been so aware of Nature. It is natural that 
we will feel close to the Creator.” 
This connection to country and all of God’s creation is core to their spirituality as a people and 
that of their ancestors. The term itself-Country– encompasses far more than the physical 
land. Professor Mick Dobson explains, “For us, Country is a word for all the values, places, 
resources, stories and cultural obligations associated with that area and its features. It de-
scribes the entirety of our ancestral domains.” 
 
WORKING TOGETHER TO HEAL COUNTRY:  Because of the connection that Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people recognise between country, faith and the wellbeing, it is no 
surprise that when the world is in pain, Australia’s First Peoples are in pain. During the 
Covid19 Pandemic, many of the trappings of Western life became impossible. The rivers were 
calm and clear from the absence of boats, the cities were quiet and still as restrictions took 
hold. We saw images of animals returning to previous habitats, and the smog clearing from 
above cities across the world as our common home took a ‘breath’ from our constant con-
sumerism and drive for development. 
On this special Sunday, a day where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-
indigenous Catholics come together and sit side by side (adhering to Covid restrictions of 
course!), we should acknowledge that we are united in a fight to save God’s creation. It is one 
we cannot fight alone. We must combine the knowledge of First Australians with the technolo-
gy borne of Western culture to ensure that future generations shall have the opportunity to 
experience the gifts of God’s creation as intended.  
 
BUILD UP, NOT CUT DOWN:  Our gospel today describes Jesus’ own townspeople of Naza-
reth cutting down Jesus to size– the ‘tall poppy’ syndrome where we cut everyone down to 
size. One example is how the London papers featured Diana, Princess of Wales with the 
headlines- “a national disgrace, mentally ill and a scheming temptress.” Two weeks later after 
her death, the same papers featured her as ‘a queen of hearts’ and a modern icon. How fickle 
was the press? Diana was born 60 years ago this week.  
Let us in Australia appreciate the skills and gifts of one another. Let us encourage and build 
up one another. God’s presence is often in ordinary ways. God is there perhaps in the words, 
‘sorry Mum’ or ‘this is great work’, or ‘how was your day’- let us try to help some ‘poppies’ 
flourish. 
 

…..Kevin McIntosh 
 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptised this Sunday 
Mikayla ALLENDER 
Ruby CRUTCHFIELD 
Hunter LIBRERI 
Isla WIEGERINK 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
4PM MASS:  will resume when the parish commences  the First Eucharist       
celebrations on July 24. The 4pm Mass will continue to and include August 21. 
Please continue to book online for these  extra Masses at olmcsunbury.com  
 
OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT:   We recently received this harrowing 
story of the challenges faced by LAP Team Members Caring for HIV Children in 
the slums of Jakarta. 
We urge you to read the summary on our parish website https://
olmcsunbury.com/2021/06/24/lentera-anak-pelangi-the-children-we-support-in-
indonesia/ 
or on the OLMC Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/olmcsunbury 
In the summary Nita Anggriawan (the LAP Program Coordinator) not only        
describes the challenges faced by individual case workers in their tireless efforts 
to care for the children, but  also highlights the risk to the viability of some of 
LAP’s key support programs as it confronts a loss of around 2/3 of its sponsorship 
funding. 
Our next  fundraising collection at all Masses is planned for November, however if 
you would like to make a once-off or regular contribution to assist the Jakarta LAP 
team the parish office would be pleased to help you. 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
Parish LAP Fundraising Team.      
 
JUSTICE IN JULY: During the months of July, being the month   dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Parish community in collaboration with our primary 
schools are asked to think about and support the plight of disadvantage  families. 
We are asked to support Vinnies, Asylum Seekers and Winter Shelter. There will 
be a Vinnies Winter Appeal for cash donations, a call for food staples, toiletries 
and warm hats, scarves and gloves. There will be a collection box for those who 
wish to support this appeal. Parishioners are welcome to donate via the collection 
box in the foyer.  
Our thanks to the extraordinary contributions made by our 3 Primary School     
students.  Thank you. 
 
TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS:  with an extension of their licence, C31 the       
community TV channel will continue to broadcast live and free from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Melbourne while there are Covid restrictions at 11am Sunday        
mornings. 
 
HOLY TRINITY PROGRESS REPORT:  The construction of Stage II of Holy     
Trinity School is proceeding well. The six new classrooms are scheduled to be 
completed by the end of this month, if the weather is suitable. The community 
building with its 6-metre cross is due to be completed at the end of August. 
 
CATHOLIC MISSION:  on the weekend of 10 & 11 July, our parish will hold the 
Catholic Mission appeal. Catholic Mission support missions which promote the 
dignity of human rights for all and they need our help. Please help support the 
good work being done. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Wednesday 7 July 7.30pm Knights of the Southern Cross—Parish Centre 
 
MARY MACKILLOP HERITAGE CENTRE:  is open for pilgrims, parishioners and 
community groups Monday to Friday from 9am-5pm. The Mary MacKillop        
Museum is open to visitors, there is a  Heritage trail walk, visit the Chapel where 
Mary prayed and take a peek at the gift shop.  Please call 9926 9300 for further 
info. 
 
CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE:  Ethical Issues and Human Ageing; 
Online unit via zoom on 6 Saturdays from 31 July. Lecturer: Rev Dr Laurence 
McNamara CM, Audit, Undergraduate and Postgraduate Options available.     
Enquiries 03 9412 3333 or registrar@ctc.edu.au    

MEMORIAL MASS FOR INDIAN COMMUNITY:   will be celebrated 
on Thursday July 15 at 6.30pm in St Anne’s church in support of our 
parishioners who have lost relatives in India due to Covid and others 
who have great concerns for their relatives in India. All parishioners 
are welcome. You are welcome to bring a photo of loved ones to the 
Mass.  
 

MASS BOOKINGS: Mass bookings are open for the first 3 weeks of 
July. The bookings will open as the numbers are available from    
Government and the Archdiocese COVID restrictions. There are 4 
Masses planned each Sunday when the Parish celebrates children's’ 
First Eucharist in July and August. 
Mass bookings continue to be essential for confirmed seating. 
 

PCT PURPOSE: To promote the Parish mission to live and          
communicate the love, values, and teachings of Christ in our world. 
The PCT shares in the responsibility for the ongoing life and        
development of the faith community, working together with           
parishioners to provide support for their efforts to live as followers of 
Christ. Our PCT members are Michael McConville,  
Denise O’Brien, Juan Carlos Rodriguez-Dellar, Jane Voon, Sue 
Wight, Mary Baensch, Garnet Jacob, Pauline Sharma, Michael     
Hetherington, Fr Kevin, Lyn Plummer & Sr Jose. 
This month the PCT reviewed the Plenary Council and Parish Survey 
documents with a view to implementing our Parishioners’              
suggestions. 
 

CATHOLIC FAITH: Do you know someone who may be interested in 
knowing more about the Catholic faith? 
The Inquiry Period of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) will     
commence in our Parish shortly. Any inquiries would be welcome at 
the Parish Office 97441060 
 

SUNBURY WINTER SHELTER: Opened for this winter last       
Thursday. On Mondays, the Shelter will be hosted in our Parish    
Centre. 
 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY:  falls on 
the first Sunday in July and is a significant celebration on our 
Church’s calendar. Whilst providing us with an opportunity to 
acknowledge our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and 
sisters, the celebration also signifies that we are united as one in 
God’s love and care. 
Because of the close relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait   
Islander Peoples to the land or ‘country’ we can all learn from them to 
be better stewards of our environment and help repair the damage 
done and so, to Heal Country. 
This year’s theme is ‘Heal Country’. Today our world is in need of 
healing– environmentally, spiritually and socially. We must all come 
together as a global  community to fight the  injustices of inequality, 
racism and      
environmental 
change. It is also 
reflective of the 
Pandemic the 
world is  facing.  
As Catholics, we 
can set an       
example for the 
rest of Australia to 
follow by coming      
together as equals 
and friends in the 
name of  Jesus 
Christ and in the 
spirit of mutual      
respect and unity 
as one people.  
 


