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27 June 2021  
Thirteenth Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:         Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 29:2, 4-6, 11-13  

I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued 
me. 

Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15 
Gospel Acclamation: Cf. 2 Timothy 1:10 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with 
death and brought us life through his gospel. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:     Mark 5:21-43 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Chris DOUTRE Vicki HEATH Paul 
HOCKING Chris HULL Anna LEE Roisin 
MCGOVERN Christopher MCKEOWN Benjamin 
MIFSUD  Esmaela PAPANGO Lucy PERKOVIC 
Peter RYAN  Anthony SERIC Dylan THOMPSON 
 
Recently Deceased:  Timothy DIVINY Jem 
HICKS 
 
Anniversaries: Margaret FANNING Marie & 
Tony MAGRIN Louis, Joe, Maryanne & Sam 
MUSCAT Margot RILEY Felice SALLUZZO        

Our Parish is committed to 
the Safety, Wellbeing and   
Dignity of all including     
children and vulnerable 

adults. 

 

TWO WOMEN RAISED TO NEW LIFE 
Although our gospel reading today is rather lengthy, it is providential for us given the news 
last Thursday where we heard the rising rate of domestic violence during the pandemic. The  
majority of victims in domestic violence are women. 
Today, we hear of the raising of two women– one suffering for twelve years of blood        
haemorrhaging and the other a girl of twelve years who dies. 
 
LAWS OF BEING RITUALLY UNCLEAN: In the Jewish religion, a person with a blood 
disease, had to self-isolate with no relationship to husband, family, friends or worshippers. To 
touch the body of a dead person rendered one ritually unclean. A male was forbidden to 
touch a woman who is not his wife. A girl aged 12 years was considered a young woman of        
marriageable age. 
In an earlier chapter of Mark’s gospel (3:6), Jesus upset the Pharisees in a synagogue when 
he cured a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath. The officials viewed the curing as work, 
and one should not work on the Sabbath. Immediately after this cure, the Pharisees and    
Herodians met to discuss how to destroy Jesus. 
 
TWO WOMEN RAISED TO LIFE: Jesus on his way to cure Jairus’ daughter is         
interrupted by a woman with a blood haemorrhage. She came quietly from behind Jesus who 
was being pressed by the large crowd around him. She believed if she could just touch his 
clothes she would be cured of her sickness which she had endured for 12 years in a living 
death of alienation. 
Jesus accepted her touch even though he became ritually unclean. The woman is trans-
formed. She becomes a child of God, enjoying a new life. Jesus calls her, “My daughter”, He 
says: “Your faith has restored you to health.” She can now resume relating to family and 
friends. 
Jesus’ journey to Jairus’ house to cure his daughter has been delayed by Jesus being      
compassionate to the woman. We too need to interrupt our lives to be more compassionate 
and caring to others.  
Jairus continues to have faith in Jesus even when he hears his daughter has died. In the 
Jewish culture, it was not permissible to touch a dead body or a marriageable girl. Jesus goes 
beyond these taboos and takes the girl by the hand, saying “Taletha Kum”. This in the local 
language means: “ My dearest little one”- Jesus is affectionately  calling her his daughter. The 
girl now has a future– a marriageable hope. Jesus asks her parents to give her something to 
eat. Later after his resurrection, the Risen Jesus asked for food. We are fed at the Eucharist. 
 
FAITH IN JESUS’ POWER TO HEAL:  In Mark’s gospel, in the presence of Jesus, all death 
is only a sleep.  Within the gospel story of the healing of Jairus’ daughter is the account of the 
haemorrhaging woman. Because of his privilege in a patriarchal society, the father comes to 
Jesus openly. As a woman and being unclean, she violates religious and social taboos as she 
approaches him. This is the only miracle story where Jesus does not initiate the cure.       
However, both the woman and the man act out of faith. They believe that Jesus has the    
power to heal, and Jesus grants their wishes. Their faith is in contrast to the incredulity of 
those gathered at the home of Jairus. At the heart of each of these stories is the question of 
faith in Jesus, and his power over sickness and death. 
 

DIGNITY OF WOMEN: In Mark’s gospel, Jesus has broken through all the barriers. He 
burst through the barriers of illness, of prejudice and of death itself. Women rise to have   
fullness of life which their own religious tradition would never allow for them. The dignity of 
being a woman has been aggressively affirmed by Jesus as he touches and gives life to two 
women. Jesus will not allow the culture of his time- ‘keeping women in their place’- to prevent 
the fullness of life for these women.  
 

GOD IS CLOSE TO THE ELDERLY– POPE FRANCIS: on 23 June, the first World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly, Pope Francis recalled how he was at retirement age when he 
was elected pope. He said the Lord is close to us with new possibilities, new ideas, new    
consolations. You know the Lord is eternal, he never, ever goes into retirement. 

….Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptized 
This Sunday 
Georgia NETTLETON 
Kian SHAUGHNESSY 
Amalee SMITH 
Lenny STOPYRA 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
QR CODES: As everyone knows by now, we must use QR codes to check in to 
all our Parish facilities. For those who need the Vic Gov app, we have put links on 
the front page of our  website (olmcsunbury.com) and if you just open that site on 
your smartphone and click on the appropriate link for either your  Android phone 
or your Apple iPhone, it will take you straight to the Victorian  government QR 
code application where you just click install and it will install it for you. If you have 
an older Samsung phone there is a link there with information from Samsung 
which may be able to help you to get it to work on an older Samsung phone. 
 
CATHOLIC MISSION:  on the weekend of 10 & 11 July, our parish will hold the 
Catholic Mission appeal. Catholic Mission support missions which promote the 
dignity of human rights for all and they need our help. Please help support the 
good work being done. 
 
ENGAGING WITH 'TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL 
Proclaim: The Office for Mission Renewal, warmly invites you to engage with the 
heart of this renewed vision for our Archdiocese through prayerful reflection and 
dialogue. 
1. 'Take the Way of the Gospel': Together we Pray  
You are invited to take up the invitation from Archbishop Comensoli to pray for our 
Archdiocese as we begin the journey of 'Take the Way of the Gospel'. This      
significant time of discernment begins with prayer and with calling upon the Holy 
Spirit to lead and guide us.  
Invite anyone and everyone—your parishes, family, prayer groups, school com-
munities—to join in this weekly online prayer opportunity for our Archdiocese. To 
allow for differing availabilities, each week the same session will be run twice:  
· Wednesdays 7.30–8.00pm: 30 June and 7 & 14 July  
· Thursdays 12.30–1.00pm: 1, 8 & 15 July (repeat sessions)   
2. 'Take the Way of the Gospel'—Beginning the Journey 
In this online workshop, we will listen carefully to the 'Take the Way of the Gospel' 
pastoral letter and ponder how we are each being called by the Holy Spirit into a 
renewed way of being in our local Church. There will be time to respectfully share 
with each other so as to deepen our understanding of this vision and fuel our   
energy to involve our faith communities.   
The sessions will model the use of a resource 'Take the Way of the Gospel—
Beginning the Journey' which will be available for parish use in coming weeks. 
The workshop is suitable for parish leadership, parish pastoral councils, school 
communities, ministry groups, prayer groups and all interested parishioners and 
diocesan community groups. To allow for differing availabilities, the same session 
will be run twice:  
· Friday 18 June, 2.00–3.30pm 
· Tuesday 22 June, 7.30–9.00pm (repeat session) 
Location: Zoom  
Registration via: www.trybooking.com/BRYSQ 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Wednesday 30 June 10am Holy Trinity Site Meeting 
   7.30pm Parish Coordinating Team 
Thursday 1 July  7.30pm Parish Liturgy Team 

4PM MASS:  The 4pm Masses will cease after this weekend, June 
26 and resume when the parish commences  the First Eucharist 
celebrations on July 24. The 4pm Mass will continue to and including 
August 21. Please continue to book online for these extra Masses at 
olmcsunbury.com  
 
MEMORIAL MASS FOR INDIAN COMMUNITY:   will be celebrated 
on Thursday July 15 at 6.30pm in St Anne’s church in support of our 
parishioners who have lost relatives in India due to Covid and others 
who have great concerns for their relatives in India. All parishioners 
are welcome. You are welcome to bring a photo of loved ones to the 
Mass.  
 
BOOKINGS FOR MASS:  while restrictions are in place to have 
only 100 people at each Mass, please ensure you continue to 
book for any of Sunday Masses– 5.30pm Saturday and 8.30am & 
10.30am Sunday.  Please book via the parish website olmcsun-
bury.com or speak to your Mass coordinator for       assistance 
with booking for next week.  Parish staff are unable to make 
bookings for Mass. Thank you for your understanding and con-
tinued cooperation during these unusual times.  
 
CATHOLIC FAITH: Do you know someone who may be interested in 
knowing more about the Catholic faith? 
The Inquiry Period of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) will      
commence in our Parish shortly. 
Any inquiries would be welcome at the Parish Office 97441060 
 
JUSTICE IN JUNE & JULY: During the months of June & July, being 
the month dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Parish       
community in collaboration with our primary schools are asked to 
think about and support the plight of disadvantage  families. We are 
asked to support Vinnies, Asylum Seekers and Winter Shelter. There 
will be a Vinnies Winter Appeal for cash donations, a call for food 
staples, toiletries and warm hats, scarves and gloves. There will be a 
collection box for those who wish to support this appeal. Parishioners 
are welcome to donate via the collection box in the foyer. Thank you. 
 
JUSTICE IN JUNE UPDATE:  with the end of Term 2 came a     
bountiful load of donations from our 3 parish primary schools. OLMC 
reported the Year 4 students, teachers and families led the school to 
donate a full carload of goodies and $385 cash to Vinnies. 
Similarly, Holy Trinity Preps led the way with their casual dress day 
donations of food staples, toiletries, socks and beanies to support 
those in need. A full car load was delivered to the parish office on 
Thursday afternoon. 
And likewise St Anne’s students, teachers and families have been 
thoughtful and kind to donate for those in need. 
Thank you to everyone who has supported Justice in June at our 
schools. The generosity shown by everyone is truly in they spirit of 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 
MARY MACKILLOP HERITAGE CENTRE:  is open for pilgrims, 
parishioners and community groups Monday to Friday from 9am-
5pm. The Mary MacKillop Museum is open to visitors, there is a    
Heritage trail walk, visit the Chapel where Mary prayed and take a 
peek at the gift shop.  Please call 9926 9300 for further info. 


