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16 May 2021  
The Ascension of the Lord 

First Reading:  Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 46:2-3, 6-9  

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 
blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Second Reading:     Ephesians 4:1-13  
Gospel Acclamation:   Matthew 28:19, 20 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with 

you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:     Mark 16:15-20 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Mark ARIANS Chris DOUTRE Frances 
GLEESON  Vicki HEATH Paul HOCKING      
Roisin MCGOVERN Christopher MCKEOWN 
Benjamin MIFSUD  Esmaela PAPANGO Lucy 
PERKOVIC  Peter RYAN  Anthony SERIC  
 
Recently Deceased: George BURT Carmel 
NUNN Eduardo SANTOS 
 
Anniversaries:  Harrie JANSEN Lorna HONNER 
Rose PULIS Henry SIMMONS Catherine ZARB 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety, Wellbeing and Dignity of 

all including children and       
vulnerable adults. 

Special Collection This Weekend 
Chaplaincy Appeal 

THE CLOSE OF ONE MINISTRY– THE BEGINNING OF A NEW MINISTRY 
 
The event of the Ascension of the Lord was a turning point in the life of the church. 
Christ’s earthly activity was closed by his withdrawing his physical presence but the 
Ascension was when the disciples ministry was launched. Like runners in a relay 
race, the baton was passed from Jesus to his disciples to do ministry. 
Today’s feast is not to look back at the past, but to focus on the future. Now we     
experience Christ through the presence of the Holy Spirit. While Jesus’ physical    
presence has ceased, God did not abandon his people or his mission. 
 
NEW MODE OF BEING WITH US: As Christ commenced his messianic reign in 
heaven, he did not abandon us. He is active in a new mode of being. Through the 
hands, the feet and the mouths of disciples, Christ will continue his messianic work 
until the end of time. The new mode is the presence of the Holy Spirit in a new body, 
the Church. Christ is present. He teaches through the apostles, he ministers through 
pastors; he continues to heal, to comfort and to forgive through our pastoral          
ministries. We have his power. We have each other. Together we make up the new 
body of Christ. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S LOVE: In our gospel today, St Mark writes, 
“Jesus showed himself (after the Resurrection) to the Eleven and said to them, “Go 
out to the whole world, proclaim the Good News to all creation.” “(Mark 16:15) 
Despite some failures of Christians, the saving love of Christ has been proclaimed to 
all the world. Today, 33% of the world’s population are Christian, at least in name. 
Christianity is the largest religion in the world. 50% of the world’s Christians are     
Roman Catholic. 
Christianity upsets some governments. Currently 200 million Christians worldwide 
cannot freely exercise their faith. They are persecuted or oppressed in 40 countries. 
Last week a Communist government prohibited Christians chatting on the internet. 
We Christians are to continue Christ’s ministry to the whole world. We evangelise by 
our actions, not by our words. We are to be open and honest abut our faith. St     
Francis of Assisi taught, “Preach at all times, when necessary use words!”. Our     
actions and our attitudes proclaim the word more powerfully than words. 
We may feel inadequate to the task. The first disciples were still a wounded          
community, wounded by Judas’ treachery, by Peter’s betrayal and by their own    
cowardice. Yet it was in the midst of such failure Jesus called them to mission. 
 
WORLD WATER DAY:  The annual celebration was held on 22 March. In 
Rome, Pope Francis said, “This day invites as to reflect on the value of this wonderful 
and irreplaceable gift of God. For us believers ‘sister’ water is not a commodity; it is a 
universal symbol and a source of life and health. It is necessary to ensure drinking 
water and sanitation for all.” 
The focus of World Water Day is to support the achievement of Sustainable          
Development Goal (SDG-6)- water and sanitation for all by 2030. 
 
THANKS AND FAREWELL: we offer to Sean Quigley who has retired as 
sports educator at St Anne’s School for 26 years. May past students have fond   
memories of his teaching. May you be blessed in your new work. 
 

….Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptised this Sunday: 
Rosalie CHALANA 
Mason DICKSON 
Poppy MCKENZIE 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
 
ANNUAL MASS COUNT: during the month of May, all parishes in the     
Archdiocese of Melbourne are asked to count all who attend at all parish 
Masses. 
 
SUNBURY  WINTER SHELTER: is seeking volunteers as the    Shelter is 
planning to commence on 1 June. Training sessions will be held in May. 
Volunteer registration forms are available on the desks in the foyer. More 
details—on wns.sunbury@gmail.com or 0497 216 118. Each night of the 
week the Shelter will operate at  a Sunbury Church at three shifts:  5-11pm, 
11pm-6am, 6am-9am. There are various roles for volunteers: fellowship, 
kitchen, driver and laundry.  
 
SUNBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD KITCHEN will be restarting in the next    
couple of months. 
Do you want to join our team of volunteers???? 
We need friendly, active and motivated people who want to make a           
difference and help others in need. 18 years and over. 
Volunteers required on  
Mondays 9am to 8pm 
Thursdays 9am to 1pm  
Do you have interest in any of the duties below, if so, we need you to        
volunteer. 
Cooks, front of house, back of house, setting up the dining room, drivers with 
current drivers license, for collection of food supplies (usually on Thursdays), 
fundraising, committee management roles, promotions, website and social 
media. 
Some criteria required:  
* Must be 18 years and over 
* Must have a current Working With Children Check 
******Registration night******** 
Contact volunteercoordinator@sunburyneighbourhoodkitchen.org.au for   
further information. 
 
CHAPLAINCY APPEAL 2021:  This weekend is the Chaplaincy Appeal. 
Donations from our parish community will help the Chaplaincy programs to 
support the most vulnerable people in our community. Parishioners are     
encouraged to offer prayers and a financial donation to help provide          
continued spiritual and emotional comfort to individuals and families in      
Victoria facing loneliness, illness, pain, grief and death. You can donate using 
the envelopes available in the gathering space or online at 
www.ccam.org.au or call 9287 55130. 
 
 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT QR CODE SERVICE:  Our Parish is 
already using this free service which will be mandatory from 28 
May. This QR code system already integrates with the Victorian 
Department of Health’s contact tracing system. Those without a 
mobile phone will continue to be recorded manually. 
 
CATHOLIC SUPPORT– CALL TO END NUCLEAR WEAPONS:  
Seven leading American Catholics, including three bishops have 
joined seven scientists urging President Biden to pursue the end 
of nuclear weapons. These disarmament proponents are following 
the teaching of Pope Francis’s encyclicals on our common home 
and fellowship. The call echoes papal appeals since the 1960’s. 
 
MAJOR BINGO:  now begins at 7.30pm on Thursdays at        
Sunbury Bowling Club, 49 Riddell Rd. There is a need for        
volunteers to run the program which gives joy and friendship to 
over 100 patrons. Please contact our Parish Office. 
 
FOUNDATION “PREP” YEAR 2022: Interviews of prospective 
students to our three schools and their parents continue this 
week. Interviews will continue until 26 May. 
 
HALL BOOKINGS:  For Parish Centre bookings please  
contact Cathie Lio, the Parish Centre Manager on 0405 380 560 
directly.  
 
EVERGREENS recently had lunch and movie for 26 enjoyed by 
all. We are having lunch at Olive Tree on 25th May 12.00pm. No 
membership needed. Seniors all welcome. Please call Joe 
Spiteri on 0477 677 248 to book As soon as possible.  

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Pat Burt as her 
husband of 61 years, George, entered eternal life on 6 May aged 
86 years. A former Naval officer and stevedore. George and Pat 
came to Diggers Rest in our parish in 1998. They lost their two 
sons aged in their 30’s to serious illness. George’s Funeral was 
celebrated on Friday concluding at Keilor cemetery. 

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH:  We know Joseph loved Jesus. His one 
concern was for the safety of the child entrusted to him. Not only 
did he leave his home to protect Jesus, but upon his return settled 
in the obscure town of Nazareth out of fear for his life. When   
Jesus stayed in the Temple we are told Joseph (along with Mary) 
searched with great anxiety for three days for him (Luke 2:48). 
We also know that Joseph treated Jesus as his own son for over 
and over the people of Nazareth say of Jesus, “Is this not the son 
of Joseph?” (Luke 4:22). 

Some statues of Joseph show his staff topped with flowers. St 
Joseph is shown with the attributes of a carpenter’s square or 
tools, the infant Jesus, his lily blossomed staff, two turtle doves, or 
a spikenard. 

 




