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10th January 2021 
Baptism of the Lord 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-11 
Psalm Response:   Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7  
You will draw water joyfully from the springs 

of salvation. 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-9 
Gospel Acclamation:    cf John 1:29  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
John saw Jesus approaching him and said: 
this is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sins of the world. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Mark 1:7-11 
 

 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Chris DOUTRE 
Roisin MCGOVERN  Benjamin MIFSUD Fr Gerry 
O’COLLINS SJ Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy 
PERKOVIC   Bob POWLES  Billy TAGGART       
 
Recently Deceased:  Lina FRASSON 
 
Anniversaries:   Jean DORNEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 
  

Baptism of the Lord 
A very drunk man stumbles upon the local Baptist minister conducting his Sunday 
service down by the river. He proceeds to venture into the water and stand next to 
the minister. The minister turns, notices the man and says, ‘Mister, are you ready to 
find Jesus?’ The man looks back and says, ‘Yes Reverend, I am.’ The minister then 
dunks the fellow under the water and pulls him right back up. ‘Have you found      
Jesus?’ the minister asks. ‘No, I didn't!’ replies the man. The minister then dunks him 
under for quite a bit longer, brings him up and says, ‘Now brother, have you found 
Jesus?’ ‘No, I did not!’ says the drunken man again. Disgusted, the minister holds 
the man under for at least thirty seconds this time, brings him up and demands, ‘For 
the grace of God, have you found Jesus yet?’ The man wipes his eyes and pleads, 
‘Are you sure this is where he fell in?’  
 
One of the actions I find most consoling about the scene in today’s Gospel is that 
John the Baptist immersed Jesus in the waters of the Jordan. Indeed the word    
baptism is derived from the Greek word, bapto, or baptizo, to wash or to immerse. 
Most of us were baptised with just a sprinkling of water. These days, however, the 
Church encourages adults and infants, where possible, to follow in the more ancient 
tradition of full immersion. We all know the amount of water used in the baptism 
does not destine the power of the sacrament – that’s found in how we live our     
Christian commitment away from the font. What full immersion does is link the ritual 
of baptism more directly to the experience of Jesus and enables the symbolism of 
the water to be more fully realised.  
 
There are no half measures about immersion, we are in there boots and all. In an 
extraordinary visual metaphor Mark tells us this is what God does for us in Christ. 
We don’t have a detached God who only presides over us. We don’t have a      
coaching God who sits on the sidelines barking orders at us on the field of life. And 
we don’t have a policeman God who wants to catch us breaking the rules. We have 
a God who in Jesus the Lord immersed himself in our world, heart and mind, soul 
and divinity, boots and all.  
 
This is why the earliest association the Christians made with the waters of baptism 
was that it symbolised Jesus’ tomb. We are the only world religion to believe that 
God took our flesh and died. Because of the three days Jesus spent in the tomb, we 
plunge our adults and children into the watery tomb of the font three times. And as 
we do we call on the Trinity to enable them to die to sin, and rise to the freedom of 
Christ’s life. In this context we can see that the deeper the font and the fuller the 
immersion, the more easily everyone present understands the power of the symbols.  
 
For all those baptised in Christ, a curious thing happens. As Jesus fully immersed 
himself in our world, so we are fully immersed in Christ. But we are not spared from 
the world as if we are initiated into a reclusive religious sect. We are sent out to the 
world knowing, because of Jesus, that we are loved by God and are pleasing to 
God. We are sent out with faith, hope and joy to fall into the arms of the world and 
discover that here, too, is where Christ dwells.  
 

© Richard Leonard SJ 
 
 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all 



and resurrection. 
Through baptism men and women are incorporated into Christ. They 

are formed into God’s people, and they obtain forgiveness of all their sins. 
They are raised from the natural human condition to the dignity of adopted 
children. They become a new creation through water and the Holy Spirit. 
Hence they are called, and are indeed, the children of God. 

On this feast of the Baptism of Christ Jesus, it is vitally important that 
we who are baptised into Christ should be made aware of the dignity which 
has been bestowed on us by the grace and mercy of God. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook  sdb 
 
HAVE YOU THOUGHT? – Baptism: Whilst today we celebrate the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, it is also a reminder and  celebration of our own Baptism. 
Today’s gospel is a reminder that we are baptised with the Holy Spirit, not   
merely with water. To be baptised with the Holy Spirit means that we are drawn 
into communion with God and we are also empowered by that communion to 
make a difference in the world – to reach out a helping hand to those in need 
and to proclaim the good news of Jesus through our actions and our words.   
      …...Cf Greg Sunter 
  
YEAR OF ST JOSEPH:  Pope Francis on December 8, 2020 published an   
Apostolic Letter Patris corde (With a Father’s Heart), commemorating the 150th 
anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 
Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of St 
Joseph”, running from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021.  
 
SUNDAY MASS AT 5PM: As announced previously,  5pm Mass is being    
postponed until further notice. The impact of the Covid restrictions has forced us 
to cancel the 5pm Mass however we would like to resume this Mass in the New 
Year.  We require a support team of volunteers as registrars, ushers and    
cleaners as well as setup and  an AV operator to ensure the Mass can be     
celebrated in line with health regulations. 
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per copy. 
Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this beautiful       
calendar. 
 
PARISH BINGO RESUMING:  Covid may have forced us into recess but….. 
We’re back! Our parish bingo session, Major Bingo, is re-launching bigger and 
better than ever at a new venue– SUNBURY BOWLING CLUB, 49   Riddell Rd, 
Sunbury Thursday 21st January. Eyes down 8pm. $60, $100 & $1000 game 
prizes every week. 
Come along and join the fun. Enquiries– Gary Plummer 0419 301 760 

…..Parish Bingo Committee 
 
MASKS NOW REQUIRED WHEN ATTENDING MASS:  in accordance with 
government regulations, masks are required when attending Mass. The good 
news is we will be able to sing the parts of the Mass again!  
We will still be taking bookings for all Masses via the parish website        
olmcsunbury.com or call the parish office. We will still need volunteers to   
assist with each Mass, so please offer help when you book your place at Mass. 

BAPTISM– From Fr Bert’s Archive……:  I am baptised. What 
does this statement mean? People who flocked to the River   
Jordan to be baptised by John the Baptist could say ‘I am        
baptised.’ This statement simply implied, I have undergone a 
ritual purification. I have undergone a ritual cleansing of sin, a 
baptism of repentance, and, by so doing, I am resolved to turn 
away from sin and start on the path of virtue. Baptism comes from 
a Greek word for having a bath or a good wash. The baptismal 
ritual offered by John used water as a symbol of washing off the 
dirt of past misconduct. Water is used for washing dirty clothes, 
dirty dishes and the dirt stuck to our bodies, so water is used in 
ritual baptism as a symbol of cleansing of sin and as a sign of 
repentance. 

 ‘I am baptised a Christian’ means much more than mere 
ritual purification. John the Baptist himself in the gospel of Luke 
acknowledges that the one who comes after him will offer a     
greater baptism: ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is      
coming, someone who is more powerful than I am…He will     
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’ (Lk 3:16) There never 
was a time in the life of the Church when there was no baptism, 
but it was a different type of baptism to John’s. 

Christian baptism still uses water as its central symbol.    
Water is life-giving and is essential to human, animal and plant 
life. We have all experienced drought and its devastation, and we 
have also experienced the planet coming to life after           
drought-breaking rains. At the same time, however, we have   
experienced floods and tsunamis and the drowning and death 
caused by them. So, water is both a symbol of life and death. St 
Paul takes up this theme in his letter to the Romans. ‘We have 
died to sin; how could we go on living in it? You cannot have     
forgotten that all of us, when we were baptised into Christ Jesus, 
were baptised into his death. So by our baptism into his death we 
were buried in with him, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the Father’s glorious power, we too should begin living a 
new life. If we have been joined to him in a death like his, so we 
shall be by a resurrection like his… (Rom 6:1-6) This dying to sin 
and rising to new life which Paul links to the death and            
resurrection of Christ is re-enacted symbolically in our Church at 
the Easter Vigil when the candidate for baptism walks down into 
the water, goes through a ritual drowning, and rises out of the 
water as a newly baptised Christian. 

The doctrine of Christian initiation, of which baptism is the 
entry point, is summed up in the “General Introduction’ to the rite 
in the revised Roman Ritual: 

Through the sacraments of Christian initiation men and    
women are freed from the power of darkness. With Christ they 
die, are buried and rise again. They receive the Spirit of adoption 
which makes them God’s sons and daughters, and with the entire 
people of God, they celebrate the memorial of the Lord’s death 


