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3rd January 2021 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13  

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Gospel Acclamation:    Matthew 2:2  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; and have 

come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Chris DOUTRE 
Roisin MCGOVERN  Fr Gerry O’COLLINS SJ 
Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy PERKOVIC   Bob 
POWLES      Billy TAGGART      Enriqueta    
VILLAMATER   
 
Recently Deceased:  Bishop Geoff ROBINSON 
 
Anniversaries:   James MCGOVERN 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 

  

THE SAVIOUR OF THE ENTIRE WORLD 
Today’s feast has in our time a great relevance when nations have strict border      
controls where there is much emphasis on who is in and who is out. The event of the 
Epiphany teaches us the opposite view– the universality of God’s love for all people. 
Jesus’ final teaching in Matthew’s gospel is: “Go, make disciples of all the na-
tions.” (Mat 28:20) 
 
THREE EPIPHANIES: Epiphany is from the Greek word ‘manifestation’- showing. 
In each of the first three chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, there is a manifestation. In 
Chapter one, an angel appears to Joseph in a dream and reveals Mary “has           
conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She is to give birth to a son.” (1:21). In 
chapter two, “There in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it halted over 
the place where the child was.” (2:10). In chapter three at the baptism of Jesus, a 
voice spoken from heaven: “This is my son, the Beloved” (3:17). 
 
THE EPIPHANY AT BETHLEHEM:  The Gospel teaches that the birth of Christ is not 
a myth, but was situated squarely in time and place during the reign of Herod and at 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem. To understand the Gospel event, the key is the actors– the 
Wise Men and Herod, not the star. The story is full of symbols. 
The Wise Men are from the east, maybe from modern day Iraq or Syria. They are not 
previously part of the ‘Chosen people’ of Israel, the Jews. The Magi (Hebrew for 
seers) have been ‘chosen’ by God from the Gentile world. 
The Magi find the infant Jesus and his mother Mary. They pay homage kneeling     
before the child and they presented their three gifts– myrrh for embalming– for use 
after his death; incense– for use in the Temple and gold– fitting for a king. 
 
MARY RECEIVES THE WISE MEN: Not only do the Wise Men pay homage to the 
infant Jesus as their ruler, they place before him the rich gifts of their culture and these 
are graciously received. Joseph has faded from view; it is Mary who receives their gift 
on behalf of Jesus. 
The English novelist Evelyn Waugh puts these beautiful words on the lips of Empress 
Helena:  
“…. You came and were not turned away. You too found room before the manger. 
Your gifts were not needed, but they were accepted and put carefully by, for they were 
brought with love. In that new order of charity that had just come to life, there was 
room for you, too.”  
 
CONTRASTING REACTIONS TO THE EPIPHANY: Our Gospel story contrasts 
wisdom and power. The Magi from the east are called wise and they come searching 
for Jesus in order to offer homage. It takes wisdom to acknowledge the truth of who 
we are before the mystery of God’s ways. In humility they kneel before a child, seeing 
here a sign of God’s presence. Herod acts with power. He commands and expects 
obedience. He is the King of Judea and will not tolerate another called ‘king of the 
Jews’. Even the words of the Magi and the prophecies from the Scriptures fail to 
change his grasp on power. Herod’s hands cling to his rule while the hands of the 
Magi open with gifts for the child. 
May God grant us the wisdom to live with open hands and a heart that seeks your 
presence.                                                                           …..C. Mary Coloe 
 
 

PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



SUNDAY MASS AT 5PM: As announced previously,  5pm Mass is     
being postponed until further notice. The impact of the Covid restrictions 
has forced us to cancel the 5pm Mass however we would like to resume 
this Mass in the New Year.  We require a support team of volunteers as 
registrars, ushers and cleaners as well as setup and  an AV operator to 
ensure the Mass can be celebrated due to health regulations. 
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per 
copy. Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this 
beautiful calendar. 
 
PARISH BINGO RESUMING:  Covid may have forced us into recess 
but….. We’re back! Our parish bingo session, Major Bingo, is re-launching 
bigger and better than ever at a new venue– SUNBURY BOWLING 
CLUB, 49 Riddell Rd, Sunbury Thursday 21st January. Eyes down 8pm. 
$60, $100 & $1000 game prizes every week. 
Come along and join the fun. Enquiries– Gary Plummer 0419 301 760 

…..Parish Bingo Committee 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BEST WISHES FOR 2021: on behalf of Fr Kevin and the Parish Team, we 
wish all our Parishioners a very peaceful and happy New Year.  We thank 
you for your support and encouragement throughout this year and look 
forward to the New Year.  
Here is a wise, old Irish blessing:  May your troubles be less and your 
blessings be more, and nothing but happiness come through your door! 

….Jo Spiteri (Parish Secretary) 
 

OUR REACTIONS TO THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD IN 
2021: How eager or how reluctant are we to seek God? Do 
we listen to the Word of God-as the Wise Men who had read the 
Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament. 
Are we discerning of hypocrisy and a hunger of power like     
Herod in ourselves, in our world and in our Church? Our       
attitudes of strangers has been poor in Australia– the way our 
indigenous brothers and sisters have been treated since 1788, 
now they live ten years less than other Australians. Do we    
welcome refugees? 
Today’s Bible readings announce a large world view. We      
believe in one– universal-Church. 
Like the Wise Men, we are all to be seekers of truth needing the 
guidance of God. 
 
GOING HOME, CHANGED: The wise men, or Magi, are 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod and they go home 
by a different way. How could they do anything but go home 
another way-indeed, go home as different people? They are 
changed by their encounter with the child Jesus and they go 
home a different way; in a different state; in a whole different 
frame of mind. When we genuinely encounter Jesus-in        
scripture, in life, in prayer, in ourselves-then we cannot go home 
the same way; we must go home by a different way as the Magi 
did. 
May this feast change our hearts and enable us to die to self so 
as to be born to God’s glory that can and does shine through 
us. And may we remember that this epiphany is not meant for 
us alone, but that we are called to go public with it and     
demonstrate our belief in today’s feast by the way we live, the 
world we help create, and the one we strive to recreate. 
 
OUR CHRISTMAS CRIB: with the arrival of the Magi from the 
east seeking the Christ, our crib is now complete. Apart from the 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we have two sets of 
visitors– the poor local shepherds and the rich Gentiles from a 
foreign land, perhaps modern day Iraq or Syria. Our thanks go 
to Jo Wiegerink for maintaining our crib.  
 
BISHOP GEOFF ROBINSON: entered eternal life on 29th 
December aged 83 years. On 21st December, Geoff celebrated 
Mass to mark his 60th anniversary of his priestly ordination in 
1960. Geoff became one of the top ten Canon lawyers in the 
English-speaking world. He taught me Canon Law in Sydney in 
1979. Geoff was a keen golfer. He was  an auxiliary bishop in 
Sydney from 1984-2004. He suffered cancer for some years. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
  
 


