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25th December 2020 
Nativity of the Lord 

First Reading:  Isaiah 9:1-7 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 95:1-3, 11-13  

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
Gospel Acclamation:    Luke 2:10-11  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Luke 2:1-14 
 

 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Chris DOUTRE 
Roisin MCGOVERN  Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy 
PERKOVIC   Bob POWLES   Billy TAGGART      
Enriqueta VILLAMATER   
 
Recently Deceased:  Joseph SPITERI      
Engelmudas ZONNEVELD 
 
Anniversaries:   Frank FLORES Andrew 
GROGAN Syd JOHNSTON 

 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 

  

CHRISTMAS 2020– THE GIFT FROM THE GOD OF SURPRISES 

Sometimes, publicly religious people can sound as though they know the mind of God 
better than God does!  It’s a trap we need to avoid and Christmas helps us do it. No 
one predicted the way God would send us a saviour. No one knew the day or the hour 
of God’s coming. No one foresaw that God would be born a homeless person. No one 
envisaged that the first witnesses to the birth would be illiterate shepherds from     
nearby fields. While some waited for a mercenary to overthrow the Romans, others 
held their breath for the procession of a heavenly king. The love of God, however, took 
flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone and came to us as a poor, defenceless baby. 
That’s our God, not bound by our precepts or expectations, but honouring the        
promises made to our ancestors, in the most surprising of ways.  And Christmas      
provides us with the most tender images of our God, One who needs to be nurtured, 
suckled and held tight.          C. Richard Leonard SJ 
 
A BABY WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES: the loved child is wrapped in 
cloths. The sign of being beloved is that a new born child was washed, rubbed with 
salt and clothed. At Jesus’ baptism, a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
beloved; my favour rests on you” (Mark 1:11) 
At his transfiguration, a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the                         
beloved.” (Matthew 17:5) 
In the Book of Wisdom, King Solomon says of himself: “I was nurtured in swaddling 
clothes, with great care.” (Wisdom 7:4-5). Hence, Jesus being wrapped in swaddling 
clothes alludes to the fact that Jesus is also King, in the line of Solomon. The         
swaddling clothes are not a sign of poverty, but of royalty, Christ is the royal provider. 
 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN:  are the words sung by the angels as 
they appeared to the shepherds. Heaven and earth have come together. The human 
race is now connected to God in the incarnation. 
Our Parish sings these words set to the melody of Beethoven’s music “The Song of 
Joy”. This year is the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth. 
 
THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAS SEEN A GREAT LIGHT 

(ISAIAH 9:1): These are the opening words of our first reading today. How can we 
describe this darkness today? Is it the growing of a gap between the rich and poor? Is 
it the large percentage of humanity living in abject poverty? Is it the damage to human 
dignity and injustices in many countries? 
The light is featured by one of the world’s greatest theologians in the 20th century, 
Karl Rahner: 
“It is Christmas. Light the candles 

They have more right to exist than all the darkness 

It is Christmas, Christmas that lasts forever”  

 

CHRISTMAS SEASON: In the prayer life of the Church, Christmas Time begins 
today and continues to Sunday 10th January, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 
NEW YEARS DAY:  Mass will be celebrated at 10am. Bookings are essential, please 
use our website olmcsunbury.com 

PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



during Mass are prohibited for health reasons, please leave your offerings 

in the boxes in the church foyer.    ….Kevin McIntosh 

 

SUNDAY MASS AT 5PM: As announced last Sunday,  5pm Mass is     
being postponed until further notice. The impact of the Covid restrictions 
has forced us to cancel the 5pm Mass however we would like to resume 
this Mass in the New Year.  We require a support team of volunteers as 
registrars, ushers and cleaners as well as setup and  an AV operator to 
ensure the Mass can be celebrated due to health regulations. 
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per 
copy. Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this 
beautiful calendar. 
 
PARISH BINGO RESUMING:  Covid may have forced us into recess 
but….. We’re back! Our parish bingo session, Major Bingo, is re-launching 
bigger and better than ever at a new venue– SUNBURY BOWLING 
CLUB, 49 Riddell Rd, Sunbury Thursday 21st January. Eyes down 8pm. 
$60, $100 & $1000 game prizes every week. 
Come along and join the fun. Enquiries– Gary Plummer 0419 301 760 

…..Parish Bingo Committee 

 

HOW BLESSED WE ARE:   the year of 2020 has been an incredibly    
disappointing year on a global scale. It’s sad to say, but many have      
suffered emotionally, socially, financially, psychologically and even      
physically.  Covid has been a tough pill to swallow and the whole world 
had to change how we lived– we all learned a new ‘normal’.  
Many major celebrations had to be postponed or cancelled– weddings, 
baptisms, sacraments, major birthdays and anniversaries, and even     
celebrating new births and funerals was difficult. Even Easter was not 
celebrated in our beloved Churches! 
Our governments were under pressure to keep our communities safe and 
keep our economy going, all the while people were unhappy making 
changes that were required in order for communities to remain safe and to 
‘flatten the curve’.  JobKeeper and JobSeeker became known to those 
who had never seen a cent of government money before. ‘Sani’ was 
looked for at each venue visited and kept in our cars and handbags. Face 
Masks were released in fashionable colours for the fashion conscience….. 
All the new ‘norm’.  
However, today we thank God that we can gather together to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, our Saviour. We are grateful that Christmas             
celebrations can take place with family and friends, even though they may 
be modified.  It is truly a blessing to be able to have this time together and 
on behalf of our parish we take this opportunity to wish you and your     
families a very Peaceful and Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.  

….Jo Spiteri, Parish Secretary 
 

2021 WORLD DAY OF PEACE: 1st January, Pope Francis’ 
message for this day urges governments to shift spending away 
from military needs in order to help those experiencing poverty 
and to provide better health care for their people (Cathnews 18 
December). We are called to convert our hearts to work for true 
peace in solidarity and fraternity. 
Many resources are spent on nuclear weapons rather than     
promoting peace and integral human development. 
 
MODERN SLAVERY: Australian Bishops have called to 
raise awareness to counter the problem of modern slavery. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING:  The annual 
report by the Australian Catholic Church to the National Office 
for Child Safety documents steady, meaningful progress on 
safeguarding. The board of Catholic Professional Standards Ltd 
is made up of lay people with professional expertise in law,      
education, human services, safeguarding and regulation. The 
report of 36 pages is on Cathnews Australia website.  
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to David and Joanne 
Spiteri as David’s father, Joe entered eternal life after a long 
illness on 19 December aged 77 years. In 1956, Joe’s family 
migrated from Malta. He became a toolmaker. He worshipped at 
Emmaus Church, Sydenham where his Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Tuesday. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Milla Penjalov as 
her husband of nearly 50 years, Bruno entered eternal life on 15 
December aged 73 years. Milla and Bruno with their sons came 
to a land of peace in Australia in 1993 from Croatia. Both their 
sons graduated from the University of Melbourne. Bruno and 
Milla came to Sunbury in 2012. Bruno's funeral was celebrated 
on Tuesday concluding at the Keilor cemetery. 
 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL FOR MASS: The Health Department 
orders that bookings for Sunday Masses are essential. From 
28th December, bookings can be made for all of January     
including New Years Day. It is easier to use our parish website 
olmcsunbury.com to make your booking. Our Parish Office is 
staffed this week from Tuesday to Thursday from 9am to 1pm  
 
PARISH FINANCES:  During 2020 due to cessation of Masses 
our income is down 30% compared to 2019. As collections    


