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Parish Masses and Newsletters  are   availa-

ble on the parish website 
olmcsunbury.com 

 
Liturgy Times-all at St Anne’s Church  

Saturday  5.30pm   
Sunday  8.30am  
Sunday  10.30am 
Sunday  5.00pm 
Wednesday 9.00am 
  7.30pm– Reconciliation Service 

Thursday 7.30pm– Blue Christmas Service 

Friday  9.15am 
Saturday  7.30pm–St Mary’s Lessons & Carols 

 
Reconciliation-St Anne’s Church 

Wednesday 7.30pm 
Saturday 10-10.30am  

 
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Priest Assisting:  Fr John Papworth SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

13th December 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent– Yr B 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 
Psalm Response: Luke 1:46-50, 53-54  

My soul rejoices in my God. 
Second Reading:         1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Gospel Acclamation:    Isaiah 61:1  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me 

to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Chris DOUTRE 
Bishop Peter ELLIOT Marie LOMBARDI   Roisin 
MCGOVERN  Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy PERKOVIC     
Enriqueta VILLAMATER  David WEATE 
 
Recently Deceased:  Mary O’LEARY Fr Frank 
YOUNG PE 
 
Anniversaries:    Joe GATT Snr Joe GATT Jnr 
Perc HAMILTON   Don MCCONVILLE Josephine 
MERCEICA Joe & Nina ZAHRA 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

CHRIST IN OUR MIDST 

Today is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Over the first millennium of Christianity Advent 
was like a late Lent. Both were five weeks long, both were marked by fasting and penance 
and both gave the faithful a day off half way through. In Lent Laudete Sunday is still, roughly, 
half way through the five-week season. Advent, however, was shortened to four weeks in the 
tenth century, and Pope St Gregory the Great eased the fasting and penitential aspects of 
this season in the twelfth century, but the not-so-half-way Gaudete Sunday has remained. It 
is, literally, the ‘rejoicing’ Sunday when we look more directly at Jesus’ coming at Christmas.  

To enable us to look at Jesus we start with the man who heralded his mission in the world, 
John the Baptist. In today’s Gospel John the Baptist is the model of humility, opening the way 
for the Kingdom of Jesus to break in upon the world. We should never underestimate talent 
spotters, for as this story demonstrates, they all have John the Baptist as their patron saint.  

Fleming was a poor Scottish farmer in the nineteenth century. One day, while trying to make 
a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby bog. He dropped his tools 
and ran to the bog. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, screaming 
and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the lad from what could have been a 
slow and terrifying death. 

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman's sparse cottage. An elegantly 
dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy Farmer     
Fleming had saved. ‘I want to repay you,’ said the nobleman. ‘You saved my son's life.’ ‘No, I 
can't accept payment for what I did,’ the Scottish farmer replied, waving away the offer. 

At that moment, the farmer's own son came to the door of the family home. ‘Is that your son?’ 
the nobleman asked. ‘Yes,’ the farmer replied proudly. ‘I'll make you a deal. Let me take him 
and give him a good education. If the lad is anything like his father, he'll grow up to be a man 
you can be proud of.’ And that is what he did. 

In time, Farmer Fleming’s son graduated from St Mary’s Medical School in London, and went 
on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the           
discoverer of Penicillin. Years afterward, the nobleman's son was stricken with pneumonia. 
What saved him? Penicillin. 

The nobleman's name? Randolph Churchill. His son’s name? Sir Winston Churchill.  

John the Baptist, the embodiment of the old covenant, recognises who Jesus is for the world 
and encourages his foes and friends alike to welcome in the Christ, the new and everlasting 
Covenant. Just like Farmer Fleming or Lord Randolph Churchill, he could not have known the 
implications of what he was doing. John the Baptist simply saw Jesus and knew that Love 
had taken human form. Through his talent spotting and in his promotion of Jesus he enabled 
the first generation of Christians to see and believe that the promises made to their ancestors 
had been fulfilled. 

No wonder we have him as our focus on Gaudete Sunday. And so may we all rejoice today, 
not only because salvation is always close at hand in Christ the Lord, but because we are 
also called to spot his love in every act of goodness we see, encourage and promote it as 
best we can and then watch nature and grace do the rest.  

© Richard Leonard SJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  Who are the voices that “cry in the wilderness” 
today? With the impact of the global pandemic this year, these voices are many 
and varied. John the Baptist, in our readings, came to make a straight path for the 

One who will initiate the coming of the Kingdom. That time is probably not     
measured in years, but in the quality of the lives of those like us who would live in 
it. We believe that in living as Christians, trying to live as Jesus showed us, we 

are helping to bring about the kingdom. Vinnies too are influenced by voices   
crying in the wilderness. Blessed Frederic Ozanam, Blessed Rosalie Rendu, 
Charles Gordon  O’Neill, and Pope Francis cry out a very passionate but clear 

message: serving Christ in the people affected by poverty through love, respect, 
justice, hope and joy. There is an uncomfortable message in a secular society 
focussed only on looking after ourselves. As we prepare for the birth of the     

Christ-child may we continue in faith to hear the voices that influence our mission 
offering hope for the hopeless, shaping a more just and compassionate society. 
By donating to St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal, you will help members and 
volunteers offer practical assistance directly to families and individuals who need 
it most. You will be also contributing to the large and varied network of support 
services for people in Victoria. St Vincent de Paul told his followers there are no 
people so rich that they have nothing to receive, and none so poor that they have 
nothing to give. 
If you are able to make a contribution to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal, please do 
so by visiting vinnies.org.au or calling 13 18 12. Please help us to help others. 
There is a box in the foyer for any cash donations for Vinnies Christmas Appeal. 
Thanks you 
 
BAPTISMS:  The following children from our parish will be  
Baptised this Sunday: 
Alice Gianisella & Adeline Silva 

We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES VOLUNTEERS: The Parish will be celebrating the    
Christmas liturgy over 8 Masses (as per attached flyer). There will be a need for 
all Masses to be covered by a number of volunteers. Registrars, Ushers and 
cleaners will be required as well as Lectors and Ministers of Communion. 
If you are able to assist in some way please fill out a Volunteers roster in the 
Gathering Space.  
You will be contacted when the rosters are complete. 
Thank you most kindly.  
 
ADVENT SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: will be celebrated on      

Wednesday 16th   December at 7.30pm  (Please note change of date) in a 
Covid-cautious setting. Sacramental Absolution will be available for all penitents 
present. The service will last about 30 minutes to prepare us for Christmas. 
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per copy. 
Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this beautiful calendar. 
 
MASS COLLECTIONS: we sincerely thank those who are financially supporting 
the parish during these challenging times. Collection plates will not be handed 
around due to Covid restrictions. We have 2 boxes at each Mass for any         
envelopes or donations to be made. Thank you again for your generosity and 
support. 
 
MELBOURNE’S NEW PRIESTS:  on 5th December, Simeon Anthony, James 
Baptist, Jude Ezeme and Jude Johnson were ordained priests to serve the     
People of God in Melbourne. We welcome them and ask God to continue to bless 
them as they begin their ministry in Melbourne parishes. 
 

MASS TO 200: As of the weekend Dec 12/13th  our worshiping      
community has the capacity to grow to 200. 
Some restrictions will remain in place. Ushers will be required to 

assist people to their seats to allow for correct social distancing. With 
200 we are still unable to sing and will continue to pray our          
responses and acclamations. We are no longer required to wear a 
facemask providing we can maintain 1.5 metres between us. The use 

of a sanitiser by everyone is essential. 
Our cleaning teams  continue to sanitise the church after each liturgy. 
We are commencing a booking system for the weekend of 19/20 

December, for those able to book online.  The Parish Office  will 
open at 9am every Tuesday to take bookings for those unable to 
book online. Please call 9744 1060. Online bookings can be made 

from 2pm on each Tuesday, through the Trybooking system on the 
parish website- olmcsunbury.com or use this link https://
www.trybooking.com/BNNYM  

All Christmas Masses are booked in the same manner, thanks you. 
 

“Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    

valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all” 
Come and share your gifts to help welcome, usher, 
sanitise our church as we receive one another back 
to our Parish Masses.  
You can help at any Masses in coming weeks. Please 
call the Parish Office to let us know how you will 
help.  
 

SUNDAY MASS AT 5PM: Unfortunately after today,  5pm Mass will 
have to be postponed until further notice. The impact of the          
restrictions has forced us to cancel the 5pm Mass. There are very 
few  parishioners attending 5pm Mass at this time but still  requires a 
support team of volunteers as registrars, ushers and cleaners as well 
as setup and  an AV operator. 
We thank, most sincerely the singers and volunteers who have     
supported the Mass regularly. 
 

NEW BISHOP OF GIPPSLAND:  Last Tuesday Greg Bennet who 
was raised in Macedon Ranges ordained a Melbourne priest in 1992 

was ordained the new Bishop of Gippsland in St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sale. Since 1993, Greg has served as the director of ministry to 
priests in the Office of Evangelisation and as the Vicar General of 

Melbourne for 7 years. May God continue to bless his ministry. 

I lift my heart up to you, Lord, 
to thank you for the blessings 
you shower on me each day. 
 
You are the 'joy of my soul.' 
I know that in your great love, 
I am held and protected by you. 
 
I pray and listen to the good news you 
send; 
I ask and feel the healing. 
I am freed by you 
from the things in this world 
that let me hide from you. 
 
I rejoice, I rejoice, down to my soul. 
Help me to prepare my heart 
to be open and able to receive your        
immense love. 



CAROLS ON THE SCREEN:  After 34 years of celebrating Christmas Carols on the Village Green, this year the celebration will be online. Much 
effort has gone into the production with a working party first meeting in late August. The production will be available online after 7pm on 12          
December for some days. 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:  will be celebrated at St Anne’s Church on Thursday 17 December at 7.30pm. This is an alternative prayer 
service for those sad at Christmas due to the loss of a loved one or other tough times. All Welcome! 
 
CAROLS & READINGS:  See below Youtube link for lessons and carols. Telecast live from St Mary’s Church, Sunbury  we will be live streaming on 
the night of Saturday December 19 @ 7:30 pm  https://youtu.be/JiAe3k55Dzc 
 
SCHOOL CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS: After much planning it is hoped that all children whose Sacraments were postponed in 2020 will celebrate 

Confirmation, First Eucharist and First Reconciliation early in 2021.   
 
FIRST EUCHARIST: Five young members of our Parish will celebrate receiving Eucharist for the first time on Sunday December 20th at 10.30 Mass. 
We pray for the children and congratulate them and their families. 
 
MARY MACKILLOP TODAY:  The following message has been received: 
On behalf of Mary MacKillop Today, I thank you for your generous support in supplying and assisting with used stamps. We’ve had another         
wonderful year, raising approximately $31000. A great effort from many, many people! From 2001 till now the total raised is $409000. It is through 
your efforts that the legacy of Saint Mary MacKillop continues in Peru today. 
Thank you to our OLMC Parishioners who collect used stamps. Please leave at the Parish Office.                                                                               
…. Sr Jose` Noy 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Monday 14 December 3pm Parish Finance Sub-Committee 
   7pm Parish Liturgy Team 
Tuesday 15 December 12.30pm Sunbury Ministers 
   7pm Parish Finance Committee 
Wednesday 16 December 9.30am Holy Trinity Site Meeting 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS ON TV: Next Sunday 20 December at 7pm on Channel 31 (44 on digital TV), a one-hour Carols service will be      
televised live from St Patrick’s Cathedral with Archbishop Peter and various artists. 
 
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-JOY: “Rejoice” is the prayer as the time draws near to celebrate our Saviour’s Birth. The liturgical colour is Rose 
indicating joy. As Pope Francis wrote in October, “To see things in this way brings the joyful realisation that no one people, culture or individual can 
achieve everything on its own: to attain fulfilment in life we need others.” (Fratelli Tutti N.150) 
 
FR FRANK YOUNG: along with 23 others including me from the Victorian seminary, Frank was ordained a priest in May 1970. He served as parish 
priest at Omeo and Maffra where he was greatly loved. Frank entered eternal life last Monday aged 76 years after a long illness. His Funeral Mass is      
tomorrow in Maffra.           ….Kevin McIntosh 

Sunbury Parish Christmas Program 2020: St Anne’s Church 
 

Wednesday 16 December  7pm   Advent Reconciliation Service 

Thursday 17 December  7.30pm   Blue Christmas Service 

Saturday 19 December  7.30pm   Lessons of Carols & Readings– online event (refer above) 

Thursday 24 December  6pm   Christmas Mass 

    8pm  

    10pm 

Friday 25 December  8.30am   Christmas Mass 

    10.30am  

Saturday 26 December  5.30pm   Christmas Mass 

Sunday 27 December  8.30am   Christmas Mass 

    10.30am 

Please note all eight Christmas Masses are at St Anne’s Church and bookings are essential due to Covid restrictions capping 

numbers in our church at 200 people. Please book via Trybooking https://www.trybooking.com/BNNYM or 

call the parish office on 9744 1060 to book your place. 


