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29th November 2020 
First Sunday of Advent– Yr B 

First Reading:  Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 

Psalm Response: Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  

Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your 
face and we shall be saved 

Second Reading:         1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Gospel Acclamation:    Psalm 84:8  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and 
grant us your salvation 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:    Mark 13:33-37 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Chris 
DOUTRE Bishop Peter ELLIOT   Grace 
FARRUGIA   Marie LOMBARDI   Roisin 
MCGOVERN  Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy 
PERKOVIC Enriqueta VILLAMATER  
David WEATE 
 
Recently Deceased:  Feliciano MARAGAY 

Charles RODA 

Anniversaries: Myrtle WALLACE   Anne 

ZERAFA 

 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 
 

STAY AWAKE! 

Welcome to the start of a new Liturgical Year. We start Advent in Year B where we anticipate 

the Birth of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. The season starts with readings reminding us to stay 

awake and keep watch! A sense of urgency and anticipation comes to us as we start our 

Advent journey. Year B really gives us a sense of anticipation. Next week we hear about 

“preparing the way” for the Lord, then the following week we have “Christ in our midst”. The 

Fourth week we hear the beautiful story of the Annunciation to Mary. It is a beautiful journey, 

like parents waiting for the birth of a child– highly anticipated and highly emotional.  

Please enjoy the text below from Fr Richard Leonard……..  

 

These days most people keep vigils because they are anxious. We wait in hospital corridors 

for news of a sick relative. A parent stays up with an infant who may be teething or has a high 

temperature. We might even sit by the phone waiting to be reassured that a loved one is safe 

and well, or that we have passed the exam or got the job. Many of these occasions are highly 

stressed vigils. Some of the younger or more hardy ones amongst us sometimes keep vigils 

that are filled with excited anticipation, as when some of us sleep out to get tickets to a sports 

game or concert, or when we see the old year out and the new year in.  

It was not long ago, however, that vigils were a much more common feature of people’s lives. 

We often kept vigil with the dead. We used to keep all night vigils of prayer, especially when 

parishes had perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Perhaps before any of us can 

remember, there were also vigils kept with the bride the night before her wedding, when she 

waited and watched for the sign of her approaching groom and his attendants. The Church 

has enshrined the experience of keeping vigil through the Vigil Mass on Saturday night, the 

Vigil Ceremony in the funeral rites and the most important one, the Easter Vigil.  

This tradition starts with today’s Gospel where we are exhorted to be alert, keep awake and 

wait for the Lord to return. In a sense this is a strange Gospel to have as we prepare for 

Christmas. It is linked to the first preface of Advent which reads, ‘Now we watch for the day, 

hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours, when Christ our Lord will come in glory.’ 

Our attention is, therefore, directed to a great future event, not the future feast we are about 

to celebrate.  

This is unique. All other feasts of the Church either remember a past event, like those of Holy 

Week or Pentecost, or they are ‘title feasts’ which proclaim a truth about God’s action among 

us which the entire church holds to be true, like Trinity Sunday. But not the First Sunday of 

Advent. Rather than talk about the coming of Jesus at Christmas it helps us reflect on the 

final coming of the Lord at the end of time. It is the bridge between the ‘last days’ of the 

Church’s year, which we have been celebrating over recent weeks, and the first days of the 

Church’s New Year.  

And how does the Church ask us to approach this feast? As on a vigil. Not a vigil of anxiety, 

where we never want to hear the worst news. Not a vigil of excited anticipation where we pin 

our happiness on entry into an event. But a vigil of hope where we wait and trust in a person, 

who has shared our lot, understands our frailties and loved us to death. We place our hope in 

Jesus the Christ, our brother, saviour and friend. This First Sunday of Advent we look beyond 

Christmas to the final moment when heaven and earth will be united and our vigil will be   

complete. On that day we believe the Son will have dawned once, and for all, on the world. 

Now, don’t you think that’s something worth being awake to see?  

The first week of Advent is like the first days of other vigils wherein we pitch out tents and 

begin the wait to make sure we have front row seats for what is going to be, when it arrives, 

the best show in town!  

 © Richard Leonard SJ 

 

 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



RCIA: Our community has been preparing 2 gentlemen for the full Sacraments of 

Initiation throughout this year. We have met via Zoom and now are able to meet 

together with the team on a regular basis. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

SCHOOL CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS: After much planning it is hoped that all 

children whose Sacraments were postponed in 2020 will celebrate Confirmation, 

First Eucharist and First Reconciliation early in 2021.   

 

ADVENT SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: will be celebrated on Tuesday 

15 December at 7.30pm in a Covid-cautious setting. Sacramental Absolution will 

be available for all penitents present. The service will last about 30 minutes to 

prepare us for Christmas. 

 

NOVEMBER– MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE:  Please email or write the names 

of your loved ones on a letter so they can be  remembered in this month of    

remembrance. These can be left in the parish letterbox. We will include it in our 

folder and leave on the altar at each Mass. 

 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Mary Menzies as her husband of 60  

years, Fred, entered eternal life on 16 November aged 86 years. Mary and Fred 

were active parishioners in St Martin de Porres Parish, Avondale Heights for 58 

years. Fred was a Communion Minister to the Sick, a Vinnies home visitor and a 

visitor to the refugee centre. Mary & Fred came to our parish in 2018. His Funeral 

Mass was concelebrated at Avondale Heights concluding at Lancefield Cemetery 

on Tuesday. 

We offer to the family of Pat Gardner who entered eternal life on 17 November 

aged 84 years. Pat was raised in South Melbourne, the eldest of four children. Pat 

and her late husband Alex came to our Parish in 1988. She became involved in 

the Country Women's Association and Probus. Pat was always at Mass with us. 

Her funeral was held last Wednesday. As Alex was Scottish, a Scottish Piper led 

the procession from the Church. 

 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per copy. 
Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this beautiful calendar. 
 
CARITAS GLOBAL GIFTS:  Caritas are holding their annual Christmas card 
campaign. People can purchase cards for family and friends and the proceeds 
are directed towards Caritas Australia’s work for the world’s most vulnerable. 
Many communities are grappling with ongoing poverty and injustice without    
proper access to sanitation, healthcare and education. A lack of infrastructure and 
support services can make life very challenging, particularly this year with the new 
threats posed by Covid-19. Global Gifts Christmas Cards can be ordered online 
via www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413. 
 
MASS COLLECTIONS: we sincerely thank those who are financially supporting 
the parish during these challenging times. Collection plates will not be handed 
around due to Covid restrictions. We have 2 boxes at each Mass for any        
envelopes or donations to be made. Thank you again for your generosity and 
support. 
 
CAROLS ON THE SCREEN:  After 34 years of celebrating Christmas Carols on 
the Village Green, this year the celebration will be online. Much effort has gone 
into the production with a working party first meeting in late August. The          
production will be available online after 7pm on 12 December for some days. 
 
SALESIAN COLLEGE SUNBURY:  in 2021, the student enrolment will be 1400 
with a staff of 186. Both students and staff have had a challenging year with 
Covid-19. Recently, 270 offers have been given to families for a place in Year 7 in 
2022. The College has received a Victorian Government grant towards the cost of 
a new Food Technology Centre to be built next year enabling new subjects to be 
taught. 
 
CHILDHOOD HOME OF JESUS:  Fourteen years of field work  and research by 
Archaeologists from Britain confirm for the first time a dwelling from the 1st     
century believed to be where Jesus grew up. Significant portions of rock         
structures survive with excellent craftsmanship consistent with Joseph being a 
carpenter. (Cathnews 24 November) 
 

MASSES to 100:  Premier Daniel Andrews announced last Sunday 

that religious celebrations will be capped at 150. St Anne’s  is capped 

at 100  due to the restrictions quotient density rules of 1 person per 

4sqm. The following instructions will need to be adhered to so our 

community remains safe: 

There will be NO bookings for Masses. 

The church will be open half an hour before Mass,  all participants 

must be at the church by at least10 minutes prior to Mass starting. 

Parishioners will need to register, name and contact phone number. 

Sanitiser and Masks will be mandatory.  

An usher will seat each person/family who must remain in that seat 

until receiving Eucharist. 

In receiving Eucharist, please extend your arms as far as possible to 

allow for correct social distancing. 

Unfortunately, we will need to clear the church immediately after 

Mass. 

Each Mass will require the correct number of volunteers, if not Mass 

cannot go ahead. Please consider what role you are able to play in 

the celebration and phone the Parish Office with your offer. 

Volunteers needed are:  

Set-Up / Lector / Musician / Singer / Registrars x 2 / Minister of    

Communion / Ushers x 4-5 / Cleaners x 4.  

 

“Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our 
gifts for the good of all” 
Come and share your gifts to help welcome, 
usher, sanitise our church as we receive one 
another back to our Parish Masses.  
You can help at any Masses in coming weeks. 
Please call the Parish Office to let us know how 
you will help.  
  
CONGRATULATIONS: We congratulate 7 of our Parish children 

ranging in year level from 4 to 9, who celebrated their First Reconcili-

ation. Please pray for these young people as they continue to pre-

pare and celebrate First Eucharist.  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Please note there will be no 

reconciliations Saturday morning November 26th and December 5th. 

The sacrament will resume December 12th, thank you. Sorry for the 

inconvenience. 

 

Lord God, 
only you can see into my heart and know 
that under all the busy-ness of my life, 
there is a deep longing 
to make this Advent one that welcomes you 
more deeply into my own life. 
 
My heart desires the warmth of your love 
and my mind searches for your Light 
in the midst of the darkness. 
 
Help me to be a peacemaker this Advent 
and to give special love to those 
who disagree with me. 
Give me the strength and courage 
to forgive those who have hurt me. 
Help me to free my heart 
from the prison of my anger and hurt 
Amen 


