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22nd November 2020 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

King of the Universe 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

Psalm Response: Psalm 22:1-3, 5-6  

The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want 

Second Reading:         1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Gospel Acclamation:    Mark 11:9, 10  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Blessings on him who come in the name 
of the Lord! Blessings on the coming 

kingdom of our father David! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Mark ARIANS Pam BELL Bishop 
Peter ELLIOT Grace FARRUGIA   Marie 
LOMBARDI   Roisin MCGOVERN                
Fr Bernard O’BRIEN Cassie O’KEEFE Lucy 
PERKOVIC Jeanette RAMAGE Violet TADD  
David WEATE 
 
Recently Deceased:  Mario BRAIDOTTI Pat 
GARDNER     Fred MENZIES     Janette 
SUTCLIFFE  

Anniversaries:    Jack SEGRAVE 
 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 
 

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
Today’s liturgy is the end of our Liturgical year. We will share wisdom from three scholars as 
they reflect on todays readings. 
 
The Roman Emperor Constantine was baptised in 337. He put it off for years. In the early 
Church Christians could only confess their sins once in their lives, so Constantine remained a 
catechumen until he was nearing the end. When he thought his death was imminent, and that 
he could probably sin no more, he asked for baptism, received Holy Communion and later 
confessed his sins. It was a watershed moment for the Church.  

In 313 Constantine declared that Christianity was to be the new state religion. No one could 
hold any other belief. It was meant to unify the Empire as trade, law, taxation and Roman 
culture had done. I think we should admit that this move has been a mixed blessing for the 
Church ever since. 

On the positive side of the ledger it finally sealed the end of the persecution of the earliest 
Christians. The blood of the martyrs had been so eloquent that their witness caused even a 
few emperors to ask what sort of love would see so many followers be prepared to die for 
their beliefs. It also saw the Church become a significant player in shaping the values of   
society, especially in the West. There is no question that Christianity moderated, cultivated 
and humanised some of the worst Roman excesses.  

On the cost side, the Church became very powerful very quickly. Bishops started to wear the 
purple robes of the senators. Churches took on the shape of the Roman basilicas, while the 
government of the Church mirrored that of the Empire. Our liturgy imported all sorts of      
practices that were popular in the Roman temples. Tragically, for the next few hundred years, 
conversions were demanded at the end of a sword. No religious dissent or pluralism was 
tolerated. It’s in this context that Islam arises against Imperial Christianity in the 6th Century. 

It cannot surprise us that after Constantine’s conversion the image of Christ the King        
becomes one of the most popular ones used in religious art. Up to this time the image of 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd was the most represented. After 313, however, Jesus is 
dressed in royal robes, with a crown, sceptre and orb. Mary is often presented in similar 
dress and starts to be called the Queen of Heaven.  

The problem with all this is not that imperial language was now being used in reference to 
Jesus. He described himself as a King. The problem comes in how Christianity starts to   
forget that Jesus also pointed out that his kingdom was ‘not of this world’ and that his       
courtiers could be recognised by how they feed the hungry, water the thirsty, welcome 
strangers, clothe the naked, care for the sick and visit prisoners. Jesus’ reign, and his       
courtiers, are of an altogether different order to that usually prized in worldly kingdoms.  

That’s why today’s feast is so important. On the last day of the Church’s year we are chal-
lenged by Christ our King to give our true allegiance to what really matters. Not ambition, 
greed, status and power, but the quiet revolutionary work of making the world a more just and 
peaceful place for everyone to live.  

To the degree that we do this we are co-heirs to the Kingdom Jesus lived, died and was 
raised for, and we are witnesses to the real meaning of Christ’s reign in our lives.  

© Richard Leonard SJ 

This week’s gospel is the final passage in Matthew’s gospel before the passion narrative – 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. As such, it provides a powerful end point to the teaching 
ministry section of the gospel. In many ways this passage can be seen as a summary of 
Jesus’ vision for the Kingdom – a world in which the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 
naked and the imprisoned are treated with respect and dignity as a child of God. This is ex-
actly what Jesus himself did throughout his ministry and it is what all Christian people are 

called to do. 

Like the virtuous people of the passage, there are many times when we do not know the 
good work that we do. There are many times when our positive interaction with another per-
son can be the         difference between hope and despair for that person – and we may nev-

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



be challenged. We must remember that the focus of the gospel passage is on the 

call to action for justice. 

© Greg Sunter  

MASSES to 100: We are all anxiously awaiting the announcement from the 
Premier regarding the number of participants in the Mass setting. 
If there is the opportunity for us to celebrate Mass with 100 the following instruc-
tions will need to be adhered to: …... 
There will be NO bookings for Masses. 
The church will be open half an hour before Mass,  all participants must be at the 
church by at least, 10 minutes prior to Mass starting. 
Parishioners will need to be registered, name and contact phone number. 
Sanitiser and Masks will be mandatory  
An usher will seat each person/family who must remain in that seat until receiving 
Eucharist 
In receiving Eucharist, please extend your arms as far as possible to allow for 
correct social distancing 
Unfortunately, we will need to clear the church immediately after Mass. 
Each Mass will require the correct number of volunteers, if not Mass cannot go 
ahead. Please consider what role you are able to play in the celebration and 
phone the Parish Office with your offer. 
Volunteers needed are: 
Set-Up, Lector, Musician, Singer, Registrars x2, Minister of Communion, Ushers x 
4-5, Cleaners x 4  
 

NOVEMBER– MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE:  Please email or write the names 
of your loved ones  on a letter so they can be  remembered in this month of    

remembrance. These can be left in the parish letterbox. We will include it in our 
folder and leave on the altar at each Mass. 

POPE CONGRATULATES BIDEN ON ELECTION VICTORY:  On 11th          
November, Pope Francis called the President-elect Joe Biden to congratulate 
him. Later Biden’s team released a response “which expressed his desire to work 
together on the basis of a shared belief in the dignity and equality of all            
humankind on issues such as caring for the marginalised and the poor,           
addressing the crisis of climate change, and welcoming and integrating           
immigrants and refugees into our communities.” (Catholic News Service 12      
November) 
 

TURNING RED FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Red Week campaign, which aims 
to draw attention to the persecution of Christians all over the world will take place 
from November 18-25. The president of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN),    
Thomas Heine-Geldern, said Christians continue to be the most persecuted     
religious community in the world. 
Red Week began in 2015. To raise awareness of the persecution, cathedrals, 
churches and public buildings will be illuminated in red light in many countries 
across four continents. In Australia, Catholic Cathedrals in Brisbane, Perth and 
Sydney will participate in Red Wednesday on November 25th. 
 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL:  Last Tuesday, workers from MelbCon construction 
company began work on site building Stage 2 of the school. The construction 
includes more classrooms, a multi-purpose area, and an oval. The construction is 
scheduled to be completed by next July. The Stage 2 is being funded by the   
Victorian Government.  
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2021: are available for purchase for $10 per copy. 
Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 for your copy of this beautiful calendar. 
 

CARITAS GLOBAL GIFTS:  Caritas are holding their annual Christmas card 
campaign. People can purchase cards for family and friends and the proceeds 
are directed towards Caritas Australia’s work for the world’s most vulnerable. 
Many communities are grappling with ongoing poverty and injustice without    
proper access to sanitation, healthcare and education. A lack of infrastructure and 
support services can make life very challenging, particularly this year with the new 
threats posed by Covid-19. Global Gifts Christmas Cards can be ordered online 
via www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413. 
 
MEETINGS NEXT WEEK: 
Monday 23 Nov 7pm Liturgy Team 
Tues 24 Nov 10am Parish Staff Team Meeting 
  6pm Salesian College Council 

er know the difference we have made in their life. The challenge 
presented by Jesus is that whenever we see a person in need our 
response to them should be as if we were responding to Jesus     

himself.  

But what of the times we fail to respond to the hungry, the thirsty, the 
stranger, the naked and the imprisoned? Who are they for us? … 
That irritating person who we’ve never been able to get along with? 
… That person who’s just arrived in the country and can’t speak the 
language properly? … That kid who always looks dirty and nobody 
talks to? … That girl who’s no good at relating to other people and 
everyone avoids her? … The homeless man in the street who asks 
for money? … The asylum seeker fleeing their country who didn’t go 
through all the right channels to immigrate? … Lord, when did we 

see you, and not come to your help? 

Scriptural context – Matthew 25 

This week’s gospel passage comes as the third in a sequence of 
passages that make up Matthew Chapter 25. The chapter addresses 
the gospel’s intended audience who were caught in a time of        
uncertainty. Many had expected the promised return of the Lord   
within their lifetime and had seen the fall of Jerusalem and the de-
struction of the Temple by the Romans in 70 CE as a sign that the 
end of days was approaching. The three gospel passages speak of 
continuing to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and the need to 

act in a way that works to bring about the reign of God in the world. 

Have you thought? – Christ the King 

This week’s liturgy marks the end of the liturgical cycle. Next week 
begins the new year with the season of Advent. The liturgy is cele-
brated as the Feast of Christ the King – reminding us of a very impe-
rial model of church and theology that reflected the structure of the 
Roman Empire and later, Feudal Europe. To have this reading on the 
feast of Christ the King is a powerful reminder of how Jesus envis-
aged the Kingdom of God. For Jesus, the Kingdom was not a rule of 
power and status but a rule of justice and peace for even the lowliest. 

It is an apt conclusion to the liturgical year. 

Gospel Focus – The Final Judgment 

Often referred to as ‘The Final Judgment’, this gospel presents an 
understanding of judgment and punishment that reflects the theology 
and culture of the first   century. It is an image that has continued to 
dominate Christian art and theology for most of its history: the idea of 
God sitting in judgment on the final day and weighing up each indi-
vidual’s actions. It is often applied very literally and it is a dominant 
image of God represented in the media – TV sit-coms and movies 
often draw on the image. It is a literalist image of God that needs to 

Let us praise Jesus Christ our king 
for the wonderful things he has done. 
He sends out his word to heal us. 
He satisfies the thirsty with the water of life. 
He fills the hungry with the abundance of his 
kingdom. 
Let us praise Jesus, redeemer and renewer of 
all things. 
May we always trust in his goodness and love, 
And have faith in his grace and mercy, 
May we always believe he cares about justice 
and righteousness, 
And draw our life from his eternal purposes. 
Let us praise Jesus Christ our king and saviour, 
May we be filled with the hope and promise of 
his coming, 
And give our lives to follow him. 
May we be gripped by his kingdom ways, 
And walk with assurance and trust into his 
grace and peace. 

Amen 


