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25th October 2020 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:   Exodus 22:20-26 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 17:2-4,47,51 

I love you, Lord, my strength 
Second Reading:         1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

Gospel Acclamation:  John 14:23  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, and 
my Father will love them and we will 

come to them. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Matthew 22:34-40 
 LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Pam BELL Giuesppe GALATI Marie 
LOMBARDI   Fr Bernard O’BRIEN Cassie 
O’KEEFE  Lucy PERKOVIC Jeanette 
RAMAGE  Anne SAUNDERS Violet TADD  
Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Frank DELLA Carmel 
O’HANLON Eileen THORNCROST 
 

Anniversaries:     John ARTHURSON Rita 
JANSEN    Laurie JOHNSTON    Teresa 
MILLETT Matthew & Rosaria SPITERI 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

LOVE IS CONTAGIOUS 
The first section of the New Testament is St Paul’s letter to the Christians in Thessalonika (in 
modern Greece) written about twenty years after Pentecost. Paul writes how the Holy Spirit 
has spread the Gospel from Christ through himself to the Thessalonians. The lifestyle of  love 
of the early disciples has led to the acceptance of the Gospel. The disciples’ steadfast faith 
and abiding hope of salvation through Christ has spread to others in spite of opposition and 
suffering. 
 
NEW APPROACH TO LOVE: As the Ten Commandments given to Moses by God 
on Mt Sinai had developed into 613 commandments in the Hebrew tradition, the Jewish 
scribes and lawyers argued about which were the lighter or heavier  commandments to be 
observed. The lawyer’s question, “Master, which is the  greatest commandment of the Law?” 
sets a trap for Jesus, seen as a non professional scribe. 
Jesus answers: “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. The 
second resembles it: you must love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:40). 
Jesus does not quote any of the 613 commandments but two well-known passages from the 
Hebrew scripture– the first, the well-known morning prayer (Deuteronomy 6:5) and the     
second from a code of holiness (Leviticus 19:18). Jesus’ approach of the double command of 
love is new, uniting love of God and love of neighbour. 
 
WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOUR?: Jesus gave us the parable of the good Samaritan 
helping the Jew beaten by bandits. Jews and Samaritans were enemies over generations. 
Presently, in our Western World there is a lack of welcome to refugees. Until recently most 
western countries were good in offering hospitality to refugees. One example is Nguyen Van 
Mah who escaped Vietnam in 1978 by boat. Some of his 29 fellow travellers were shot by evil 
traders; others were attacked by pirates. Eventually, a Dutch trading ship picked up to twenty 
survivors depositing them in the Philippines. A year later Mah came to Australia and is now 
the local doctor in outback Australia where there had been no doctor for two years. Of 
course, a threshold number for refugees is needed for the common good.  
 
CARING FOR THE VULNERABLE: We believe God is on the side of the poor. In today’s 
first reading, the Lord said to Moses to be just to the stranger, the orphan and the widow. The 
‘safety net’ of care in those times was your family and kinspeople. God reminded his people 
to remember that they had been strangers and refugees in Egypt. Women could not own 
property so a widow was very vulnerable. 
 
LOVE OTHERS LIKE YOURSELF: If we are to love others as we love ourselves we must 
first be content and happy with who we are. It is only when we are comfortable with who we 
are that we are able to reach out to those around us with compassion. 
Let us remember God loves us so much that he sent his Son to give us eternal life. 
 
CHRISTMAS ON YOUR SCREEN: Due to Covid restrictions, the Churches of Sunbury 
are planning an online celebration of Christmas Carols available from 12th December. The 
program will run for about 50 minutes featuring Carols, lighting the Advent candles and    
messages from the Ministers of various Churches. An online collection will be taken for the 
CFA who were very involved fighting the bushfires early this year. More details later.  
  
SALE OF CHURCH LAND:  As reported in a newspaper last Sunday some vacant land of 
one hectare in Mitchells Lane is for sale. The proceeds will go to the Archdiocesan Land        
Acquisition Fund which will fund the purchase of land in Sunbury South for our fourth parish 
school on the site designated by the Victorian Planning Authority. At a meeting of key       
persons in Catholic Education Melbourne this month, our parish urged the purchase of the 
above land in Sunbury South. 

…..Kevin McIntosh  

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual              
Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You 
above all things, and I  desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least   
spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as 
if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be         
separated from You 



Catholic Church settings. It is also a time to recommit to the vital culture 
change and safeguarding work that needs to be done to create a safe Church 
for all. 
Children's Week is a national celebration that recognises the talents, skills, 
achievements and rights of children. It will run from Saturday 24 October to 
Sunday 1 November 2020, with thousands of Victorian children taking part in 
the festivities. 
The theme for Children's Week 2020 celebrates the right of all children to 
choose their own friends and safely connect with others. This is based on 
Article 15 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
   
CAREWORKS SUNBURY HAS 2 PAID POSITIONS AVAILABLE:  
CareWorks Sun Ranges Inc is an ecumenical Christian charity which provides 
emergency food, financial support and referral service to individuals and    
families in crisis within the Sunbury and Macedon Ranges region. 
Service-delivery Manager:  This is a paid, permanent part-time role (15 hours 
per week). The Service-delivery Manager leads a team of volunteers        
responsible for the client-facing processes of CareWorks, including client 
needs assessment and the provision of support to clients. 
Operations Manager:  This is a paid, permanent part-time role (15 hours per 
week). The Operations Manager leads a team of staff and volunteers        
responsible for the back-office processes of CareWorks, including             
procurement and management of grants and donations, financial               
management, statutory and other reporting and general administration. 
Further information for both positions, including a detailed job description and 
how to apply, can be obtained by calling Marc Huggins 0490 038 006 or 
emailing mlh156@outlook.com 
Applications close on November 27 2020. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: The Ready, Set, Pray!        
Children’s Liturgy of the Word @ Home video series has been created to    
provide an engaging space for families to encounter Jesus through the      
Sunday gospel.  
Each week includes an invitation for families to create and gather in their own 
prayer space, to sing, hear the Gospel, pray and respond creatively through 
an activity.  
This weekly resource follows the familiar Children’s Liturgy of the Word format 
provided in many parishes – but moved to an online setting. It can be used by 
families in their homes, and also by teachers and catechists.  
The series consists of 10 weekly sessions of 15-20 minutes duration,        
commencing from Sunday 18th October and continuing each Sunday until 
Christmas. We hope this experience of gathering for prayer will encourage 
families in this time when they cannot gather for parish celebrations of       
Eucharist. It is produced by Proclaim: The Office for Mission Renewal at the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
 
BLUE KNOT DAY-OCTOBER 28: is the day we remember those who have 
suffered childhood trauma. This could include the loss of a loved one at a 
young age, serious illnesses or accident. These traumas have lifelong       
impacts. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK:  
Tues 27 October 7pm Liturgy for RCIA 
Wed 28 Oct 10am Parish Staff Meeting 
  2pm REL Meeting 
Thurs 29 Oct 7.30pm Making a Missionary Parish– Zoom 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: to Jose` & Rusty Vergara on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary which they celebrated on 30th September 
2020.  
 
OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT: Last week we met via 
Zoom with Nita Anggriawan, the Jakarta-based coordinator for the 
LAP, and several of her case workers. It was a great opportunity 
to learn about the challenges the team is facing in caring for the 
HIV AIDS children under these difficult pandemic conditions. 
Among the challenges that Nita highlighted: 

• Despite the pandemic, they are still able to deliver milk 
and vitamins to the HIV AIDS children, although they    
cannot enter their houses but rather have to leave the 
supplies at the door. 

• They also have to be innovative in providing counselling to 
the families as no face-to-face contact can occur – rather 
they rely on meetings via Zoom. 

• Tragically the LAP team has lost three children due to their 
HIV AIDS illness over the past six months but, remarkably, 
there have been no fatalities due to the pandemic. 

• Regarding the supply of crucial milk and vitamins to the 
HIV AIDS children, our parish donations support 30 of the 
HIV AIDS children. However, there is a risk that the     
company that sponsors the remaining seventy three     
children may not be able to continue their involvement 
next year. Nita admits this will be a critical challenge for 
the LAP team. 

• Our parish community has been extremely generous in 
supporting the LAP team but unfortunately, due to the 
pandemic restrictions, we will not be able to hold our 
planned fundraising collection at Masses in November. If 
you are in a position to make a once-off donation to      
enable the LAP team to continue their work, could we 
please encourage you to make an electronic contribution 
using the following parish bank details:  

 Account Name:  OLMC Church Account 
 BSB No.:  083 347 
 Account No.: 546358602 
 Detail:  LAP-your surname 
Thank you for your continued support,  
OLMC LAP Fundraising team. 
 
ROSARY BY ZOOM:   Zoom Rosary Wednesdays 5:45 to 
6:15pm.  Please send email to t4siqueira@hotmail.com to join. 
Saturday Skype Spiritual Sacrifice Rosary 7 to 8:15am. 
Email gljsjacob@gmail.com to join. 
 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL APOLOGY TO      
VICTIMS & SURVIVORS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE: October 
22 marks the 2nd anniversary of the National Apology to Victims 
& Survivors of Institutional Child Sexual Abuse by Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison. 
This anniversary is an important occasion to reflect on the        
magnitude of harm perpetrated against victims and survivors in 

Mary MacKillop join us in our gratitude on this 10th 
anniversary of your canonization 
Be with us in this time of crisis in our world as we 
gather fresh courage around us for working in God’s 
healing mission 
Keep us participating as a people of the gospel         
engaging with our neighbours for the good of all and 
serving with Christ in our common home 
Holy Spirit strengthen us 
Amen 


