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18th October 2020 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:   Isaiah 45:1,4-6 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 95:1,3-5,7-10 

Give the Lord glory and honour 
Second Reading:         1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

Gospel Acclamation:  Philippians 2:15-16  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Shine on the world like bright stars; you 
are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:    Matthew 22:15-21 
  

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Pam BELL Giuesppe GALATI Marie 
LOMBARDI   Fr Bernard O’BRIEN Cassie 
O’KEEFE  Lucy PERKOVIC Jeanette 
RAMAGE  Anne SAUNDERS  Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Robert BOND Carol 
GRIESER Ann HUMPHRIS   Fr Charles 
MCBRIDE   
 
Anniversaries:  Austin & Leonie D’MONTE 
Laurence DILLON Leo & Isabella LORETO 
Catherine SAMON John SAMON Linda 
WARREN 

 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 
    

MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tues 20 Oct   10.30am Catholic Education Melb 
                       12.30pm Sunbury Ministers 
                        7.30pm  Sunbury Inter-Church  
Wed 21 Oct     2.00pm  Parish REL’s 
Thurs 22 Oct   7.30pm  Parish Child Safe Cttee 

Church and State 
Religion and politics-often a volatile brew! Today’s Gospel shows that this is not a 
modern dilemma but one faced by Jesus and his first disciples. While we try to live 
out the values of God’s Kingdom, we are not separated from the realities of this 
world, in fact it is this world that we are sent into on mission, and living in this world 
demands that we are political-we are part of the society in which we live. 
Vatican II expressed it like this: “The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties 
of the people of this age...are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the   
followers of Christ.” (Church in the Modern World Article 1). 
Another quote: “The Council exhorts Christians, as citizens of both cities, to perform 
their duties faithfully in the spirit of the Gospel.” (Article 43) 
 
OPPOSITION TO JESUS’ RISING POPULARITY: During Jesus’ final week in 
Jerusalem before his death and resurrection, Matthew situates today’s parable about 
paying tax to Caesar. Jesus has come into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday greeted by 
the crowds. The religious leaders concerned at losing their influence try to trap Jesus 
on paying taxes to Caesar. At this time, all persons, female and male, aged between 
12 and 65 years had to pay a tax, the equivalent to a labourers daily wage to the 
Roman occupiers sent by Caesar. 
The silver coin, a denarius, was considered blasphemous by observant Jews as the 
coin was inscribed with the words: “Caesar– the Son of the Divine Augustus”-      
implying Caesar was divine, Hence, there were money changers  in the Temple 
(expelled by Jesus on one occasion), to change the Roman coins into temple coins. 
If Jesus agrees with the paying of tax, he would be seen as disloyal to the Jewish 
people, oppressed by the Romans. If Jesus disagrees, he could be found guilty of 
fermenting rebellion against Rome and be arrested. 
 
JESUS’ WISE ANSWER: Jesus reveals his opponents’ hypocrisy when having no 
coins himself he asks them for a coin. It reveals that his opponents use the coins for 
their business. Jesus asks “whose image is on the coin?” “Caesars’” they reply.   
Jesus says; “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar– and to God what        
belongs to God.” 
The challenge is to consider what belongs to God. There may even be a call to    
recognise that people are made in the ‘image of God’  and that all people therefore 
belong to God. 
 
OUR CIVIC OBLIGATIONS: We are fortunate to live in Australia in  a        
wonderful democracy. But even a democracy can violate the dignity of a human   
being created in the image and likeness of God. Pope John Paul II wrote in 1991: 
“Authentic democracy is possible only in a state ruled by law, and on the basis of a 
correct conception of the human person.” 
Within the overall claim of God, we are to discharge our civic obligations with      
truthfulness not hypocrisy, with honesty not flattery and with justice not opportunism. 
 
A SAINT OF TWO CITIES: Angelo Joseph Roncalli (1881-1963) was born 
the fourth child of thirteen children in a poor farming family in a village near          
Bergamo, Northern Italy. Ordained a priest in 1904, he served as a stretcher bearer 
and chaplain in the Italian Army during the First World War. From 1921 to 1953, he 
was a Vatican diplomat and bishop in Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece and France. 
During the 1930’s, and during the Second World War, he used his diplomatic    PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 

faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 

good of all 



2. Finance 
While the FDC expected that the finances of the parish would be affected by 
Covid 19 and the restrictions imposed, we are pleased that the effect has not 
been as great as we has initially imagined.  
Understandably, our weekly collections have reduced but many parishioners have 
opted to use electronic means of transferring funds to the parish and we are very 
grateful for this. It remains an available option and if you would like information on 
how it’s done, please leave a message on the parish office’s line and someone 
will return to you. Alternatively, if you would like to make an electronic contribution 
to our accounts directly, the relevant BSB & Account numbers are: 
 
Presbytery A/c-1st Collection BSB: 083 347 Account:674466042 
Church A/c-2nd Collection BSB: 083 347 Account: 546358602 
 
Importantly, the parish qualified for the federal government’s JobKeeper program, 
the first phase of which ended on 30 September. Likewise, we qualify for the     
second phase, although the financial contribution from the government will reduce 
and at this stage, it will cease on 31 December. This initiative has been an     
enormous advantage to the parish as it relieved the financial impact of staff     
salaries on the parish. 
Our income and expenditure continues to be closely monitored and where      
possible, we have deferred costs to a later date and have scaled back on          
non-essential items, including some general maintenance matters. As is our    
routine, the FDC formally reviews our financial position monthly, while expenses 
are managed on a day-to-day basis. 
 
3. Parish Connectivity  
Fr Kevin continues to live-stream Mass and I know many parishioners use this 
service. 
Parish ministries are connected by Zoom technology, which has enabled many of 
these groups and the parish generally to continue to function, albeit with some 
difficulty and restrictions. 
Of course, when we are able to attend Mass again remains unclear but the       
Liturgy Committee will ensure we are able to do so safely and in accordance with 
requirements when it does happen. 
 
4. Risk Management 
The dangers and restrictions imposed due to Covid 19 have enabled the FDC to 
implement a risk management strategy, for which we have utilised a risk          
management ‘tool’ developed by our insurer, CCI. This period has provided an 
excellent opportunity to ‘road test’ our recently developed risk management       
strategy and over time, you will see this in operation in the parish more frequently. 
The aim of the FDC is to ensure that appropriate risk management techniques are 
implemented in all ministries within the parish. Glenn Morris is leading this work 
and progress is encouraging. 
 
5. Strategic Plan 
The FDC has also used the additional time due to restricted activities to           
commence work on the parish strategic plan and while there remains much to be 
done, FDC members are pleased with progress. The plan is very much in its    
construction and draft stages and it will be released to all parishioners for com-
ment and feedback in due course. We are fortunate to have the expertise of    
Michael McConville for this project. 
 
On behalf of Fr Kevin and the FDC, I hope you continue to stay safe and well. 
Like all of us, I am keen to have life back to ‘normal’, although I can barely      
remember what that looked like. Please continue to look after yourself and to pray 
for each other that we will be able to gather again as a community in the not-too-
distant future. 
God bless you and warm regards, 
Peter Rush 
Chairman, Finance & Development Committee. 

facilities to rescue many Jews from the Nazis. Later, he was   
honoured by Israel. 
In 1958, he was elected Pope, taking the name John XXIII. He 
was seen by some as an elderly ‘stop gap’ pope. However, in his 
four years seven months as Pope, he brought much renewal to 
our Chruch– he said “Open the windows and let the Holy Spirit 
in.” Key changes he introduced were holding a Roman Synod, 
beginning the revision of Canon Law, establishing the Institute of 
Liturgy and of course calling and presiding at the Vatican Council 
in 1962. 
He continued to be ‘a citizen of two cities’- His first Christmas Day 
as Pope, he visited two hospitals in Rome. He offered to mediate 
between Krushchev of Russia ad John F Kennedy of USA. In 
1962, Time magazine called him the “Man of the Year.” 
He died of stomach cancer in 1963. At his funeral, the two 
wreaths of flowers were donated by prisoners from two Italian 
prisons he used to visit. He was canonised in 2013. His Feast 
Day was last Sunday. 

….Kevin McIntosh 

 

CHILD SAFETY: The eSafety Commissioner has recently     
published a free e-book resource 'Online safety for grandparents 
and carers' which provides advice about online safety issues that 
children and young people may experience. This resource      
provides “key advice about online safety issues that can affect 
children and young people” including practical tips to help     
grandparents and carers to talk about these issues with children 
and young people and manage them.  Helpful topics include:    
setting up devices safely; managing time online; preventing     
unsafe contact from strangers as well as a guide to some of the 
most popular sites and apps. 
Grandparents and carers can order a hard copy or download and 
view the resource online: 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/seniors/online-safety-grandparents-
carers  
 
UPDATE FROM FINANCE & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
Dear fellow parishioners, 
Regrettably, we have been unable to return to parish life with any 
sort of normality and at the time of writing this, it is difficult to imagine 
when we will be able to do so. However, the Finance and             
Development Committee (FDC) has continued to go about its       
business as best we can and we thought you might be interested in 
an update of our activities. 
 
1. Staff Issues 
From the time of our stage 4 lockdown, the Parish Office has been 
closed and all staff commenced working from home for their normal 
activities. As much as possible, our dedicated staff have continued to 
conduct all the normal operational matters of the parish with minimal 
disruption. Day-to-day matters have been managed well, although, 
obviously, some activities have had to be temporarily curtailed. The 
parish office will be reopened as soon as possible but, of course, in 
line with government requirements and practical measures in place. I 
would like to thank our staff for their commitment, dedication and 
flexibility in difficult circumstances. 
 
 
 

Merciful Father, you call us to come out of ourselves 
in loving service of others. We pray that we can be 
instruments of your love here in our parish and    
wherever we go. We ask that you cover your             
communities scattered around the world with your 
love. We offer our prayers through Christ our Lord 
Amen 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least   spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You 


