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4th October 2020 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm Response: Psalm 79:9, 12-16, 19-20 

The vineyard of the Lord is the House of 
Israel. 

Second Reading: Phillippians 4:6-9 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 15:15  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, because 

I have made known to you everything I 
have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-43 
  

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Pam BELL Giuesppe GALATI Marie 
LOMBARDI   Fr Bernard O’BRIEN Cassie 
O’KEEFE  Lucy PERKOVIC Jeanette 
RAMAGE  Anne SAUNDERS  Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Ann HUMPHRIS    
Dianna MACHAYA Nessie POUGNET    
Monsignor Tony TOMS  
 
Anniversaries:  Vincenzo BRULLO Janet 
EDMONDSON Peter LAMOURY    Alice 
RIBEYRO     Jennifer RILEY Ashby ROMEO  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 

WE ARE THE LORD’S VINEYARD 
 
Our Parish has several vineyards, some established years ago and others more 
recently as at Salesian College. Today, we hear a parable about a vineyard, a     
familiar image of Israel in the Old Testament. 
Jesus loved a good wine. His opponents called him ‘a drunkard’. Of course, this was 
defamation. Jesus loved gathering around the table with his followers and outcasts. 
He knew good wine comes from good vineyards. Jesus knew good wine makes   
people happy sociable and friendly. He wants us to be happy. One of Christ’s      
favourite image of heaven is a great wedding banquet which needs good wine 
(remember the Cana wedding?) At the Last Supper, he gave himself totally under 
the appearance of wine, as his Precious Blood. The Eucharist is a foretaste of the 
great banquet in heaven. 
 
VINEYARDS IN ISRAEL: A vineyard was very precious to its owner. To cultivate a 
vineyard in fertile land takes time and effort; to cultivate a vineyard in the harsh,   
relatively dry and infertile soil of Israel requires enormous work and constant        
vigilance. Any rainfall needs to be harvested and rocks cleared for good soil. The 
vineyard is an image of God’s long term commitment to Israel. Those listening to 
Jesus would have been familiar with this image of the vineyard from the Prophet 
Isaiah in our first reading and psalm today. 
 
A PARABLE OF SALVATION HISTORY: Matthew’s gospel was particularly keen 
to cast Jesus in the image of fulfilling the prophecies of the Jewish tradition. In     
today’s parable, God is the landowner of  the vineyard which he leased to tenants– 
we humans are the tenants. The landowner in Jesus’ story (God) is unbelievably 
patient and prepared to give the tenants every opportunity to do the right thing. The 
servants sent to collect the produce at vintage time are the prophets– in the history 
of Israel, some prophets were not accepted. The son of the landowner is obviously 
Jesus himself who was killed. The vineyard is not destroyed but given to other     
tenants who will deliver the produce at harvest time. 
 
NO BASIS FOR ANTI-SEMITISM: Down the centuries, especially in the 20th      
century, some people have used the parable to prove that Israel is no longer God’s 
people. This is false. Salvation is not taken away from Israel but from its failed     
leadership, and given to new leaders of the community of disciples, Jews and      
Gentiles, who are challenged to produce the righteousness that God demands.    
Matthew wrote his gospel for a community of many like himself had transferred from 
the Jewish religion to the Christian religion. 
 
WE ARE STEWARDS OF THE VINEYARD: The People of God, the vineyard of the 
Lord has us as stewards, tenants, today. God’s Kingdom has been given to us. The 
parable cautions us that we will be held accountable for our stewardship. As tenants 
are we being productive? Are we truly living out the Gospel? Who are the prophets 
in our midst calling us to a greater fidelity? How are we treating these prophets? 
Prophets: for climate change, gender equality, true democracy, closing the gap    
between rich and poor, etc.  As we travel along Vineyard Road, let us remember we 
are the vineyard of the Lord. 
 

PTO….. 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



CATHOLIC HEALTH AUSTRALIA AND AT HOME CARE: a major new 
report for Catholic Health care is calling on the Federal Government to 
unlock funding to allow more Australians to be treated in the comfort of 
their own homes. For too many people are going into hospital every year 
for care that could be delivered safely and effectively at home. Changes 
need to be made to private health insurance. 
 
NEW PAPAL ENCYCLICAL: Pope Francis will sign his new       
encyclical on Monday, the feast of his patron, St Francis of Assisi in the 
town of Assisi. The new document is about creating a space in which 
one’s identity can be affirmed by others, where understanding of the other 
can be developed and promoted and where there is sincerity of intention. 
 
REV TONY TOMS: Ordained in Melbourne in 1964, he served as a 
missionary in Thailand from 1965 to 1979 when he became an army    
chaplain in Australia. In 1993, he became the Principal Army Chaplain. In 
1996, he was appointed parish priest of Seymour for 20 years. He retired 
in 2016. Last Friday, he entered eternal life aged 82 years. His brother 
Chris was ordained a Melbourne priest in 1975. The 710th priest from  
Corpus Christi Melbourne. He entered eternal life last year when he was 
parish priest of Jordanville. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER ONLINE WEEKEND: If you are spending time 
together, but feel the distance between you … A great opportunity to 
spend a weekend improving your communication in the comfort of your 
own home. 
This VIRTUAL Weekend gives couples the chance to sleep in their own 
beds and check-in on kids or animals during meal times. 
Come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and 
how to keep your love growing! 
The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values but couples of all 
faiths are welcome.  Couples from regional areas may find this option  
ideal.  Next weekend is on 9-11th October 2020. 
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website: wwme.org.au 
 
SUPPORT THROUGH CRISIS: Just as we did 85 years 
ago, we continue to support our community through times 
of crisis like the Black Saturday bushfires, the East     
Gippsland bushfires earlier this year, and the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
But families and individuals will experience their own crises 
too.   Family violence, relationship breakdown, financial 
insecurity,  homelessness, illness, or addiction to alcohol or drugs are 
some examples of the crises we see within our community. 
No one should ever have to walk a tough journey alone. With a  listening 
ear and a compassionate heart, we're walking alongside families and  
individuals to guide them along their journey to a  brighter future. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tues 6 Oct 5pm Salesian College Council 
Wed 7 Oct 10am Parish Education Board 
  2pm Alpha Program 
Thurs 8 Oct 11am Catholic School Governance 

PEACE IN TIME OF WORRY: Our second reading today 
is from St Paul’s letter to the people of Philippi, a European 
city. The reading is gracious and loving. Paul offers wise     
advice to the community for which he has such deep affection. 
He wants them to pray with such serenity and thankfulness 
that they will be blessed with the peace of God. He             
encourages them to dwell in their minds on all that is good, 
noble, pure and virtuous. Ideal advice during the pandemic. 

...Kevin McIntosh 
 

STELLA MARIS (‘STAR OF THE SEA’ LATIN) CENTENARY: 
is the name used around the world for the Apostleship of the 
Sea, which has centres from which pastoral care and practical 
support are delivered, including many Australian ports. Stella 
Maris has a new logo with an anchor a symbol of hope, a life 
buoy a symbol of faith and the heart symbolises charity. The 
bottom of the logo has waves a reminder of the danger and 
death at sea. 
Australia Post has released a pre-paid envelope to mark the 
100 years of ministry to seafarers. Presently, crews in most 
countries have been unable to disembark because of border 
restrictions, nor have Stella Maris volunteers been able to visit 
them on board. 
Prior to Stella Maris, St Vincent de Paul Society began visiting 
ships in Australia from 1890. 

 
 

Some thoughts on today's scripture: 

• One of the saddest statements in the gospels is 
this innocent comment of the father: ‘They will 
respect my son.’ I am frightened to think what 
would happen if Jesus came into our world    
today. His message about the Kingdom of God 
would put him in direct opposition to so many 
other kingdoms. He would become an enemy to 
be got rid of. 

• Jesus, you were thrown out and killed. But you 
took no revenge. Instead you excused your    
torturers and by your love you reconciled      
everyone with God. You showed what divine 
love is like. You love me totally, no matter what 
I do. May I always wish others well, and pray 
for them  

• Every one of us has been given a vineyard by 
God. Our families, our communities, our work, 
our church, our environment are all parts of our 
vineyard. God does not exclude anyone from 
their vineyard.  

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least   spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You 


