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27th September 2020 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:25-28 

Psalm Response: Psalm 24:4-9 

Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Second Reading: Phillippians 2:1-11 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 10:27  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the 
Lord I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:  Matthew 21:28-32  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:    Pam BELL Giuesppe GALATI Marie 
LOMBARDI   Cassie O’KEEFE  Lucy 
PERKOVIC Jeanette RAMAGE  Anne 
SAUNDERS  Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Patricia CLARKE 
James PELLY Pat TORR  
 
Anniversaries:  Luis FERNANDES Judy & 
Frank HOGAN Joseph NOY  

 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 

of all including children and   
vulnerable adults. 

 
Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual             
Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You 
above all things, and I  desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least   
spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if 
You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be          
separated from You 

    
 

WE SHOULD WALK THE TALK 
We know we should be people who carry out what we say we will do– to be people of       
integrity, not of hypocrisy. Jesus himself gave us this message: “It is not those who say to 
me, “Lord, Lord” who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the will of 
my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21) 
In today’s gospel, we listen to the parable of the two sons of a father who has a vineyard. 
Matthew situates the parable in the last week of the earthly life of Jesus, who has entered 
Jerusalem applauded by the crowds and he has upset the chief priests and religious leaders 
by cleansing the Temple of money-lenders. Hence, they question Jesus by what authority 
has been acted Jesus replied: look at my actions– the lame walk, the deaf hear and the blind 
see. (Matthew 11:4). 
 
MOIRA KELLY AO– REAL WALKER: she was born in 1964, attending school in Carlton, 
during which she was inspired by a movie on Mother Teresa. Later she attended St Aloysius 
College, North Melbourne to Year 10. Aged 20 years, she became a lay missionary in      
Western Australia working as a ‘house mother’ on an aboriginal mission. In 1986, she sold 
her car to buy an airline ticket to Calcutta where she worked with Mother Teresa for 6 
months. From 1994 to 19999, she was a volunteers at a refugee camp in Bosnia              
Herzegovina. Returning to Victoria she set up Creating Hope Foundation devoted to          
overseas children with special medical needs. We remember her caring for two conjoined 
twins, Trishna and Krishna in the Royal Children’s Hospital in 2009. In 2012, she was      
Victorian of the Year. She is a practising Catholic; her actions, not her words, give her       
authority. 
 
PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS:   In 1st century Palestine, life was very communal and 
honour was highly prized. The first son’s “no” to his father’s request to work in the vineyard 
was a shameful insult to the father to whom he should be obedient. Later, he becomes     
remorseful, changes his mind, thinks better of it and goes obediently to the vineyard. 
In our lives at times, we need to have a transformative change of heart– a spiritual            
conversation. Life is always in movement. Sometimes our mind holds onto the past and    
cannot handle the new that is happening. Too often we cling to what we think. 
Jesus is directing his parable to religious leaders who did not heed John the Baptist, as their 
minds were made up so they did not do the will of the Father. They adhered literally to the 
Torah, ignoring the spirit of the Law and the call to compassion. Hence, they criticised Jesus 
for healing on the Sabbath. 
Like many of the parables, there is a sting in the tail. Jesus states the tax collectors and   
prostitutes did change their minds, they repented on hearing the message from John the 
Baptist. Both these groups were shameful and despised as they collaborated with the       
occupying Romans in their imperial tax system and providing sexual services to Roman    
soldiers. 
Jesus concluded these converts will precede, go before, the religious leaders into the       
kingdom of heaven. The door is always left open to anyone who repents and later many   
temple priests did enter the Christian communities. 
 
IDEALS OF COMMUNITY LIVING: Our second reading today is from Paul’s letter to the 
people of the city of Philippi, a Roman city, now in modern Greece. It was the first city of 
Europe to which St Paul went and preached on two occasions. His letter is affectionate and 
joyful Today’s section begins with a call to unity, not to be competitive or conceited, rather to 
think of others’ interests. 
The second part of our reading is an ancient hymn which has been very inspiring down the 
centuries. It begins stating that Christ did not hang on to his equality with God, but aban-
doned its privileges, emptying himself into our humanity to express what God is like. Christ 
identifies with our human condition and his servant obedience took him to death. The Father 
raised Christ to glory. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 

 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to the family of Patricia Clarke 
who entered eternal life on 15th September aged 86 years. Patricia and her    
husband Ron came to our parish in 1998. Patricia has been an active worshipper 
in our Parish until recent years when our Communion ministers attended to her at 
home for which we are grateful Her Funeral was held last week. 
 
CHRISTIANS ON YOUR SCREEN (COYS): The combined Sunbury  Churches 
are planning an online Christmas Carols service to replace Carols on the Green 
(COG) due to  probable Covid-19 restrictions for social distancing. The            
programme will combine pre-recorded musical items by small groups, short    
messages from each of the Sunbury ministers, video clips of groups such as    
Ambulance, Scouts, Police, Lions Club, CFA, SES, Careworks, aged facilities, 
Schools, etc. The program would run for 45 minutes and be available from 12th 
Dec. This will continue a tradition of 34 years of Christmas Carols in  Sunbury. 
 
STILL A LUCKY COUNTRY:  Data published on 19th Sept from John   Hopkins 
University (USA) lists Australia 130th country having 1050 cases of Covid-19 per 
million people. The highest number per million is Qatar with 42501 per million 
persons. 
 
106TH WORLD DAY OF MIGRANT & REFUGEE SUNDAY: In the light of the 
tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like this Message, although        
concerned with internally displaced persons, to embrace all those who are      
experiencing situations of precariousness, abandonment, marginalisation and 
rejection as a result of COVID-19. 
I would like to start with the image that inspired Pope Pius XII in his Apostolic 
Constitution Exsul Familia (1 Aug 1952). During the flight into Egypt, the child 
Jesus experienced with his parents the tragic fate of the displaced and refugees, 
“which is marked by fear, uncertainty and unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15, 19-23).        
Unfortunately, in our own times, millions of families can identify with this sad    
reality. Almost every day the television and papers carry news of refugees fleeing 
from hunger, war and other grave dangers, in search of security and a dignified 
life for themselves and for their families” (Angelus, 29 Dec 2013). In each of these 
people, forced to flee to safety, Jesus is present as he was at the time of Herod. 
In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, strangers and         
prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us to help (cf. 
Mt 25:31-46). If we can recognise him in those faces, we will be the ones to thank 
him for having been able to meet, love and serve him in them. 
Displaced people offer us this opportunity to meet the Lord, “even though our 
eyes find it hard to recognise him: his clothing in tatters, his feet dirty, his face 
disfigured, his body wounded, his tongue unable to speak our language” (Homily, 
15 Feb 2019). 
We are called to respond to this pastoral challenge with the four verbs I indicated 
in my Message for this Day in 2018: welcome, protect, promote and integrate. To 
these words, I would now like to add another six pairs of verbs that deal with very 
practical actions and are linked together in a relationship of cause and effect. 
You have to know in order to understand. Knowledge is a necessary step towards 
understanding others. Jesus himself tells us this in the account of the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus: “While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognising 
him” (Lk 24:15-16). 
When we talk about migrants and displaced persons, all too often we stop at   
statistics. But it is not about statistics, it is about real people! If we encounter 
them, we will get to now more about them. And knowing their stories, we will be 
able to understand them. We will be able to understand, for example, that the 
precariousness that we have come to experience as a result of this pandemic is a 
constant in the lives of displaced people. 
It is necessary to be close in order to serve. It may seem obvious, yet often it is 
the contrary. “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him” (Lk 10:33-34). Fears and prejudices – all too 
many prejudices – keep us distant from others and often prevent us from 
“becoming neighbours” to them and serving them with love. Drawing close to 
others often means being willing to take risks, as so many doctors and nurses 
have taught us in recent months. This readiness to draw near and serve goes 
beyond a mere sense of duty. Jesus gave us the greatest example of this when 
he washed the feet of his disciples: he took off his cloak, knelt down and dirtied 
his hands (cf. Jn 13:1-15). 
……..Extract from the MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 

106th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2020 

WORLD GRATITUDE DAY:  21st September How to celebrate 
World Gratitude Day: The awareness of the  benefits of having time 
in one’s life for gratitude, appreciation and positive reflection have 
become increasingly apparent. The hope of the founders of Gratitude 
Day is that by taking time, one day a year, to reflect on the many 
amazing things we have in our lives, it would positively impact our 
well-being and make us happier, more contented people. 
There are so many different ways that you can be thankful on World 
Gratitude Day. This includes simply being thankful for the fact that 
you have woken up and experienced a brand new day. There are lots 
of other things that you should be thankful for as well. If you have a 
pet, your loyal pet is definitely worthy of your gratitude. You can also 
be thankful for the beautiful nature, which provides us with sunsets 
and many other blessings. We often take our health for granted as 
well, yet this is another thing that you should appreciate. You can 
also be grateful for your job, which gives you a purpose, feeds your 
children, and pays the bills. You can also be thankful for the roof that 
is over your head. Some people don’t have a home to live in, and so 
this is something you should always be grateful for.  
There are a number of different things that you can do in order to 
celebrate World Gratitude Day. One thing that you can do is starting 
keeping a gratitude journal. This is something that everyone in the 
family can do. You can make sure you write down all of the things 
that you are thankful for. Keeping a gratitude journal has been shown 
to increase people’s sense of happiness by forcing them to 
acknowledge the happy and positive moments in their day,                 
irrespective of how insignificant they may appear. Whether it is an 
awe-inspiring sunset, a compliment from a friend, or just a smile from 
a stranger, we can all feel more joyful and a lot calmer if we          
appreciate these experiences. This is the sort of activity that all ages 
can get involved with. In fact, we think it is a great thing for children 
to do because it helps them to appreciate the things they have in life.  
 
DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  We congratulate 
Val and Kevin Fury as they celebrate 60 years of marriage this week. 
They were married at St Patrick’s Cathedral where Kevin was a   
lector at lunchtime Masses. They have been blessed with four      
children. They came to our parish twelve years ago.  
 
WOMEN TO STEER VATICAN FINANCES:  Pope Francis has 
appointed six women to the Vatican Council for the Economy. They 
include Leslie Ferrer, a former treasurer to the Prince of Wales and 
Ruth Kelly, a former British parliamentarian. The Pope set up the 
Council in 2014 to make decisions on finance. The Council includes 
six bishops and seven lay people with strong finance experience. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Lyn Plummer and her 
family as her mother Pat Torr entered eternal life aged 93 years, last 
week. Pat was baptised, married and had her funeral Mass at St 
Theresa’s Church, Essendon. Blessed with two daughters, Leeanne 
& Lyn, Pat was an active Catholic all her life. She welcomed new 
migrants and was a great gardener. 

Father, you entrusted to Saint Joseph what you held most   
precious: the child Jesus and his Mother, in order to  protect 
them from the dangers and threats of the wicked. Grant that we 
may experience his protection and help. May he, who shared in 
the sufferings of those who flee from the hatred of the powerful, 
console and protect all our brothers and sisters driven by war, 
poverty and  necessity to leave their homes and their lands to 
set out as refugees for safer places. Help them, through the in-
tercession of Saint Joseph, to find the strength to persevere, 
give them comfort in   sorrows and  courage amid their trials. 
Grant to those who welcome them some of the tender love of 
this just and wise father, who loved Jesus as a true son and 
sustained Mary at every step of the way. May he, who earned 
his bread by the work of his hands, watch over those who have 
seen everything in life taken away and obtain for them the dig-
nity of a job and the serenity of a home. 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 May 2020, Memorial of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Fatima. 


