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6 September 2020 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 33:7-9 
Psalm Response: Psalm 94:1-2, 6-9 

O that today you would listen to his 
voice! Harden not your hearts. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10 
Gospel Acclamation:  2 Corinthians 5:19  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world 

to himself; and the Good News of         
reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Colin BEAR Carmel CORKER  Dale 
MAHER Mattie MCGUIRE   Cassie 
O’KEEFE Lucy PERKOVIC Jeanette 
RAMAGE    Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Jan KEOGH Alan 
MCCARTHY Trevor SALTER  Lucia TANASI 
 
Anniversaries:  Sr Maureen CAHIR RSJ 
Kate CROOKS    Jack DORNEY  Mary 
DUGGAN Fr Jim FEENAN 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all children and vulnerable 

adults. 

SEE HOW THEY LOVE AND FORGIVE EACH OTHER 
Individualistic and selfish people do not have concern for others, as shown by the      
murderer Cain: “I don’t know where this brother Abel is: am I my brother’s                 
keeper.” (Genesis 4:9) 
Our three scriptural readings today teach us that we are all responsible for one another, 
including giving pastoral care to sinners. 
 
CONTEXT OF FORGIVENESS: Our gospel reading today is sandwiched between 
two parables about showing mercy and refusing mercy (Matthew 18:10-14, 23-35). The 
first parable features the shepherd leaving the ninety-nine sheep to find the one lost 
sheep. In the second parable, a servant after being forgiven a huge debt is criticized for 
refusing to forgive a fellow servant a small debt. 
 
A PROCESS OF FORGIVING: What responsibility do we have for others actions? 
When is it right to respect others’ freedom to make their own wrong choices? When are 
we obliged to bring others’ bad behaviour to light? What is the best way to approach 
someone who we believe needs challenge or correction? 
Matthew gives us a three-step process. The first step is an approach of one to one. The 
person hurt to seek out the other, with courage and loving humility not intending a  
judgemental confrontation. This may be sufficient to lay the matter to rest. 
If the difficulty remains, the second step is to discuss the issue within a small group– just 
one or two others. This may take time, but it preserves the dignity and confidentiality of 
all involved. 
The third step is for the community to be involved. Community leaders are to discern, 
looking to wide horizons, exercising authority with loving concern for the future of both 
the individual  and the whole community and then speak out when necessary. The whole 
process requires sensitivity. 
The breaking of a relationship need not be harsh or permanent. The Church has a     
continuing responsibility for the care of the excluded. Jesus was criticised for being the 
friend of tax collectors and other outcasts. 
 
FREQUENCY OF FORGIVENESS:  When asked how often must we forgive 
our brother and sister, Jesus answered, “not seven times but seventy-seven 
times.” (Matthew 18:22) In the only prayer given to us by Jesus, the Lord’s Prayer, we 
pray “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive others…: Our community is not the Church 
of the perfect. From the beginning, there have been disputes in the Church. The       
Christian community is to exercise its authority under the new law of love, as in our    
second reading today- “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
FORGIVENESS IS TRANSFORMATIVE: In February 1990, Nelson Mandela was 
due to be released after 29 years in jail for opposing apartheid in South Africa. As the 
world watched on television, Mandela did not appear at the expected time. Was he being 
detained longer? A few hours later, he did come out. Mandela was late because he had 
spent time thanking his jailers!- he respected them and in turn they respected him.  
The great Pope John XXIII wisely said, “See everything, overlook a great deal,  correct a 
little.” 
 
LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF: St Paul in our second reading 
today quotes the commandments prohibiting action which harm one’s neighbours. He 
sums up the commandment as “You must love your neighbour as yourself.” 
Sometimes we may struggle if we are asked: “What do you like best about yourself?” 

PTO 
 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



SUNDAY MASSES:  Masses will be recorded and available on line 
each week via the parish website olmcsunbury.com.  We will update 
parishioners when changes will occur and any actions will be in   
accordance to Victorian Government restrictions and the              
Archdiocese of  Melbourne. 
Sunday Mass is telecast live from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am on 
Channel 44. 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  The Parish Office will be closed during the COVID-19 
stage 4 restriction period. Parish staff are working from home and can 
respond to telephone calls or emails. For security reasons, the Parish  
Finance & Development Committee requests that any deliveries to the 
Parish Office be delayed until the restrictions are eased. 
 
CATHOLICCARE: During these challenging times, there is 
help available. Contact CatholicCare on  03 9287 5555 if 
you're experiencing financial  hardship, increased anxiety or 
depression, or you need a helping hand.  CatholicCare has 
trained counsellors available for individual counselling or 
family counselling.  
You don’t have to suffer in silence when there is help at the other end of 
the phone line.  
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tues 8 Sept 10.30am  Parish as Missionary 
Wed 9 Sept 10am  Parish Education Board 
  2pm  Alpha Part 4 
Thurs 10 Sept 5pm  Victorian Churches– Child Safety 
Frid 11 Sept 11am  Future Catholic Schools in Sunbury 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to the family of Lucia Tanasi 
who entered eternal life on 1st September aged 89 years. Born in Sicily 
she and her late husband, Paulo, came to our Parish in 1992 where she 
has been an active Catholic. Her daughter-in-law, Pauline manages St 
Anne’s School canteen. Her funeral Mass will be celebrated this week 
concluding at Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
 
 

We may reply: “I don’t want to blow my own trumpet.” 
For St Paul, love of self is not indulgent, but the basis of our 
love of God and others. Our love of God is experienced in the 
healthy appropriate esteem we have for ourselves. We cannot 
love anyone else if we don’t love ourselves. We are loved as 
sinners by God who calls us to walk as children of the light. 
 
FATHERS DAY: About 1400, Fathers’ Day began to be      
celebrated in Catholic Europe on 19th March, the Feast of St 
Joseph as promoted by the Franciscans.  
Today, twelve European countries still celebrate it on 19th 
March. Globally, the most common date is the third Sunday in 
June. Australia is one of four Pacific counties to celebrate    
Fathers Day today. 
May our Fathers be honoured today and held in prayer as they 
carry out their vocation during the pandemic. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 

LITURGY TEAM:  The Liturgy Team met via Zoom 
last week and continues to meet regularly. 
We wish to thank the dedicated team who provide the Sunday 
Mass for our parish. Fr Kevin is assisted by Nelson Graham, 
Kevin Carville, Sr Jose, Luisa Hogan, Tom Allen and Maree 
Shields. They plan the liturgy and 5 record the Mass each 
week. 
The Liturgy Team plan to continue to improve outreach to our 
community in the hope that our Parish Vision will continue to 
grow, particularly in these times of such uncertainty and      
anxiety, that    ”Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all” 
 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: The Parish newsletter continues to 
be printed and copies are available online at olmcsunbury.com 
and outside St. Anne’s church. If you know of anyone who 
would appreciate a copy please download one, or pick up a 
copy, or notify the parish office please. For many the         
newsletter is the only form of communication they may have 
with the parish. Thank you. 
 
SICK PARISHIONERS: Please let the parish office know if 
one of our parishioners are sick and would appreciate a call. 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be  separated 
from You 

Fathers Day  Prayer:  
 
Bless all fathers 
as they care for their families. 
Give them strength and      
wisdom, tenderness and          
patience; support them in the 
work they have to do, 
protecting those who look to 
them, as we look to you for 
love and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our rock 
and defender.                 Amen.  

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass 

against us  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

Amen 


