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23 August 2020 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading:  Isaiah 22:19-23 

Psalm Response: Psalm 137:1-3, 6, 8 

Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake 
the work of your hands. 

Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36 
Gospel Acclamation:  Matthew 16:18  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
You are peter, the rock on which I will 

build my Church; the gates of hell will not 
hold out against it. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Colin BEAR Carmel CORKER  Dale 
MAHER Mattie MCGUIRE  Fr Bernard 
O’BRIEN  Lucy PERKOVIC Trevor SALTER  
Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Patrick BRICKNELL 
John FOGARTY  Ron GILL  Rita MIGOTTO 
Veronica POWELL Chris TELFER 
 
Anniversaries:  Pat PRICE Mary VICTOR 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all children and vulnerable 

adults. 

“THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST MY CHURCH” 
These words are part of Jesus’ appointing Peter to be the leader of the Church. The 
appointment comes after Simon Peter responded to Jesus’ question, “Who do you 
say I am?” by saying: “Your are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus continued: “Simon, son of Jonah, you are a blessed man because my Father 
in heaven has revealed this to you. So I say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I 
will build my Church and the gates of hell will never prevail against it.” 
 
FLAWED BUT GRACED LEADER: In choosing Simon Peter, Jesus appoints    
someone we can relate to in our weaknesses. Prior to this occasion, Simon lost his 
trust in Jesus who called him to walk on water, but Peter panicked when he felt the 
wind– crying out to Jesus to save him. Later, on Good Friday, Peter denied he even 
knew jesus who was on trial before Pilate. 
Later, after Pentecost, Peter lives out his role as a ‘rock’ (Petros in Greek), writing 
two letters now in the New Testament and became a martyr in Rome in 64 CE. 
 
NOT THE HEAVEN’S GATEKEEPER:  we sometimes joke about St Peter at the 
pearly gates of heaven– letting in or refusing entry to heaven. Jesus gave him the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven to ‘bind’ and ‘loose’. These words are symbolic    
referring to what is and is not tied to God’s law– Torah in Hebrew. It is the role of the 
Church to discern and live God’s will in the changing circumstances in the course of 
history. 
We can be assured that for all its human weaknesses and failings, the Church 
guards a supreme treasure and enjoys a divine guarantee. 
The final words in Matthew’s gospel are Jesus saying, “Go, make disciples of all 
nations– teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know I am with 
you always; yes, to the end of time.” (Matthew 28:20) 
 
REBUILD MY CHURCH: When St Francis of Assisi (1181-1220)heard these words 
at first, he thought of physically repairing a church. Later, he realised his call to    
reform the Church. His love for flowers and for all creation brought reform and new 
vitality and holiness to the whole Church. 
Down the centuries, saints have reformed the Church– St Teresa of Avila, Spain 
(1515-1382) reformed her sisters and left for us all an example of intense prayer life. 
Our challenge after we come out of this pandemic  is what rebuilding will we need to 
do in our parish? 
After world wars, the Irish potato famine and the Black death, the world was not the 
same. 
 
WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?: Our personal answer reflects our relationship 
with Christ and the way we live our life in response to who we believe Jesus to be; 
for each of us, who Jesus is personally matters. 
It also raises the next question how we get to know anyone?- a friend, a parent, a 
spouse? By taking time with them, learning from them. In our Christian life, we need 
to make time for prayer and to learn from others in the Christian community. 
We must take the faith of the Church, which has nurtured us up to now and make it 
our own. When we encounter Christ, we contribute to the re-founding of the Church 
in our time. We are commissioned like the disciples to bear witness to Christ’s      
personal love in our workplace, with our friends and in our families. We may be the 
only face of Christianity that others may encounter. 

…. Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



SUNDAY MASSES:  Masses will be recorded and available on line 
each week via the parish website olmcsunbury.com.  We will update 
parishioners when changes will occur and any actions will be in   
accordance to Victorian Government restrictions and the              
Archdiocese of  Melbourne. 
Sunday Mass is telecast live from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am on 
Channel 44. 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  The Parish Office will be closed during the COVID-19 
stage 4 restriction period. Parish staff are working from home and can 
respond to telephone calls or emails. For security reasons, the Parish  
Finance & Development Committee requests that any deliveries to the 
Parish Office be delayed until the restrictions are eased. 
 
WEB SITES OR APPS FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION SACRED 
SPACE - Daily Prayer Online, Irish Jesuit Fathers  
3minute retreats - Loyola Press  
bread4today - Redemptist Fathers 
 
CATHOLICCARE: During these challenging times, there is 
help available. Contact CatholicCare on  03 9287 5555 if 
you're experiencing financial  hardship, increased anxiety or 
depression, or you need a helping hand.  CatholicCare has 
trained counsellors available for individual counselling or family            
counselling.  
You don’t have to suffer in silence when there is help at the other end of 
the phone line.  
 
CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY:  “Youth engagement for 
global action” sounds like a mighty mission. Yet that is the theme that the 
UN has chosen for International Youth Day 2020.  
This is a day to celebrate the initiative, enterprise, energy and creativity of 
young people. It’s a day for young people to explore possibilities - at local, 
national and international levels. And it’s a time for the rest of us to      
explore how we can support them in doing so.  
The world community faces its greatest challenge in generations. Young 
people will be profoundly impacted by the health, economic and social 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. Yet they are often in the forefront of 
efforts to build connections, spread kindness and share their talents.  
How do they meet the challenges of Covid-19. Exercise, walks,            
connecting with family, study and hobbies such as baking, are helping 
them to keep motivated and active. They could see positive benefits of 
lockdown too. They enjoy more time together as a family, watching movies 
together on a Saturday night, exercising together and having fun times 
such as quizzes and fancy dress with friends over video chat apps.  
 
CARITAS NEWS: Deacon Jim Curtain, the Director for Caritas Australia 
for the last 3 years has announced his successor will be Romina          
Martiniello. Romina grew up in Sunbury, with her parents Elio and Maria 
still active parishioners in our community. We congratulate Romina and 
wish her all the very best with her new appointment. She will commence 
her new role on 31st August. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK:  
Tuesday 25 August    7.30pm    Sunbury Inter Church Council 
Thursday 27 August   7.00pm    Liturgy Team 

CARITAS APPEAL:  At the recent Zoom meeting of the  Parish 
Finance and the Development committee, it was decided that the 
parish should make a donation of $2000 to Caritas  Australia who 
are supporting Caritas Lebanon following the devastating         
explosion in Beirut. This amount is commensurate with the 
amount given by our generous parishioners in special collections 
we have in response to worldwide emergencies. 
Caritas is on the ground doing what it can to alleviate suffering by 
delivering emergency food and medical resources to the 300000 
homeless.  
 
SUNBURY CHURCHES PRAYER SERVICE: will be held this 
Sunday at 5pm. Please visit zoom.us with meeting number 9166 
8365 681 
 
PRAYER COMPANION WEEKEND AND RITE OF ELECTION 
FOR  CONFIRMATION: This weekend we welcome the     
Confirmation candidates and their families as they join us as part 
of their preparation to receive the  Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Each of the candidates will have received a pin in the shape of a 
dove which they will wear    during their time of preparation. The 
children will be asking our community to pray for them as they 
seek to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
CONNECTING #TOGETHER SUNBURY:   if your are over 65 
and feeling isolate or anxious during Covid-19 Sunbury           
Community Health is part of a network that can assist seniors in 
the local community. They can get you connected to local       
services and to help you keep your mental health on track. 
Would you like to receive phone calls to check on your wellbeing? 
Sunbury Community Health can also help you learn to see and 
talk to family members and friends via “Zoom” video technology. 
U3A Sunbury is offering a free digital literacy course, “Social    
Seniors” using a smartphone, I pad or tablet device (of your own, 
or on loan). The sessions are fee and you participate from your 
own home, guided by trained digital literacy mentors. This pro-
gram will also help you address any concerns about online      
privacy, safety and security. So, if you could use some practi-
cal help, emotional or  social support, call 9744 9269 Monday 
to Friday 8.30am-5pm. 
 
ST MAXIMILIAN KOLBE– LOVE WITHOUT LIMITS:  the 14 
August was the feast day of St Maximilian Kolbe. He died in 1941 
in the Auschwictz concentration camp during World War II. He 
was arrested in February 1941 by the Nazis and became prisoner 
#16670. During his time in the camp, he held services and some-
times gave away his rations. Maximilian Kolbe loved other people    
actively and practically in any way he could. This included his 
Nazi captors. He never showed anger or hatred for the SS, and 
showed no fear. He was serene in their presence, praying for 
them and loving them.   
When a prisoner escaped from Auschwitz in July 1941, 600    
prisoners were made to stand to attention all day in the heat. 
Then 10 men were randomly picked to suffer death by starvation.  
One of the prisoners begged for his life to be spared for the sake 
of his wife and children but he was ignored by his captors. 
From the back, Maximilian broke rank and spoke in fluent German 
to volunteer to take the mans place. He was taken with the other 
9 men to die a slow death. After 2 weeks of dehydration and    
starvation, Kolbe was the last of the group to die. 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.” John 15:13. These were the opening words of the papal 
decree introducing the beatification of St Maximilian Kolbe in 
1970. He was then canonised in 1982. He is the patron saint of 
families, prisoners, journalists, political prisoners, drug addicts 
and pro-life movement.  

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be  separated 
from You 


