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16 August 2020 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
First Reading:  1 Cor 15:20-26 

Psalm Response: Psalm 44:10-12 

The queen stands at your right hand,   
arrayed in gold. 

Gospel Acclamation:   
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Mary is taken up to heaven, and the    
angels of God shout for joy. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:  Luke 1:39-56  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Carmel CORKER  John FOGARTY 
Dale MAHER Mattie MCGUIRE  Fr Bernard 
O’BRIEN  Lucy PERKOVIC Trevor SALTER  
Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased:  Ron GILL Lawrence 
MCINTOSH Roland ROCHA Fr Michael 
WHEELER PE Ida WHELAN  
 
Anniversaries:  Betty LOCK Pat PRICE Pat 
SMITH Mara URBANIAK 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all children and vulnerable 

adults. 

A STRONG AND NOBLE WOMAN– THE MOTHER OF OUR CHURCH 
While the tomb of Christ has always been venerated in Jerusalem, there was never 
a grave or tomb of his Mother, Blessed Mary. From this fifth century there have been 
liturgical texts celebrating the Assumption of Mary body and soul into heaven. 
Today’s feast is another occasion giving us hope and comfort on our pilgrim way. 
 
Joy from Belief: Our gospel today has two sections– the first, the Visitation to     
Elizabeth, Mary’s elderly cousin and the second, Mary’s song of praise, often       
identified by the Latin word “Magnificat”- meaning “Magnifies”- “My soul magnifies 
the Lord”. 
The verses prior to our gospel (Luke 1:39), God has acted in the lives of Elizabeth 
and Mary. Elizabeth in her old age is pregnant with her son, who will be named John 
the Baptist. Mary has been filled with the Holy Spirit becoming a virgin mother      
expecting her son, to be named Jesus. The scene depicts the shared joy of the two 
pregnant women meeting each other with respect for each other. 
 
Evening Prayer of Praise: In the evening prayer of the Church, Vespers, 
the Magnificat is prayed every day. Mary draws on the Jewish scriptures, especially 
the song of Hannah. Mary points away from herself to God who has done it all. Mary 
humbly calls herself “his lowly handmaid.” All honour to her is really to God, her    
saviour. Mary sees herself at the end of a long history of God’s presence among his 
people “crushing the mighty and raising the lowly.” 
Later during his ministry, Jesus praises his mother when a woman cried out “Blessed 
the womb that bore you. “ Jesus replies, “Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and obey it.” (Luke 11:27). Rather than the physical aspects of his 
mother, Jesus focuses on the spiritual. Mary is the perfect disciple who shows the 
way to other disciples. 
 
New Life to Women: Elizabeth would have keenly felt the social and cultural 
shame of not being able to bear children. Where no life was thought possible, God 
has created life. There are five examples in Luke’s gospel where women are given 
new hope and new life by the extravagant love of God– the widow of Nain (7:11); the 
sinful woman who washed Jesus’ feet (7:36); the woman with a haemorrhage (8:43); 
Jaizus’ daughter (8:40) and the crippled woman (13:10). 
If in the risen Lord we see a male human person arrived at the fullness of human 
existence as entered by God, in Mary assumed into heaven we see female humanity 
arrived at that same fullness. In the creation account in the Book of Genesis, “male 
and female God create them” (Genesis 1:2), so in the Resurrection, female and male 
are raised to eternal life. 
 
Mary of Nazareth– Strong and Noble: Mary of Nazareth gives us an example 
of a strong and noble woman. Mary is not meek and mild, nor passive. Of the ten 
events of Mary’s life recorded in the gospels, three events show her strength and 
character. At the Annunciation, she challenges the angle Gabriel who is asking her 
to be the mother of the Messiah: “How can this come about, since I am a              
virgin?” (Luke 1:34). Twelve years later Mary finding the lost Jesus in the temple 
says to him, “Why have you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have 
been looking for you.” (Luke 2:48). Later, her strength was obvious as she stood at 
the foot of the Cross as her son was dying (John 19:25). 
 
 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



SUNDAY MASSES:  Masses will be recorded and available on line 
each week via the parish website olmcsunbury.com.  We will update 
parishioners when changes will occur and any actions will be in   
accordance to Victorian Government restrictions and the              
Archdiocese of  Melbourne. 
Sunday Mass is telecast live from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am on 
Channel 44. 
 
MASS DISPENSATION:  during this time of Covid 19, the Australian 
Catholic Bishops have dispensed all Catholics from the obligation to take 
part in Sunday Masses.  
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  with Stage 4 restrictions now in place the  
Parish office is now closed with staff working from home. Phone calls  and 
emails are still being attended so please call or email if you need          
assistance during these challenging times. 
 
CATHOLICCARE: During these challenging times, 
there is help available. Contact CatholicCare on    
03 9287 5555 if you're experiencing financial          
hardship, increased anxiety or depression, or you 
need a helping hand.  CatholicCare has trained 
counsellors available for individual counselling or 
family counselling.  
You don’t have to suffer in silence when there is 
help at the other end of the phone line.  
 

The End of Second World War: occurred on today’s feast 
day in 1945. The two World Wars were occasions where tens 
of millions were killed, their bodies torn apart in trench warfare, 
concentration camps and by nuclear bombs. 
Some scholars think that as a reaction, the Church wanted to 
teach that the bodies of human beings are made for          
transfiguration; we are bodysouls. Our bodies are sacred. So 
in 1950, Pope Pius XII solemnly taught Mary was taken to 
heaven soul and body. 
 
Mary’s Assumption and Us:  Today’s feast recognises 
that God has done great things to his lowly handmaid. Her 
Assumption expresses hope that God will continue to do great 
things for the rest of humanity. Because of Mary’s generous 
and never-failing trust in God, she is  taken to be with him  
forever. Her Assumption is the beginning and the pattern of the 
Church in it’s perfection. It is a sign of hope and comfort for us 
on our pilgrim way. 

….. Kevin McIntosh 

 

Our Prayerful Sympathy: we offer to the family of Roland 
Rocha aged 74 years who entered eternal life last Sunday 
after several years of serious ill-health. Born in Bombay,      
Roland became a graphic designer in the advertising industry. 
In 1985, Roland came to our parish where he was an active 
parishioner. He was secretary of the Regional and Sunbury 
Conferences of St Vincent de Paul Society. He visited the 
homes of the needy. He found friendship in the Knights of the 
Southern Cross and in Vinnies. His Funeral Mass will be    
celebrated this week. 
 
Meeting of Community Groups: Last Tuesday, Josh Bull 
MLA invited 18 citizens representing groups and Churches to a 
meeting to share our experiences under Covid-19. Many of the 
groups, like our parish are contacting lonely people and doing 
a great job. 
 
Meetings This Week: 
Tuesday 18 August 7pm Parish Finance Committee 
Wed 19 August  7pm Child Safe Committee 
Thursday 20 August 10.30am Parish Council Develop.  
 
Fr Mick Wheeler PE: entered eternal life last Tuesday 
aged 82 years. After leaving Christian Brothers College, East 
Melbourne, he worked for customs. Then he became a full 
time worker for Y.C.W. founded by Cardinal Cardijn. In 1971, 
Mick was the 621st priest to be ordained from Corpus Christi 
College, Melbourne since 1929. He was given several parish 
appointments including the chaplain at the Repatriation       
Hospital, Heidelberg. In 1986, he was appointed parish priest 
of the newly established parish at Wheeler’s Hill until retiring in 
2016. 
 
The Homeless and Sunbury Winter Shelter (SWS): During 
the pandemic, SWS has continued to offer food, toiletries,     
bedding, swags, tents to ensure the immediate care of those in 
need. St Mary’s Parish has offered  bags of toiletries.  
Vincentcare offers accommodation to our rough sleepers. 
Now, Vincentcare has allocated an Assessor to Sunbury.       
14 homeless persons in Sunbury so far have been given          
accommodation. 
 
 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be  separated 
from You 

Take Fresh Courage! 
 

Last week in our Parish Bulletin Fr Kevin             
reminded us of our own Australian Saint–                     
Mary  MacKillop (1842-1909). 
 
Her faith and love is a model for us and these 
times of crisis and uncertainty,, she offers a sign of 
hope. 
 
In 1890, she wrote to her Sisters of St Joseph,  
“Have courage and patience and God will help 
you in all things.” 
 
As Parishioners, let us pray through St Mary’s    
intercession, 
 
God of Love, 
You have given us Saint Mary of the Cross to be 
an inspiration for the people of our time.            
We praise you for your goodness revealed 
through Mary in here constant struggle to bring 
life and hope to your people. 
May we try each day to do the same. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord 
Amen 


