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26 July 2020 
17th Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:      1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Psalm Response: Psalm 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130 

Lord, I love your commands 
Second Reading:  Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel Acclamation:   
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth; you have revealed to little ones 

the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:  Matthew 13:44-52  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Carmel CORKER  Dale MAHER  Fr 
Bernard O’BRIEN  Lucy PERKOVIC Trevor 
SALTER  Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased: Joy ARCHER Sr Cathy 
DEAN RSJ John KILKENNY 
 
Anniversaries:  Maria AIOSSA Austin & 
Leonie D’MONTE Terence FARIA  Carlton 
JOHNSON 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the 
Safety,  Wellbeing And Dignity 
of all children and vulnerable 

adults. 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD—THE GREATEST GIFT 
In Jesus’ time on earth when there were no banks or secure storages, it was a com-
mon practice to bury valuables in a field, especially  if there was a threat of invasion. 
In 1938, Jews escaping the Nazis hid their diamonds in the mortar of their homes. 
After the war, some of them returned to find their riches. 
This Sunday, we conclude our reading of  Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter 13 which is full 
of parables about the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus says the Kingdom of God is like a 
rich pearl or treasure; but the Kingdom is not the same as anything in this world. 
Nothing matches the richness of the Kingdom. The most reassured things of this 
world pale into insignificance before the  Kingdom of heaven. 
 
LIVES TRANSFORMED: 
Finding the treasure in the field and the pearl of great value both the poor workman 
and the rich merchant sell all they have to obtain their treasure. Have found the 
treasure of the Kingdom of heaven, the disciples are to give all they have in following 
Christ. Having had brief glimpses of the Kingdom of God, Christians have been sus-
tained for 2000 years. In this past Frances if Assisi left his rich family, and became 
an apostle to the poor. In our time, Sr Cathy Dean RSJ raised in Bairnsdale, a Reli-
gious Sister, a friend of Sr Jose who entered eternal life last Thursday aged 61 
years, left the comfort of Australia and was a missionary in Peru. I know Marist 
Brothers from Australia who served in Timor Leste, one of the poorest countries in 
the world. We have seen health workers risking their lives to save the sick. 
 
PARISH AT THE SERVICE OF EVANGELISATION: 
The Vatican on 20 July 2020, released a new document to help guide the reform of 
parish communities entitled “The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish community in the 
service of the evangelising mission of the Church”. A summary of the document of 
11 chapters has been published by Vatican News—https://vaticannews.vatican-city/
news 2020-07…..  The document aims to encourage the co-responsibility of all the 
baptised and to promote pastoral care based on closeness and co-operation be-
tween parishes. 
 
THE PARISH: “A HOUSE AMONG HOUSES”: 
A permanent sign of the Risen One in the midst of His people, The missionary na-
ture of the parish is fundamental for evangelisation. Globalisation and the digital 
world have altered the territory of the parish. The parish is to be flexible to respond 
to the demands  of our times. 
 
MISSIONARY RENEWAL: 
Steering clear of self-referentiality and rigidness the parish is to focus on pastoral 
conversion based on the proclamation of the Word of God, the sacramental life and 
the witness of charity. “A culture of encounter” will promote dialogue, solidarity and 
openness to all. Every baptised person must be an active protagonist in evangelisa-
tion. Therefore, interior renewal is essential to carry out a missionary reform of pas-
toral care. These processes of change must be flexible and gradual, in the real life of 
a community.  
 
PARISH PRIEST: ‘PASTOR’ OF THE COMMUNITY: 
He is at the service of the parish, and not the other way around. His role “involves 
the full care of souls”. He is the administrator responsible for parish property and is 
the juridical representative of the parish. 
        P.T.O 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith, 
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN IN OUR PARISH:  our parish is committed 
to ensuring the safety of every child and vulnerable adult in our communi-
ty. It is our duty to ensure if something is not right, that we act to protect 
the vulnerable. We are working toward ensuring a culture of awareness of 
safety is across all parish volunteers. Our Parish Workshops have had to 
be postponed due to Covid-19, however we are working on ways of deliv-
ering this to all volunteers via digital media in the future. We will keep you 
posted on this. 
Please continue to pray for the victims of abuse, that they will be saved 
from their situation and will be able to live full and fruitful lives. Organisa-
tions such as CatholicCare are available to assist families and individuals 
suffering the effects of abuse with their counselling.   
 
SUNDAY AND WEEKDAY MASSES:  Due to Stage 3 restrictions in 
Hume, we cannot celebrate Masses in our Churches for the next 4 
weeks at least.  Masses will be recorded and available on line each 
week via the parish website olmcsunbury.com.  We will update pa-
rishioners when changes will occur and any actions will be in ac-
cordance to     Victorian Government restrictions and the  Archdio-
cese of  Melbourne. 
Sunday Mass is telecast live from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am on 
Channel 44. 
 
MASS DISPENSATION:  during this time of Covid 19, the Australian 
Catholic Bishops have dispensed all Catholics from the obligation to take 
part in Sunday Masses.  
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  due to Covid-19 the Parish Office operating 
hours are temporarily changed to Tues, Wed, Friday 9am-5pm (closed 
lunch time    1-2pm). The office is not open for face-to-face contact for 
safety of all staff and public. Please make all enquiries via telephone 
9744 1060 or email sunbury@cam.org.au. To drop anything to the office, 
please use the locked box near the front door of the parish office. Staff are 
still checking messages, email's and letter boxes. Thank you for your  
understanding. 
 
FAITH IMPORTANT IN LOCKDOWN:  Paul Farmer is the Chief Execu-
tive of the British Mental health charity, Mind, established in 1970. He said 
in May, “Livestreaming Mases is reassuring people, and that is very im-
portant at a time like this. Faith is keeping a lot of people going; it’s part of 
our mental health toolbox and the Church hopping online is very impres-
sive.” Paul Farmer’s mental health tips for lockdown: 
Sleep well 
Eat well 
Exercise well 
Meditate and pray well 
Identify someone you trust who you can talk to –really  talk to 
Improve your listening skills 
Avoid social media and too much news 
Take up or revive a pastime or hobby. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tues 28 July 1.30pm   Holy Trinity School Building  Committee 
         7.00pm   Parish Child Safety Committee 
Thurs 30 July  8.00pm   Making Parish Missionary Evangelisation Office 
 

GENEROUS COMMITMENT OF LAITY: 
Lay faithful participate in the evangelising action of the Church. 
They are called upon to make a “generous commitment” 
through the general witness of their daily lives, lived in con-
formity with the Gospel, while placing themselves at the ser-
vice of the parish community. 
 
BODIES OF ECCLESIAL CO-RESPONSIBILITY: 
The Parish Finance Council is a consultative body presided 
over by the pastor. The administration of a parish’s goods is 
“an important area of evangelisation and evangelical witness, 
both in the Church and in civil society”. All goods belong to the 
parish and not to the parish priest. The Finance Council is to 
“foster a culture of co-responsibility, of administrative transpar-
ency and of service to the needs of the Church.” The Parish 
Pastoral Council is consultative and “highly recommended”. 
The Pastoral Council highlights the centrality of the People of 
God as the subject and active protagonist of the evangelising 
mission “as all the faithful have the Gifts of the Spirit through 
Baptism and Confirmation”. The council is to offer practical 
proposals for parish initiatives in harmony with diocesan objec-
tives. 
    …… Kevin McIntosh 
 
SUNBURY WINTER SHELTER – Well here we are half way 
through this very different and sometimes challenging winter.  
Amazingly, we have still been able to assist our homeless 
friends in our community.  To date we have assisted eight 
friends in need (three females and five males), although it is 
not in the same manner as last winter it is pleasing to still be in 
a position of     offering: food, clothing, bedding, pastoral care 
and being able to refer those who have wished to be connect-
ed to VincentCare who have access to government funding to 
offer accommodation    during these COVID19 times. 
Our community is still shining through helping with whatever 
we need.  Currently we are negotiating to have the use of a 
shower van for the homeless to access and Bunnings has 
kindly offered to supply our needs to operate the van. Negotia-
tions are continuing but hopefully we will have the van soon.  
It is through local agencies and caring community members    
notifying us that we have been able to assist those eight rough 
sleepers so please do not hesitate to ring the Shelter on          
0497 216 118, if you notice anyone you feel may benefit from a 
chat with a couple of our team members. 
If you volunteered last winter and would like to become a 
member of Sunbury Winter Shelter Inc. then a membership 
application is available on our website 
www.sunburywintershelter.org.au  Go to Get Involved, Mem-
bership and download the membership form. 
Hopefully we will be back in a position to offer warm meals,    
cheerful fellowship and accommodation in 2021.  We are         
continually reinforced by Matthew 25:35-40. 
God Blessings to all for a safe and healthy winter.   Chris -
Sunbury Winter Shelter Co-Ordinator 
 
VINNIES COVID-19 WINTER APPEAL.:  Thank you in ad-
vance for your support of the Winter Appeal. Now more than 
ever, the funds raised during this appeal are critical in ensuring 
that Vinnies can continue to do our Good Works and be there 
for people when they need us most. This year we ask all dona-
tions to be given via phoning 13 18 12  OR Online vin-
nies.org .au all donations are tax deductible. 
Thanking you for your support. 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I  desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart … I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be  separated 
from You 


