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31 May 2020 
Pentecost Sunday 

First Reading:      Acts 2:1-11 
Psalm Response: Psalm 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the 

face of the earth. 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 
Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 
love. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:   John 20:19-23 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Monica ALLEN Dale MAHER    Lucy 
PERKOVIC    Trevor SALTER  Veronica  
Carmel TRENTO Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Fr Frank MORRISEY 
OMI  Rose PULIS  
 

Anniversaries: Irene HAMILTON Craig 
MCDONALD Nellie TYQUIN 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Parish is committed to the     

Safety, Wellbeing And Dignity of all 
children and vulnerable adults. 

EMPOWERED AND SENT FORTH 
Today’s feast again reminds us of the Jewish roots of our religion. The Jews had three 
major feasts, one being at Pentecost, fifty days after the Passover Feast. On each of these 
three feasts, they would come on pilgrimage to the Temple for worship. As Pentecost, the 
Feast of thanks for the spring harvest, the first fruits, was the focus of their worship. 
Writing about fifty years after the event, St Luke places the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost using the term of St Paul we are the first fruits of the resurrection. 
 

UNIVERSALITY OF THE MISSION: In the Book of Genesis (11:1-9), a sign of the sinful-
ness and disunity was the many languages at the Tower of Babel with people not under-
standing each other. At Pentecost, the people from many parts of the world heard the 
teaching of the apostles in their own language– a sign of the universal mission of the 
church. Two thousand years later, the Church is trying to reach all people, especially those 
on the ‘peripheries’ as Pope Francis teaches us. 
Our first reading today follows the biblical tradition of the presence of God being manifest-
ed in the sound of a mighty wind and of fire– a pillar of fire led the people escaping the 
slavery of Egypt. 
 

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE FOR OTHERS: St Paul in our second reading instructs us 
that each member of the church has been given at baptism a distinct gift of the Spirit, in-
cluding the gift of assisting poor, the gift of leadership and gift of teaching. These gifts are 
for the building up of the community rather than simply the individual. 
For Luke, the gift of the Spirit is the First Fruit of the Risen Christ. 
During this Covid-19 Pandemic, we have been powerfully reminded how one person can 
affect others. We have seen wonderful examples of community care and solidarity. A 
nurse in England working in a hospital was asked, “Why do you put yourself at risk?” She 
replied, “I am a nurse– this is what I do.” 
 

THE SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT IN OUR LIVES: When we stand on the platform at Parlia-
ment Station, the first sense we have of the approaching train is the wind as the train 
pushes the air in front of it before we hear or see the train. 
This is like our experience of the Spirit. In both Hebrew and Greek, the word for spirit is the 
same as ‘wind’ or ‘breath’. Like the wind, we do not see or hear the Spirit, be we experi-
ence its effects: 
· The urge to respond to an issue of justice 
· The move to compassion at the sight of suffering 
· The ongoing, subtle sense of God’s presence in our lives 
· The ability to discern what is right from what is wrong 
These are the signs of the Spirit in our lives– prompting, encouraging and empowering us 
to live Jesus’ vision of the reign of God. 
 

A NEW PENTECOST: When Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-65), he intended that the Council would bring about the renewal of the church. He 
spoke of opening the windows to allow the Spirit to breathe new life into the church. His 
prayer was, “O Holy Spirit, renew your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost.” 
Let us pray for continuous Pentecosts in our midst and in the universal Church. We may 
do so in the words of the ancient prayer: “Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they will be created 
and you will renew the face of the world.”   …. Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 

Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love 
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart … I        
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never     
permit me to be separated from You 



NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2020: Our theme for #NRW2020 –
   In this together – is now resonating in ways we could not have foreseen 
when we announced it last year, but it reminds us whether in a crisis or in          
reconciliation we are all in this together. 
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families,      
communities, organisations and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this 
journey are relationships between the broader Australian community and   
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our 
part we collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories,  cultures, and futures. 
Twenty years ago, in a monumental display of support for reconciliation, 
around 250,000 Australians walked across the Sydney Harbour Bridge. The 
People’s Walk for Reconciliation, (as the bridge walk was titled) had a      
profound impact on those who participated, and a roll-on effect around the 
country. 
By the end of the year 2000, the walks for reconciliation held right across the 
country became the largest display of public support for a single cause in 
Australian history.  
Australia celebrates NRW from 27 May to 3 June every year. These dates 
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey – the 
1967 Referendum acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander      
peoples, and the High Court Mabo decision, respectively. NRW is preceded 
by National Sorry Day on 26 May.  
 
THANK YOU:   Thank you to all our generous Parishioners who are          
telephoning many of our Parish community and those who have offered to 
shop for the housebound. 
 

PRAYING THE ROSARY:  A group of our parishioners recite the rosary    
between Monday to Thursday’s from 6pm via Zoom app.  
If any parishioners are interested please send a message to Garnet Jacob on 
0411286428 and he will include you in the group. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  due to Covid-19 the Parish Office operating hours 
are temporarily changed to Tues, Wed, Friday 9am-5pm (closed lunch time 1-
2pm). The office is not open for face-to-face contact for safety of all staff 
and public. Please make all enquiries via telephone 9744 1060 or email                      
sunbury@cam.org.au. To drop anything to the office, please use the locked 
box near the front door of the parish office. Staff are still checking messages, 
email's and letter boxes. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish Newsletter will 
be available outside St Anne’s church over each weekend and during the 
week. Please use gloves when opening the box for the protection of all. 
Please pick one up for your family and a neighbour who may require one in 
their   letterbox. Thank you.  
 
PARISH FINANCE:  a letter of thanks has been sent to all parishioners who 
are financially supporting our parish during the Covid-19 Pandemic. For     
anyone wishing to make any changes to their current level of support, please 
complete the form in the letter and return it to the parish office at your earliest                
convenience. 
We are very grateful for all who are still able to support the parish financially. 

REOPENING ST ANNE’S FOR MASS:  With the new govern-
ment regulations from June 1st allowing 20 participants at each 
Mass, phone bookings will be received from Monday morning for 
three Masses this week. As the office is closed please leave a 
clear message which will record the time of the call and booking. 
Parishioners are invited to celebrate ONE Mass only this week. 
The Masses will be celebrated on Wednesday June 3 at 9.30am, 
Wednesday June 3 at 4.40pm and Friday June 5 at 9.30pm 
this coming week. 
As the Mass at 4.40pm will be a recorded, all participants must be 
agreeable to having the possibility of their image on the Web site.   
The first 60 calls will be taken and confirmed with the callers. 
Please nominate your preferred Mass time. Details of names and 
contact numbers will be stored carefully for the Health Dept. 
Strict directives from the Victorian Health Dept. and Melbourne       
Archdiocese will be adhered to. 
New directives each week will alter the opportunities we have to 
worship. Thank you for your patience. 
 
NATIONAL PALLIATIVE CARE WEEK:  The World Health     
Organisation (WHO) defines palliative care as “an approach that 
improves the quality of life of patients  and their families facing life
-threatening illness, through prevention and relief of suffering by 
early identification and treatment of pain and other problems, 
physical, psychosocial and spiritual.” 
Palliative care can benefit a person from the initial diagnosis of 
their life-limiting condition. More information via website           
palliativecare.org.au 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: began in 1968 in 
Australia following the practice in Europe. The two main          
promoters were friends: Rev Davis McCaughey, a Presbyterian 
Biblical Scholar and Rev Tony Cleary, Catholic Parish Priest. Both 
men were born in Ireland– Davis in Northern Ireland and Tony in 
the Republic of Ireland. Dr McCaughey later was the main      
architect forming the Uniting Church of Australia in 1977 and later 
served as the Governor of Victoria (1986-1992). Father Tony was 
parish priest of East Preston from 1952. 
Last Tuesday, eight ministers of the eight Christian Churches in 
Sunbury prayed together on Zoom for Christian Unity. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK– ONLINE 
Tuesday 2 June 12.30pm Sunbury Church Ministers 
  3.00pm Parish Finance Committee 
  5.00pm Salesian College Council 
 
SUFFERING DURING COVID-19: Isolation and anxiety at this 
time has aggravated domestic violence (up 300% according to 
some police), depression, gambling, drugs and alcohol. There is 
help available. Phone Lifeline 13 11 14 (24/7), or Beyond Blue Ph 
1300 22 46 36. 

 
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK: was 
recognised last week with the theme 
“Changing Communities. Changing 
Lives.” This is so very true in our      
community. Our Parish is very blessed 
to have over 250 active volunteers who 
help amongst the many and varied   

ministries. Especially during these times of the Pandemic, we truly 
thank each volunteer for all they do to make a difference in our 
community and make our world a better place.   
 
2021 ENROLMENTS:  So far, there are 160 students enrolled in 
Prep at our three Parish Schools. Parents are advised there are 
still a few vacancies so please contact the schools by telephone or 
by email. 


