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10 May 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading:      Acts 6:1-7 
Psalm Response: Psalm 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we 
place our trust in you. 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9  
Gospel Acclamation:  John 14: 6 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says 

the Lord; no one comes to the Father, 
except through me. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:   John 14:1-12 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Ruby KECHAYAS Dale MAHER    
Margaret MCCONVILLE  Lucy PERKOVIC 
Hubert ROZARIO Christine RUSH Trevor 
SALTER Veronica SEQUEIRA  Danny 
SMITH Chris TELFER Carmel TRENTO Ren 
WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased:  Bernard CASTLES 
Harrie JANSEN 
 

Anniversaries:  John FALZON Kath & John 
KILEY Sue LOCK      
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish is committed to the     
Safety, Wellbeing And Dignity of all 

children and vulnerable adults. 

MUTUAL INDWELLING PRESNCE OF GOD AND THE BELIEVER 
Before Jesus’ time, believers regarded the Temple as a special place where God dwelled. 
They went there to pray and to learn about God. In the gospels, Jesus is called the new 
Temple. 
 
MOTHERS DAY: On this Mother’s Day, we reflect how we dwelled within our mothers 
from our conception to our birth. Mothers were our temples, our dwelling places. While we 
are not now physically within our mothers, they remain dwelling in our hearts in gratitude 
for all they gave us. 
 
GOD CAN BE AT HOME WITH US AND WE CAN DWELL IN GOD: In Chapter 
One of John’s gospel, we read, “The Word was made flesh and pitched his tent among 
us.” (John 1:4 literal Greek translation). God took on our human nature. 
At the Last Supper, Jesus said, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them and we (Father and Christ) will come to them and make our home with 
them” (John 14:23). 
We become a dwelling place of God. Jesus also said: “In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling-places.” (John 14:2) 
Right now we are living temples in whom God dwells and we are members of God’s 
household. We now make up the community, the household of God. 
We don’t have to wait until after death. Jesus gives us his encouraging words: “I am the 
Way”. Through him, we have become God’s children and members of God’s household. 
The many dwelling places refer to the separate instances of God’s indwelling in the heart 
of each and every believer. An ancient saying, “God became human, so that humans 
might become divine.” 
 
HOMES TODAY:   A home is to be a place where there is the giving of love, comfort and 
security. Today, 70% of the world’s people have substandard housing. In the recent televi-
sion series “Around the Mediterranean” on SBSTV, Simon Reeve revealed the large differ-
ence between the homes of the rich and poor in the countries of the Mediterranean, also 
the millions displaced as refugees. 
In Victoria, there is a need for more social housing. 
 
SAINT CORONA: during past plagues, Christians have prayed to certain saints. Saint 
Rosalia of Sicily (1130-1166) and St Roch, French born (1295-1327) are well known. How-
ever, there is another saint, Corona. When the Roman Soldier, Victor, born 80kms north 
west of Venice in the town of Feltre, in the third century was discovered to be a Christian, 
he was horribly tortured by his old comrades. 
Moved by his calmness in his suffering, Corona a 16 year old girl comforted and encour-
aged Victor. Afterwards, she was martyred too. In the 12th century, a Church was dedicat-
ed to Saints Corona and Victor in Feltre. 
St Corona may we share in your faithfulness, compassion and courage. Her feast day is 
14 May. St Corona, pray for us. 
 
200 YEARS SINCE ARRIVAL OF AUSTRLIA’S FIRST PRIESTS: On 3 May 1820, the 
priests, Fr John Therry and Fr Philip Conolly from Cork, Ireland arrived in Sydney on a 
ship carrying 100 convicts. They were the first priests authorised by both Church and State 
to celebrate Mass in Australia. Previously public Masses were forbidden. 
In 1821, Fr Conolly was sent to Tasmania, leaving Fr Therry the only priest on the main-
land of Australia  for five years serving for 44 years even in remote areas on horseback. 
He built Sydney’s first church. He also had a great commitment to social justice, pleading 
with Governor Darling to ensure that the Aborigines could access education and a good 
standard of accommodation.    
 

PTO ….Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish Newsletter will 
be available outside St Anne’s church over each weekend and during the 
week. Please use gloves when      opening the box for the protection of 
all. Please pick one up for your family and a neighbour who may require one 
in their   letterbox. Thank you.  
 

SUNBURY LIBRARY: has launched a great community service especially for 
people in isolation during COVID-19. They will    deliver books to your home 
(sorry not pick up once they are read). They will deliver 5-20 books to your 
home. Will deliver once per month any books requested. Get your list of fa-
vourite authors or favourite titles ready and call 9356 6970 to get started. This 
is a FREE service. Delivery in Hume area only. 
 

PRAYING THE ROSARY:  A group of our parishioners recite the rosary be-
tween Monday to Thursday’s from 6pm via Zoom app.  
If any parishioners are interested please send a message to Garnet Jacob on 
0411286428 and he will include you in the group. 
 
SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are        currently en-
deavouring to increase our supply of basic pantry items to ensure we are 
covered for any contingency that may arise due to the  escalating impact of 
COVID-19. We are looking for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce,  
Baked beans,  Soups,  Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags 
(small), Coffee (small) 
A donation bin is outside the Macedon St property from 10am to 2pm. Or 
donations can be taken at the Parish Office. 
 

MOTHERS DAY:  Our parish community would like to acknowledge and 
thank all the mother’s within our parish. 
This year, we celebrate Mother’s Day differently– with social distancing and 
restrictions on travel.  
There is a book that I love to read. It is called “The Giving Tree”. It is an Amer-
ican children's picture book written and illustrated by Shel Silverstein. First 
published in 1964 by Harper & Row. If you have had the chance to read this 
short picture story book, it is about a young boy who  is loved by a tree.  
The tree watches the boy grow from a playful young boy who’s life revolves 
around the tree– climbing her trunk, eating her apples, sleeping in her shade. 
Then as the boy grows up and leaves to live his life, he returns to the tree– to 
her delight– and he asks something of her each time. Her apples to make 
money– her branches to build a home– her trunk to build a boat and finally 
her stump to sit and rest. Each time the boy takes more and more, and each 
time the tree is happy to give.  
I chose this book and its poignant tale as it has always resonated how the 
tree resembles my Mum– and I hope your Mum. 
Mum always gives– even if we didn’t ask for anything. She gave us life; food; 
shelter; nurturing; education; life skills; everything she could- but above all 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE.  
The Giving Tree gave her all. She had nothing left to give. But what she had– 
she gave freely to the Boy. Without asking for anything in return– just his hap-
piness was enough for her.  
I believe mother’s feel like this– they just want their children to be happy and 
that in return, brings them happiness. 
In conclusion, I saw this little gem on Facebook and will share it with you: 
“I don’t want my children to follow in my footsteps. I want them to take the 
path next to me and go further than I could have ever dreamed possible.”  

...Jo Spiteri 
Happy Mothers Day & Thank you 

ARCHBISHOP PETER’S RESPONSE TO ROYAL COMMISSION:   
His statement includes another apology for the failure of the Mel-
bourne Archdiocese to care responsibly for our young people and 
vulnerable adults. While the Commission has been very painful it 
has been a critical catalyst for necessary change. Rigorous proce-
dures and practices to ensure the safety of young people are now 
in place. Child safety requires a life-long vigilance. The full state-
ment is available on the Archdiocesan website– cam.org.au 
 

CHURCH OFFERS FEE RELIEF FOR CATHOLIC STUDENTS:  
the Church in Australia will waive school fees for struggling fami-
lies. In Australia, Catholic schools educate more than 764000 stu-
dents– one in five Australian students in 1746 schools. Parents are 
encouraged to discuss their situation with the Principals of their 
school. 
 

OUR SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2021: Our three Parish Schools 
are now receiving applications for next year. Interviews of children 
and parents are now being held online. Tours of the schools can be 
booked through the school offices. Salesian College has notified 
the successful students for 2021 already and there is a waiting list. 
 

CHILDREN’S RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS:  Our school 
teachers are continuing to prepare our children to receive the Sac-
raments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation, though the 
dates of the celebrations are as yet unknown. However, our chil-
dren will not miss out. 
 

THANK YOU:   Thank you to all our generous Parishioners who 
are telephoning many of our Parish community and those who 
have offered to shop for the housebound. 
 

CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops 
our Parish Masses have been suspended until further notice. 
During this time, more so than ever, we must  remain connected 
as a community. 
We have established a list of volunteers who are able to call our 
regular Mass goers to check in on them. More are welcome. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to 
shop, please let us know if you are able to pick up some         
shopping occasionally for someone in need. If you can spare an 
hour or so a week please contact the Parish Office 9744 1060 If 
you have any questions or worries please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Parish Office  
 

5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  some practical information can be found on our 
parish website to help you keep sane & safe during Coronavirus 
pandemic. Consider the following points: 
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic 
will end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your      
anxiety and presence of uncertainty. 
 

CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FAITH REFLECTION: 
www.cam.org.au 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
www.salesians.org.au/info/audiodivina 
www.cam.org.au/Summit 
cathnews-prayer resources  
Prayer and reflection App. – De La Daily 
Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy       
Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment    
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart … I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You 


