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3 May 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading:      Acts 2:14, 36-41 
Psalm Response: Psalm 22:1-6 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is       
nothing I shall want. 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:20-25  
Gospel Acclamation:  John 10:14 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I 

know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:   John 10:1-10 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Frank HEENAN Ruby KECHAYAS 
Dale MAHER Margaret MCCONVILLE     Bill 
O’MAHONEY Lucy PERKOVIC Hubert 
ROZARIO Christine RUSH Trevor SALTER 
Veronica SEQUEIRA  Danny SMITH Chris 
TELFER Carmel TRENTO Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased:  Patrick HOLIAN Irene 
POWELL 
 

Anniversaries:       Petrus ARIANS  Joe 
MIZZI  Dennis WALLACE 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
In Australia, we are used to seeing flocks of hundreds , even thousands of sheep on a 
farm. We train dogs to herd sheep, while the farmer rides around the flock on his motor-
bike. 
In Jesus’ time and even today in Judea, a Bedouin boy or old man can be seen leading a 
small flock of three to ten sheep searching for the scarce grass for the sheep. The shep-
herd leads from the front with the sheep following the sound of his voice. 
This is the image Jesus used in his teaching of the Good Shepherd– an image of intimacy 
not seen on our farms. 
 Our understanding of the image of the shepherd that is set in today’s gospel is 
very dependent upon a contextual understanding of the times of Jesus. Whilst shepherds 
were generally regarded as being little better than criminals, they often put their lives in 
danger to tend to their flocks. Of a night time, several flocks of sheep would be penned in 
a communal sheepfold, usually made of stone walls. There was only one entrance to the 
sheepfold and one of the shepherds would effectively become the gate by sleeping across 
the entranceway. This was to keep the sheep in but also to guard against thieves. Thieves 
might climb over the wall into the sheepfold but the sheep were trained to respond to their 
shepherd’s voice alone so thieves could only steal what sheep they could carry off or 
those that were not sufficiently trained to their shepherd’s commands. 
 When Jesus described himself as the gate of the sheepfold, his audience would 
have immediately understood the analogy. For a shepherd to become the gate to the 
sheepfold of a night was to risk his life for not only his own sheep but all the sheep in the 
fold overnight. It took courage and demonstrated utter commitment. 
 
POPE COMPOSES PRAYERS FOR END OF PANDEMIC:   “Contemplating the 
face of Christ with the heart of Mary, our mother, will make us even more united as a spir-
itual family and will help us overcome this time of trial.”  the Pope said in a letter ad-
dressed to all Catholics and released by the Vatican on 25 April. 
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Mary and many Catholics already are in the 
habit of praying the Rosary at home during the month, he noted. “The restrictions of the 
pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this ‘family’ aspect, also from a 
spiritual point of view.” 
“You can decide according to your own situations” whether to pray individually or in 
groups, he said, noting that “it is easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers 
to follow.” 
Pope Francis wrote two prayers to Mary that can be recited at the end of the Rosary, pray-
ers he said he would be reciting “in spiritual union with all of you.” 
 
FREE ONLINE CONCERT FOR PROJECT COMPASSION: The Australian singer 
and songwriter Gary Pinto will lead this concert with Diesel and Carmen Smith and other 
big names next Saturday 9th May. The concert is an opportunity to reach out and support 
the most vulnerable in our world at this time of fear. Full details on the concert and guest 
artists at caritas.org.au/loungeroomsessions. Register at livemusic2u.com/
loungroomsessions 
 
OUR SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2021: Our three Parish Schools are now receiving applica-
tions for next year. Interviews of children and parents are now being held online. Tours of 
the schools can be booked through the school offices. Salesian College has notified the 
successful students for 2021 already and there is a waiting list. 
 
CHILDREN’S RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS:  Our school teachers are continuing 
to prepare our children to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confir-
mation, though the dates of the celebrations are as yet unknown. However, our children 
will not miss out. 

…..Kevin McIntosh 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



PRAYING THE ROSARY:  A group of our parishioners recite the rosary be-
tween Monday to Thursday’s from 6pm via Zoom app.  
If any parishioners are interested please send a message to Garnet Jacob on 
0411286428 and he will include you in the group. 
 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION MELBOURNE’S CREATIVE ARTS EXHIBITION 
has gone online as a digital experience, as voting for the People’s Choice 
Award opens. 2020 has been a record year for the number of entries received 
from schools to participate in the Creative Arts Exhibition. Over 650 artworks 
were submitted by 147 schools, presenting the curators with a highly chal-
lenging task to choose the exceptional works which would be exhibited. The 
Creative Arts Exhibition is a celebration of the artistic and creative talents and 
achievements of our students and their dedicated teachers and is a key op-
portunity to shine a light on the importance of the Arts within the curriculum. 
The Creative Arts Exhibition website includes a virtual tour of the exhibition, 
interviews with artists, a film catalogue for the 2020 entries and a dedicated 
page for every single artwork. Works have been grouped into their curator-
assigned categories, reflecting how they would have been displayed in the 
public exhibition. 
Voting for the People’s Choice Award is now open on the website. Closing at 
12pm on Friday 1 May, winners will be announced at 3pm the same day. 
Our Parish especially would like to recognise the achievement of Isobel 
Campbell who is a Year 6 student at St Anne’s Primary School, who won the 
Melbourne Museum Still Life Award. Congratulations Isobel on such a great 
achievement! 
 
CHILD SAFE STANDARDS IN SUNBURY PARISH:  Our parish is commit-
ted to safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults. 
Our Parish CSS Committee consists of Fr Kevin, Jan Honner, Maree Shields 
and Jo Spiteri. We are working to ensure everyone is safe and that our parish 
complies with all requirements. If you would like to be part of this committee, 
please contact the parish office on 97441060. 
It is important to understand that child safety is everyone’s responsibility. We 
have asked all volunteers to sign a Code of Conduct form and update their 
Working With Children Checks to include the Parish as an organization they 
volunteer for. 
We are working to follow up with volunteers who have not yet taken action. 
Thank you to all those who have already acted. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS & WELL DONE: to our teachers, students and 
families as they continue with the Remote Learning that has been adapted for 
the education of students throughout Australia during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
As with everything, there has been a change of routine for all families and it 
has been encouraging to hear that most families have been able to ‘juggle’ 
things around to get remote learning to work in their households. 
Our Schools report that we have had low numbers having to attend school– 
the children of essential services workers and vulnerable children are the only 
exceptions to being allowed to physically attend schools.  
The dedicated work of the teachers to deliver education to their students in 
this new way has been well received. A lot of our teachers have their own 
children at home with them while they are trying to teach their classes. This is 
itself can be very difficult. Thank you to our wonderful teachers who are     
making a big difference to our children's education. 
Thank you to the students who continue to strive to learn in this new learning 
environment. Keep trying hard and remember to communicate with your 
teachers if you need any help. They are there to help you! 
Well done to the families who have had to reschedule work/ life balance to 
ensure their children are cared for while they are learning from home.  
Please continue to pray for the teachers, students and families as they      
continue to adapt to remote learning. 
 
 

PHONE BUDDIES: As other Churches in Sunbury and around 
Australia, we have set up telephone contacts by volunteers to 
some 420 of our parishioners.  
 
CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops 
our Parish Masses have been suspended until further notice. 
During this time, more so than ever, we must  remain connected 
as a community. 
We have established a list of volunteers who are able to call our 
regular Mass goers to check in on them. More are welcome. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to 
shop, please let us know if you are able to pick up some         
shopping occasionally for someone in need. If you can spare an 
hour or so a week please contact the Parish Office 9744 1060 If 
you have any questions or worries please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Parish Office  
 
5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  some practical information can be found on our 
parish website to help you keep sane & safe during Coronavirus 
pandemic. Consider the following points: 
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic 
will end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your      
anxiety and presence of uncertainty. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish 
Newsletter will be available outside St Anne’s church over each 
weekend and during the week. Please use gloves when      
opening the box for the protection of all. Please pick one up 
for your family and a neighbour who may require one in their   
letterbox. Thank you.  
 

SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are        
currently endeavouring to increase our supply of basic pantry 
items to ensure we are covered for any contingency that may 
arise due to the  escalating impact of COVID-19. We are looking 
for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce,  Baked beans,  
Soups,  Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags 
(small), Coffee (small) 
A donation bin is outside the Macedon St property from 10am to 
2pm. Or donations can be taken at the Parish Office. 
 
CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FAITH REFLECTION: 
www.cam.org.au 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
www.salesians.org.au/info/audiodivina 
www.cam.org.au/Summit 
cathnews-prayer resources  
Prayer and reflection App. – De La Daily 
Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy       
Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment    
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart … I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You  
 
SUNBURY LIBRARY: has launched a great community service 
especially for people in isolation during COVID-19. They will    
deliver books to your home (sorry not pick up once they are read). 
They will deliver 5-20 books to your home. Will deliver once per 
month any books requested. Get your list of favourite authors or 
favourite titles ready and call 9356 6970 to get started. This is a 
FREE service. Delivery in Hume area only. 


