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26 April 2020 
Third Sunday of Easter 

First Reading:      Acts 2:14, 22-33 
Psalm Response: Psalm 15:1-2, 5, 7-11 

Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:17-21  
Gospel Acclamation:  cf Luke 24:32 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us; 
make our hearts burn with love when you 

speak. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:   Luke 24:13-35 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Frank HEENAN Ruby KECHAYAS 
Dale MAHER Margaret MCCONVILLE     
Martin MULLINS Lucy PERKOVIC Hubert 
ROZARIO Christine RUSH Trevor SALTER 
Veronica SEQUEIRA  Danny SMITH Chris 
TELFER Carmel TRENTO Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Gloria TIPPINS 
 

Anniversaries:       Tom DILLON Joyce 
FALZON Bernie MAHONEY Bernie 
MCCONVILLE Eveleen REDDAN  

A JOURNEY FROM DESPAIR TO JOY 
 We often speak of the journey of life– life is a journey. Sometimes our hope 
on our journey are dashed. Presently, we feel like the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. Three months ago, we were looking forward to the footy season. We had 
planned baptisms of some adults at Easter. Many of our planned family celebrations 
have been postponed. Many of our parishioners who work at the airport are out of 
their job. Students have to learn online. 
 The two disciples on the road to Emmaus are feeling sorry for themselves. 
Their faces are downcast. Jesus has all the time in the world to hear their dashed 
hopes, “Our own hope had been he would set Israel free.” (Luke 24:21). 
Jesus meets them where they are. He respects their experiences. Jesus             
accompanies us in our anxiety and disappointments. 
 After listening, Jesus explains how his death and resurrection were foretold 
in the Hebrew scriptures. The last few days have all been part of God’s plan. 
Later, the disciples said to each other: “Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked 
to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32) 
 Reaching Emmaus, the two disciples generously invite the stranger, still 
unknown to them, to stay with them as their guest. Once inside sharing a meal, the 
roles are reversed– the guest becomes the host, as “he took bread and said the 
blessing, then he broke the bread and gave it to them.” (Luke 24:30)- the same    
actions Jesus did at the Last Supper. Then they recognised Jesus. 
 Days earlier, Jesus had asked his disciples to stay together as a community 
in Jerusalem. These two disobeyed that order and left the community and went off 
on their own. Now they change direction and return to Jerusalem full of hope and 
joy, sharing the good news of the Resurrection. 
 The Emmaus event shows what Christians have done for centuries– we 
come together, however we are-happy or sad. 
· We listen to the scriptures 
· We break bread and share the cup– share the Eucharist 
· Then we are sent out to share the good news 
Our journey with Covid-19 has its uncertainties and disappointments and hardships.  
Yet on our journey, we believe that Christ listens to us as we are now, as he listened 
patiently to the two disciples– let us tell him in prayer how we are. 
 He walks beside us on our journey of life. He loves us and wants us to 
share in his glory of the Resurrection. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 

LONGING FOR COMMUNION CAN BE A MOMENT OF GROWTH: Our         
experience of forced abstinence from the Eucharist can become a time of growing in 
faith. A time to understand once again that the Eucharist is a freely given and       
unexpected gift of the Lord Jesus which should be desired with one’s heart all the 
time. 
During this pandemic, many are increasingly feeling how much this ‘daily bread’ is 
missing from their lives. Fasting is a sacrifice, but it can be a moment for growth. 

...Fr Federico Lombardi SJ, former Vatican Spokesman …...19 April 
 

YOUNG STRONG IN FAITH, BUT MORE LONELY: The Springtide Research     
Institute in USA surveyed 1000 young people aged 18-25 years. The study showed 
that 35% are experiencing an increase in faith, 46% had developed new religious 
practices and 50% attended online church services. However 44% felt isolated    
because no one had reached out to them.      …..Cathnews 21 April 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and 
faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the 
good of all: This is our Parish Vision. It is on the front of the Parish 
Newsletter every week. Have you looked at it and really thought what it 
means to YOU? 
At this time, probably more than any other time in our living history, should we 
be looking and living this vision out in our daily lives. 
This Parish is fortunate to have a community where friendships are formed in 
our pews every week. Where we have many parishioners who contribute to 
the daily works of our parish and each others lives. 
It is very fortunate that we have this amazing network of people who care 
about each other deeply and give offers to help others in need. 
Our Parish Pastoral team has been working hard to develop lists so that   
regular parish Mass goers can be contacted. Hopefully making isolation a bit 
more friendly for those who are stuck at home and otherwise quite alone. It 
has been great to hear feedback from those making the calls too– they are 
getting good responses from those receiving the calls and are feeling very 
good about brightening the day of someone else. 
We have also had support from our volunteer parishioners to ensure we can 
record Mass each week for all our parishioners. These volunteers prepare the 
music; attend the recording and participate; edit it; load it onto the parish   
website– all in time for Saturday night Mass. These parishioners are sharing 
their  time and gifts to bring Mass to all those who yearn for Mass in our 
Church.  
Our Parish Finance Team is another group of amazing volunteers who      
collaborate their expertise to ensure the financial viability of our parish in 
these times of reduced income. They are exploring every option for our parish 
to keep financial during these uncertain times. Many hours of meetings  on 
Zoom and financial analysis has been done to ensure we come out of COVID-
19 in a good financial position. 
This is God in our daily life. Working among us– in the many, diverse talents 
of these good and generous people who offer selflessly to help our parish.  
Please remember our Parish Vision in your daily life and live out the gospel as 
God intended.  
 

ANZAC Day...Lest we Forget 
April 25 is the day we commemorate the fallen service men and women.  
Since 1916 our country has remembered those who have fought        
alongside our allies around the world. This year will be the first time in 
more than a century where marches will not be held on ANZAC day and 
no public ceremonies will take place. 
In 1919, the Spanish flu pandemic saw marches cancelled and            
commemoration of the day reduced to a public service in Sydney’s      
Domain with people made to wear masks and stand 3 feet apart. 
As with our Easter celebrations in 2020, ANZAC Day will be                 
commemorated differently. On Saturday 25 April 2020, Australians are 
being asked to light a candle on our front lawns, in our driveways or on our 
balconies or verandas as the sun comes up. From 6am, a short closed 
commemorative service will be streamed from the Australian War        
Memorial on several stations comprising The Ode, The Last Post, a 
minute’s silence and Reville. This is called the “Light Up the Dawn”      
campaign and we are encouraged to share mateship-themed video and 
image tributes on social media. 
With the pandemic currently causing massive lifestyle changes for       
everyone around the world, we still remember and pay respect to the    
fallen heroes.  
We also remember and honour all the medical workers who are fighting 
this health crisis and risking their lives to help 
others.  In 1919, the medical workers during the 
war and Spanish flu were also paid tribute for 
the work they did to help others. 
LEST WE FORGET 

PHONE BUDDIES: As other Churches in Sunbury and around 
Australia, we have set up telephone contacts by volunteers to 
some 1030 of our parishioners.  
 
CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops 
our Parish Masses have been suspended until further notice. 
During this time, more so than ever, we must  remain connected 
as a community. 
We have established a list of volunteers who are able to call our 
regular Mass goers to check in on them. More are welcome. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to 
shop, please let us know if you are able to pick up some         
shopping occasionally for someone in need. If you can spare an 
hour or so a week please contact the Parish Office 9744 1060 If 
you have any questions or worries please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Parish Office  
 
5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  some practical information can be found on our 
parish website to help you keep sane & safe during Coronavirus 
pandemic. Consider the following points: 
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic 
will end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your      
anxiety and presence of uncertainty. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish 
Newsletter will be available outside St Anne’s church over each 
weekend and during the week. Please use gloves when      
opening the box for the protection of all. Please pick one up 
for your family and a neighbour who may require one in their   
letterbox. Thank you.  
 

SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are        
currently endeavouring to increase our supply of basic pantry 
items to ensure we are covered for any contingency that may 
arise due to the  escalating impact of COVID-19. We are looking 
for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce,  Baked beans,  
Soups,  Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags 
(small), Coffee (small) 
A donation bin is outside the Macedon St property from 10am to 
2pm. Or donations can be taken at the Parish Office. 
 
CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FAITH REFLECTION: 
www.cam.org.au 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
www.salesians.org.au/info/audiodivina 
www.cam.org.au/Summit 
cathnews-prayer resources  
Prayer and reflection App. – De La Daily 
Prayer of Pope Francis Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy       
Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment    
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart … I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You  
 
SUNBURY LIBRARY: has launched a great community service 
especially for people in isolation during COVID-19. They will    
deliver books to your home (sorry not pick up once they are read). 
They will deliver 5-20 books to your home. Will deliver once per 
month any books requested. Get your list of favourite authors or 
favourite titles ready and call 9356 6970 to get started. This is a 
FREE service. Delivery in Hume area only. 


