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12 April 2020 
Easter Sunday 

First Reading:      Acts 10:34, 37- 43 
Psalm Response: Psalm 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23  

This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1- 4  
Gospel Acclamation:  1 Corinthians 5:7-8 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 

let us feast with joy in the Lord.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel:   John 20:1-9 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Colin BEAR Nadia CHRISTOPOLIS 
Frank HEENAN Ruby KECHAYAS Royston 
LEVARO   Rochella MAGABILEN    Dale 
MAHER Margaret MCCONVILLE  Martin 
MULLINS     Cassie O’KEEFE    Emilee 
PALSER Carmelita & Pio ROCCO Hubert 
ROZARIO Christine RUSH   Trevor SALTER   
Veronica SEQUEIRA     Chris TELFER   
Carmel TRENTO Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Kenny GRAHAM  
Michelle MIGLANS Jack SUMMERS 
 
 

Anniversaries: Fr Jim KIERCE  Rachel 
TYQUIN   

EASTER IS NEW LIFE 
Today, we begin the fifty days of the Easter season to celebrate in joyful exultation as 
one feast day, or better as one great Sunday. 
The Melbourne Blessed Sacrament priest, Tom Knowles S.S.S., suggested that we 
think of an eagle, circling endlessly above a hillside rising and falling on the currents of 
the wind. The readings of the Sundays of Easter form a terrain that we circle peacefully 
around it: “in an atmosphere of joy, born aloft by the power of the Spirit, the church sur-
veys and claims for herself the whole mystery of salvation. It is the “Eagle” of the evan-
gelists, St John, aided and abetted by St Luke the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
who inspires the church to spread her wings and fly like this”. 
 
SPREADING OF THE GOOD NEWS 
During these fifty days until Pentecost, our first readings on Sundays will be taken from 
the Acts of the Apostles, written by St Luke, a companion work to his gospel. The Acts 
outline the work of the Holy Spirit firing the spread of the gospel and the growth of the 
early Church. 
In today’s reading, Peter is teaching Cornelius, a Roman centurion, an army captain. 
This illustrates that the good news is for the non-Jews (Gentiles) and as well as for the 
Jews. The Gentiles too are to be baptised and be equal members in the Christian com-
munity. 
 
GRADUAL MOVEMENT TO FAITH 
Our gospel begins in the dark before dawn. The darkness symbolises the absence of 
Christ, the light of the world. Mary Magdalene, the loyal disciple who stood by the 
Cross, goes to the tomb which she finds empty. She suspects the body of Jesus has 
been stolen. In her anguish of continuing love and loss, she runs back to Peter and 
John, ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’. 
When John enters the tomb, the neatly rolled-up face cloth is for him a sign. He realises 
the absence of Jesus’ body was not due to human agents—robbers do not fold up neat-
ly what they leave behind—but to a divine resumption of life. Jesus, who called himself 
the ‘Resurrection and the Life’ has taken up his life again. 
The first disciples, women and men, made their journey from no faith to complete faith 
that Christ was victorious over death. Their faith was not instantaneous. The leader was 
Mary Magdalene, now called ‘the Apostle to the Apostles’. 
Let us be like John and observe signs of the resurrection in our time—care and loyalty 
in love, courage and commitment, faithfulness and great joy from our Christian faith. 
The witness of doctors and nurses putting their lives at risk caring for the victims of 
Covid-19, is before our eyes. 
       ...Kevin McIntosh 
EASTER EGGS AND EASTER BUNNIES 
For many of our children the bunny and its eggs are the most important thing about 
Easter. Over the millennia, Christianity has had a gift for domesticating local traditions 
and festivals, bringing on board and making them our own. The name Easter comes 
from the Anglo Saxon spring festival in honour of the goddess Eostre. Her symbol was 
the rabbit and the giving of eggs were signs of new life bursting forth as winter withdrew. 
These associations only make sense in the northern hemisphere, but we can see why 
the early Christians could be so adaptable and inculturated with this local festival. In 
both hemispheres Christians today celebrate Jesus being raised from the dead.  
       c. Richard Leonard SJ 
    
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“Easter is no time for kneeling but is a time for standing upright and singing “Alleluia” 
-St Augustine.            

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops our Parish    
Masses have been suspended until further notice. During this time, more so 
than ever, we must be remain connected as a community. 
We hope to establish a list of volunteers who are able to call our regular Mass 
goers to check in on them. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to shop, 
please let us know if you are able to pick up some shopping, occasionally for 
someone in need. If you can spare an hour or so a week please contact the 
Parish Office 9744 1060 If you have any questions or worries please don’t 
hesitate to contact the Parish Office  
 
1.  CatholicCare Victoria Tasmania (see attachment for list of locations) – 
as provided by Madeliene Scicluna, Emergency Relief Manager, CatholicCare 
www.ccam.org.au Ph 9287 5555 
Emergency Relief (ER) services will continue across all sites via phone     
interviews at this stage. Many staff members’ days will vary between working 
from home and the office.  ER Assistance to clients such as supermarket and 
fuel vouchers will be made available to clients if they can arrange a pick up at 
one of our sites. Alternatively, we can arrange express post if unable to    
arrange someone to pick up the vouchers. Able to accept referrals for  assis-
tance that will also include assisting with bill payments. 
 
2. St Vincent de Paul – Still receives calls for material aid. All conferences   
including Newport, Williamstown, Altona, Altona Meadows, Laverton and 
Point Cook continue to provide assistance as needed. We make the assess-
ments by phone and deliver the material aid in the form of food and vouchers, 
to the front door and keep our distance.  In relation to furniture, we are only 
providing mattresses and bases only.  These are the only items that delivery 
persons are willing to handle. Regarding whitegoods, we are encouraging 
clients to apply for No Interest Loans. Ph 03 5229 8829 
 
3.  IPC Health – as provided by  Eliza Mead, Community Development Of-
ficer, IPC Health Ph 9313 5000 
For IPC Health, all our sites are currently open, although some services will 
be reduced and client appointments, where feasible, will be conducted via 
phone or other means.    I will be making arrangements to vary my days on 
site and at home but will be online and contactable via mobile Monday—
Thursday.  Additionally, my outreach capacity will be considered on a needs 
basis. 
 
4.  Tenants Victoria – as provided by Catherine Dyer, Outreach Program, 
Tenants Victoria. The outreach Program at Tenant’s  Victoria is currently sus-
pending outreach visits to rooming houses and all direct contact meetings at 
the organisation have been suspended. VCAT hearings are being conducted 
over the phone and only urgent matters are being heard. Discussions be-
tween TV, Launch Housing, Wombat Housing, and others about arranging a 
material aid and information drop to the most vulnerable Rooming House 
residents Ph 9416 2577 
 
CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FAITH REFLECTION: 
www.cam.org.au 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
www.salesians.org.au/info/audiodivina 
www.cam.org.au/Summit 
cathnews-prayer resources  
Prayer and reflection App. – De La Daily 
 
 
 
 
   

PHONE BUDDIES: As other Churches in Sunbury and around 
Australia, we have set up telephone contacts by volunteers to 
some 1030 of our parishioners. We need a few more volunteers. 
Please contact the Parish Office by telephone. 
 
SUNBURY WINTER NIGHT SHELTER: Due to the Covid-19, the 
Night Shelter will be suspended this winter. The Sunbury Church-
es met last week and again next week to consider an alternative 
to care for the homeless in Sunbury. 
 
ARCHBISHOP PETER: has issued a three page letter about the 
High Court’s decision about Cardinal Pell. It is available on 
www.cam.org.au 
 

EASTER SERVICES ON CHANNEL 7: Channel 7 will telecast 
live without advertisements the Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm and 
Easter Sunday Mass at 10.30am from St Mary’s Cathedral, Syd-
ney. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: We offer to Luke Miglans and is 
two school-age children as his wife Michelle aged 39 years en-
tered eternal life last week after suffering from a rare form of can-
cer discovered three months ago. Michelle lived all her earthly life 
in Sunbury. 
We offer to Christine Lupson as her brother Jack Summers aged 
80 years entered eternal life last Tuesday. Jack served in the 
Australian Army for over 25 years including two stages in Vietnam 
Jack and his late wife Marina came to Sunbury in 2003. 
 
 

5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  Inna Khazan PhD, BCB is a clinical             
psychologist teaching at Harvard Medical School. She has written 
a 3 page article. She begins by separating what we can control 
from what we cannot.    
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic 
will end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your      
anxiety and presence of uncertainty. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish 
Newsletter will be available outside St Anne’s church over each 
weekend and during the week. Please use gloves when      
opening the box for the protection of all. Please pick one up 
for your family and a neighbour who may require one in their   
letterbox. Thank you.  
 
 

SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are        
currently endeavouring to increase our supply of basic pantry 
items to ensure we are covered for any contingency that may 
arise due to the  escalating impact of COVID-19. We are looking 
for donations of:  
Rice, 
Pasta and Pasta Sauce,  
Baked beans,  
Soups,  
Cereal,  
Peanut Butter (small),  
Jams,  
Honey,  
Tea Bags (small), 
Coffee (small) 
 
 
   


