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5 April 2020 
Palm Sunday 

Blessing of Branches: Matthew 21:1-11 
First Reading:      Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm Response: Psalm 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24  

My God, my God, why have you          
abandoned me? 

Second Reading:  Philippians 2:6-11 
Gospel Acclamation: Philippians 2:8-9 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   

endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to 

death, dying on the cross. Therefore God 
raised him on high and gave him a name 

above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   

endless glory! 
Gospel:   Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Colin BEAR Nadia CHRISTOPOLIS 
Frank HEENAN Ruby KECHAYAS Royston 
LEVARO Rochella MAGABILEN     Dale 
MAHER Margaret MCCONVILLE Michelle 
MIGLANS Martin MULLINS Cassie 
O’KEEFE  Emilee PALSER Carmelita & Pio 
ROCCO Hubert ROZARIO Christine RUSH   
Trevor SALTER   Veronica SEQUEIRA  
Chris TELFER   Carmel TRENTO   Ren 
WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Godwin ARANDEZ 
 
 

 

MOVEMENT FROM DESPAIR TO HOPE 
As we begin Holy Week, we will move from agony to ecstasy as we accompany Christ 
through his suffering and death to his Resurrection. 
We shall celebrate Holy Week differently this year as we endure the pandemic. We shall 
celebrate physically apart but spiritually together as members of the People of God, the 
Body of Christ. We need the hope of Easter more than ever this year. 
 
THE SUFFERING SERVANT OF GOD: In the sixth century before Christ, the 
Prophet Isaiah wrote to his disadvantaged, and weary  listeners as they suffered in exile 
in Babylon. Isaiah writes of the Servant of God who hears God’s word and proclaims. 
The Servant is non-violent, calmly confident that God is present. The Servant of God 
never waivers because he believes in God, never waivers in his support of the Servant. 
The early Christians believed that Jesus lived out the lifestyle of the Servant of God. St 
Paul implies this in our second reading today in his letter to the Philippians (2:6-11) 
At his arrest and trial, Jesus appears passive in the hands of others, but really he is in 
charge and the Resurrection will prove it. The Passion is Christ’s sacrificial  act as he, a 
proven innocent gives his life for the good of others. The plotters, the authorities and 
Pilate, serve merely to bring about his purpose. His death was  intended from the      
beginning. His Passion reveals his compassionate love and fidelity.  
Jesus freely goes to his death. His betrayal, the miscarriage of justice and the shedding 
of his innocent blood– all this evil is gathered up and overcome by an overwhelming act 
of divine love. Even as Jesus dies, there is already a hint of love’s victory as the     
earthquake and opening of tombs foreshadow the resurrection. (Matthew 27: 50-54) 
                     ….. Kevin McIntosh 
  
St Paul quotes what seems to be a hymn from an early Christian liturgy. The sense of 
Christ’s status– divine and human– that emerges at this early time, only a few decades 
after his all too human death upon a cross, is quite remarkable. What the hymn points to 
is that at three stages of his ‘career’- pre-incarnate, incarnate up to death, and  post-
resurrection– the essential disposition of Christ is to pour himself out in self-emptying 
love. The ‘obedience unto death’ displayed in the passion is absolutely continuous with 
the divine outpouring of love that led to the incarnation of the one whose nature was 
divine. The hymn thus provides the essential background and accompaniment to our 
consideration of the Passion of Jesus throughout Holy Week: behind every word,      
gesture and suffering is the outreach of divine love to an alienated world.                                              
      c. Brendan Byrne SJ, Parkville 
 
VICTORIA– FIRST STATE TO SET UP HOSPITAL PARTNERSHIP: On Thursday, 
Catholic Health Australia and Australian Private Hospitals congratulated the Victorian 
Government in setting up quickly the partnership with public hospitals to provide care 
during COVID-19. This means 8500 beds and 28000 extra staff across Victoria. 
 
RE-DEDICATION OF ENGLAND TO MARY-WEBSITE CRASHED: Last Sunday, 
530000 attempted to view the live-streaming of the re-dedication of England as Mary’s 
Dowry at the National Shrine of Mary, Walsingham. The viewers were re-directed to 
YouTube. The first dedication was in 1381 by King Richard II amid great domestic   
turmoil seeking the protection of Our Lady. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYS WE MAY OVERCOME FEAR: On March 27 he said, 
“In these days of so much suffering, there is so much fear. The fear of people isolated, 
unemployed or those working putting themselves at risk while serving others. Each of 
us knows our own fear. Let us pray to the Lord to help us trust and to bear and         
overcome our fears.”                PTO 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops our Parish    
Masses have been suspended until further notice. During this time, more so 
than ever, we must be remain connected as a community. 
We hope to establish a list of volunteers who are able to call our regular Mass 
goers to check in on them. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to shop, 
please let us know if you are able to pick up some shopping, occasionally for 
someone in need. If you can spare an hour or so a week please contact the 
Parish Office 9744 1060 If you have any questions or worries please don’t 
hesitate to contact the Parish Office  
 
1. CatholicCare Victoria Tasmania (see attachment for list of        
locations) – as provided by Madeliene Scicluna,  Emergency Relief Manager, 
CatholicCare www.ccam.org.au Ph 9287 5555 
Emergency Relief (ER) services will continue across all sites via phone     
interviews at this stage. Many staff members’ days will vary between   working 
from home and the office.  ER Assistance to clients such as supermarket and 
fuel vouchers will be made available to client if they can arrange a pick up at 
one of our sites. Alternatively, we can arrange express post if unable to    
arrange someone to pick up the vouchers.  Able to accept referrals for      
assistance that will also   include assisting with bill payments.  
2. St Vincent de Paul – Still receives calls for material aid.  All confer-
ences including in Newport, Williamstown, Altona, Altona Meadows, Laverton 
and Point Cook continue to provide assistance as needed.  We make the 
assessments by phone and deliver the material aid in the form of food and 
vouchers, to the front door and keep our distance.  In relation to furniture, we 
are only providing mattresses and bases only.  These are the only items that 
delivery persons are willing to handle. Regarding whitegoods, we are         
encouraging clients to apply for No Interest Loans. Ph 03 5229 8829 
3. IPC Health – as provided by  Eliza Mead, Community Development 
Officer, IPC Health Ph 9313 5000 
For IPC Health, all our sites are currently open, although some services will 
be reduced and client appointments, where feasible, will be conducted via 
phone or other means.    I will be making arrangements to vary my days on 
site and at home but will be online and contactable via mobile Mon – 
Thurs.  Additionally, that my outreach capacity will be considered on a needs 
basis. 
4. Tenants Victoria – as provided by Catherine Dyer, Outreach         

Program, Tenants Victoria. The outreach Program at Tenant’s       
Victoria is currently suspending outreach visits to rooming houses and 
all direct contact   meetings at the organisation have been suspended. 
VCAT hearings are being conducted over the phone and only urgent 
matters are being heard. Discussions between TV, Launch Housing, 
Wombat Housing, and others about arranging a material aid and    
information drop to the most vulnerable Rooming House residents Ph 
9416 2577 

 
CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FAITH REFLECTION: 
www.cam.org.au 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
www.salesians.org.au/info/audiodivina 
www.cam.org.au/Summit 
cathnews-prayer resources  
Prayer and reflection App. – De La Daily 

WITH JESUS IN THE DESERT: A RETREAT IN ISOLATION: 
Jesuit Communications has prepared a retreat for those who have 
to isolate themselves for 14 days. Parts of the retreat can be done 
in less days. The retreat invites you to imagine yourself in        
different gospel stories. Visit https://www.pray.com.au 
 

HOLY WEEK: Palm Sunday commences Holy Week and during 
normal times, we have much anticipation leading to the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus. During the Pandemic, we will rely on        
resources online. Melbourne Catholic News will produce a      
resource via MCNews  melbournecatholic.org.au 
They will have a one page resource with spiritual and practical     
suggestions for celebrating Palm Sunday and the Easter  Triduum 
at home. The resource caters for families with small children, 
young adults and adults. It is a free resource  produced by the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
 

CHANNEL 7 TO BROADCAST ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL,       
SYDNEY, EASTER SERVICES:  Catholics around Australia will 
be able to watch Easter services live on national television from 
St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney. Channel 7 will stream The Lord’s     
Passion at 3pm on Good Friday (10 April) and Easter Sunday 
Mass  (12 April) from 10.30am across the country. Both liturgies 
will be broadcast commercial free and in their entirety. 
Director of Channel 7 Sydney, Jason Morrison, said, “Easter is 
the most sacred time of the year on the liturgical calendar. With 
public gatherings and church services currently closed in        
response to the pandemic, the 7NEWS team is proud to help the 
Church to bring these important services to homes across the 
country.” 
 

PRAYER OF SPRITUAL COMMUNION BY POPE FRANCIS:  as 
more Catholics around the world find themselves unable to        
receive the Eucharist due to the coronavirus pandemic, Pope 
Francis on 21 March provided and example of spiritual            
communion prayer that can be said from home:  “My Jesus, I 
believe you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You  sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart… I embrace You as if You 
were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 
me to be separated from You.” 
 

5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  Inna Khazan PhD, BCB is a clinical             
psychologist teaching at Harvard Medical School. She has written 
a 3 page article. She begins by separating what we can control 
from what we cannot.    
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to  uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic 
will end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your      
anxiety and presence of uncertainty. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish 
Newsletter will be available outside St Anne’s church over each 
weekend and during the week. Please use gloves when      
opening the box for the protection of all. Please pick one up 
for your family and a neighbour who may require one in their   
letterbox. Thank you.  
 

SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are        
currently endeavouring to increase our supply of basic pantry 
items to ensure we are covered for any contingency that may 
arise due to the  escalating impact of COVID-19. We are looking 
for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce, Baked beans, 
Soups, Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags 
(small), Coffee (small) 

Palm Sunday: 
Gospel Reflection:  This week Mary shows us how to enter Holy Week-
standing in contrast to the frantic movement of pilgrims and the cries of a 
blood thirsty crowd, Mary prays.  
Let us then spend this week in her company, prayerfully thanking Jesus 
our Saviour for all he has offered for our salvation. 
Reflective Question: How could we make this Holy Week, in isolation, 
significant in the development of our faith? 

Personal Reflection: Jesus, remember me when you come into you    
Kingdom. Amen 


