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29 March 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

First Reading:      Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 129  

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption 

Second Reading:    Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 11:25, 26 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   
endless glory! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the 
Lord; whoever believes in me will not die for 

ever. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   

endless glory! 
Gospel:   John 11:1-45 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Godwin ARANDEZ Colin BEAR Nadia 
CHRISTOPOLIS Ruby KECHAYAS Royston 
LEVARO    Rochella MAGABILEN Dale MAHER 
Michelle MIGLANS Martin MULLINS Cassie 
O’KEEFE     Emilee PALSER   Carmelita & Pio 
ROCCO Hubert ROZARIO Christine RUSH   
Trevor SALTER   Veronica SEQUEIRA  Chris 
TELFER Carmel TRENTO   Ren WILSON 
 

Recently Deceased: Teresa DUIGNAN Br Noel 
HANNEBURY SDB 
 

Anniversaries:         Margaret DILLON Matt 
DUGGAN 
 
 

 

“I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE”- OUR HOPE 
It is providential that this Sunday we read the story of Christ raising Lazarus from the dead in 
Chapter 11 of John’s gospel. Down the centuries the story has given hope to readers. In the 
famous novel, “Crime and Punishment” by Dostoyevsky, the two main characters, Rodion, a 
prisoner in Siberia and his poverty-stricken friend, Sonya, read with hope the story of the 
raising of Lazarus, with hope of a return to normal life with hope in someone who loves them 
and with hope in their chance to be “resurrected.” 
At this time, when we are living through the coronavirus pandemic, we too can deepen our 
hope that God loves us especially in this time of anxiety. 
 
JESUS RISKS HIS LIFE TO SAVE HIS FRIEND:  Our gospel reading today is the 
climax of Jesus’ public life in John’s gospel. This miracle is the last straw, as far as the au-
thorities are concerned, and leads immediately into the plot to arrest him and bring about his 
death (11:47-53). Chapter 12 is about his last week of his earthly life in Jerusalem. 
Let us remember that Jesus leaves the ‘safe country’ (east of the Jordan River) against the 
advice of his concerned disciples and enters Judea to give life. He puts his own life at mortal 
risk. As it turns out, Jesus gives life to Lazarus at the cost of his own. 
 

JESUS WEPT: These two little words make up the shortest sentence in the Bible, yet they 
speak volumes about Jesus, revealing his humanity. Lazarus and his two sisters were close 
friends of Jesus and Jesus is clearly emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and 
Mary. That Jesus is about to restore Lazarus to life does not deny the grief and mourning of 
Lazarus’ death. 
Jesus does not abolish physical death. As he let Lazarus die, so he lets us and our loved 
ones die. Though he has come to give eternal life, Jesus weeps over our death and the 
deaths of those we love and mourn. 
 

THE RESURRECTION NOW: Belief in the after life evolved over time. In the Book of Wis-
dom, one of the last scriptures written 50 yeas before Christ, we read: “The souls of the     
righteous are in the hand of God and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the   
foolish, they seemed to have died…. But they are at peace.” (Wisdom 3:1-4) 
Jesus follows this through when he speaks of Lazarus as one who ‘has fallen asleep.’ When 
Martha says Lazarus will rise on the last day, Jesus’ reply directs her away from this model of 
‘end-time’ resurrection as he makes the resurrection a present reality in his own person, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.” 
In the Lazarus episode, Jesus shows that there is a life beyond the grave, even as we await 
resurrection at the end of life. While physical life will cease, the God-life that has been given 
to us through Jesus will never cease. The death of the believer is not a dead-end. The God 
who has called us into the faithful remains faithful to that gift of life. 
 

THANK YOU:  our small team of volunteers for helping the parish stream it’s first Mass on 
line. We will continue to stream Mass each Sunday until further notice. Please visit the   
parish website at olmcsunbury.com to view the Mass. 
 
UNBIND HIM, LET HIM GO FREE:  As Lazarus shuffled out of the tomb bound up for burial, 
Jesus calmly commands the astonished onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go free.’ As in 
some other miracles, Jesus involved others in the work of the miracle. Let us be people who 
unbind others especially of excessive uncertainty about the coronavirus and its impacts. Also 
let us look at our lives and discern from what we need to be released and ‘go free.’ 
Lazarus stands in for each of us. Each one of us is the friend ‘whom Jesus loved’, the one for 
whom he left his ‘safe’ country in order to bring life from death at the cost of his own life. Let 
us pray: “This is from the love of me; this is to rescue me from death and give me life.” 
 

PTO 
 
 

 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops our Parish    
Masses have been suspended until further notice. During this time, more so than 
ever, we must be remain connected as a community. 
We hope to establish a list of volunteers who are able to call our regular Mass 
goers to check in on them. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to shop, please let 
us know if you are able to pick up some shopping, occasionally for someone in 
need. If you can spare an hour or so a week please contact the Parish Office 
9744 1060 If you have any questions or worries please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Parish Office  
 

1. CatholicCare Victoria Tasmania (see attachment for list of locations) 
– as provided by Madeliene Scicluna,  Emergency Relief Manager, CatholicCare 
www.ccam.org.au Ph 9287 5555 
Emergency Relief (ER) services will continue across all sites via phone interviews 
at this stage. Many staff members’ days will vary between working from home and 
the office.  ER Assistance to clients such as supermarket and fuel vouchers will 
be made available to client if they can arrange a pick up at one of our 
sites.     Alternatively, we can arrange express post if unable to arrange someone 
to pick up the vouchers.  Able to accept referrals for assistance that will also   
include assisting with bill payments.  
2. St Vincent de Paul – as provided by Eliza Mead, IPC Health 
Still receives calls for material aid.  All conferences including in Newport,        
Williamstown, Altona, Altona Meadows, Laverton and Point Cook continue to 
provide assistance as needed.  We make the assessments by phone and deliver 
the material aid in the form of food and vouchers, to the front door and keep our 
distance.  In relation to furniture, we are only providing mattresses and bases 
only.  These are the only items that delivery persons are willing to                    
handle. Regarding whitegoods, we are encouraging clients to apply for No      
Interest Loans. Ph 03 5229 8829 
3. IPC Health – as provided by  Eliza Mead, Community Development 
Officer, IPC Health Ph 9313 5000 
For IPC Health, all our sites are currently open, although some services will be 
reduced and client appointments, where feasible, will be conducted via phone or 
other means.    I will be making arrangements to vary my days on site and at 
home but will be online and contactable via mobile Mon – Thurs.  Additionally, 
that my outreach capacity will be considered on a needs basis. 
4. Tenants Victoria – as provided by Catherine Dyer, Outreach Program, 

Tenants Victoria. The outreach Program at Tenant’s Victoria is currently 
suspending outreach visits to rooming houses and all direct contact   
meetings at the organisation have been suspended. VCAT hearings are 
being conducted over the phone and only urgent matters are being 
heard. Discussions between TV, Launch Housing, Wombat Housing, and 
others about arranging a material aid and information drop to the most 
vulnerable Rooming House residents Ph 9416 2577 

 
SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are currently endeavouring 
to increase our supply of basic pantry items to ensure we are covered for any 
contingency that may arise due to the escalating impact of COVID-19. We are 
looking for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce, Baked beans, Soups, 
Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags (small), Coffee (small) 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE: A copy of our Parish Newsletter will be 
available outside St Anne’s church over each weekend and during the week. 
Please pick one up for your family and a neighbour who may require one in their 
letterbox. Thank you.  
 
 

PRAYER OF SPRITUAL COMMUNION BY POPE FRANCIS:  as 
more Catholics around the world find themselves unable to receive 
the Eucharist due to the coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis on 21 
March provided and example of spiritual communion prayer that can 
be said from home:  “My Jesus, I believe you are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart… I        
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.” 
 
5 STEPS TO LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY DURING              
CORONAVIRUS:  Inna Khazan PhD, BCB is a clinical psychologist 
teaching at Harvard Medical School. She has written a 3 page article. 
She    begins by separating what we can control from what we     
cannot.    
Under our control: Wash hands, Social Distance, limit travel,       
Kindness and Compassion, limit news consumption and a helpful 
response to  uncertainty. 
Not under our control: How the virus evolves, when the pandemic will 
end, accuracy of statistics, other people’s actions, your anxiety and 
presence of uncertainty. 
The full article is on our Parish Website olmcsunbury.com 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to Jocelyn Gibson whose 
mother Teresa Duignan entered eternal life on 19 March. Teresa was 
born in Ireland, one of seven children in 1926. Teresa and her late 
husband Jim came to our parish in 1986. In latter years Teresa 
prayed while watching “Mass for you at Home” at 6am. 
We offer to Salesian Community as their colleague and friend, Br 
Noel Hannebury SDB entered eternal life on 23 March, aged 82 
years. He was a professed Salesian Brother for 63 years during 
which time he taught in Brooklyn Park, Port Pirie and Bairnsdale 
before coming to Sunbury in his retirement. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS:  to the students and staff of St Anne’s 
School for their 1st place win at the Sunbury Schools Swimming 
Carnival earlier this month. 
 
SOME CHURCH STATISTICS: Now there are 650000 religious   
sisters in the world which is a drop from 720000 in 2009. Numbers 
are rising in Africa and Asia, but falling in the rest of the world. 
There are over 400000 priests throughout the world. 60 priests have 
died of Coronavirus in Italy. 
In two weeks up to 8 February, the Vatican sent 700000 protective 
masks to China for the pandemic. 
 
RESOLUTION FOR THE WEEK:  “Stay apart and stay alive”-     
Professor John Dwyer, immunologist UNSW 23 March. 
 

…..Kevin McIntosh 
 

5th week of Lent: 
Gospel Reflection:  If Lent has slipped us by, it’s not too late. This 
week, open yourself to “Christ, the Son of God, the one who was 
to come into this world” Turn to Our Lady in these difficult times 
and ask her to show us the way. Allow her to lift us up to Jesus, 
her Son, the Saviour of the world. 

Reflective Question: We are told that Jesus calls us by name-this 
means he knows us. In what circumstances have you felt known 
by God? At this time, in isolation, can we call on him in our need? 

Personal Reflection  Father, help me to know and hold 
fast to the truth of your constant presence with me in every    
situation, leading me deeper into the spiritual freedom you     
created me to enjoy. Amen 






