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22 March 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

First Reading:      1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 22  

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want. 

Second Reading:    Ephesians 5:8-14 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 8:12 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   
endless glory! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of   
endless glory! 

Gospel:   John 9:1-41 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Godwin ARANDEZ Colin BEAR Nadia 
CHRISTOPOLIS Ruby KECHAYAS Royston 
LEVARO    Rochella MAGABILEN Dale MAHER 
Michelle MIGLANS Martin MULLINS Cassie 
O’KEEFE     Emilee PALSER   Carmelita & Pio 
ROCCO Hubert ROZARIO Christine RUSH   
Trevor SALTER   Veronica SEQUEIRA  Chris 
TELFER Carmel TRENTO   Ren WILSON 
 
Recently Deceased: Don CABRAL  Teo HOSE 
Fr Peter ROBINSON 
 
Anniversaries: Bonnie DICKSON James GATT 
Jan TYQUIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING:  The        
Australian Prayer Network is inviting all         
Christians to pray and fast on Sunday 29 March 
for wise management to control and end the     
pandemic. 
 

“ONCE I WAS BLIND, BUT NOW I SEE” 
One of the most famous hymns, “Amazing Grace” has these words in the first verse. The 
hymn was composed by the Rev John Newton (1723-1805), a minister in London. From his 
teens, he worked on slave-trading ships. In 1748, he was caught in a storm at sea. He 
prayed to God recalling his mother’s prayer. Later, he left slave trading, converted to Christ 
and became a church minister in London where he wrote “Amazing Grace”. 
 
SICKNESS IS NOT A PUNISHMENT FROM GOD: The disciples at the beginning of 
our gospel event asked Jesus was the man’s blindness deemed to be a punishment from 
God for sinful behaviour. The World Day of Prayer earlier this month was composed by the 
Christian women of Zimbabwe where children with special needs are seen as a shame and 
are rejected by society. Jesus would reject such interpretation. Physical and mental illnesses 
or disabilities are in no way punishment from God. 
God, the source of all love, does not actively send bad things to us, like Coronavirus, instead 
he is our constant companion giving us the courage and strength to cope with and some-
times overcome them. 
 
THE NEW LIGHT OF THE WORLD: John’s gospel sets the event when Jesus visited 
Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles when pilgrims would cover the Temple with torches 
making the Temple visible over the entire city. 
During this feast, Jesus declared himself to be the Light of the World and a few verses later 
healed the blind man bringing light into his world. 
In Lent, we are invited once again to open our eyes to Jesus; to step out of darkness and into 
the light; to look towards the future with hope, and not despair. The current pandemic has 
revealed anxiety and a lack of hope. 
 
TWO OPTIONS– SEEK BELIEF OR NON BELIEF: There is a very old saying: “There 
are none so blind as those who will not see.” Our gospel passage can be summed up as two 
movements between darkness and light. Firstly, there is the blind man who moves from dark-
ness to light. The blind man has do to his part– he had to obey Jesus and go wash his eyes 
in the pool. The blind man’s faith gradually grew as seen in how he addressed Christ: called 
him “Jesus”, then a “prophet”, then “comes from God", "Son of Man” and finally “Lord”.  
Secondly, the authorities who have physical sight but are completely blind to the truth of Je-
sus. The authorities deny the obvious facts. They browbeat the parents of the man. Finally, 
they resort to unfounded accusations. They move from light to darkness. 
 
OUR MISSION: By baptism, we are children of the light as St Paul teaches us in today’s 
second reading. We are called to carry Christ the Light of the World through the world where 
there is blindness in places caused by selfishness as seen in some shops lately. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: We offer to Teresa Cabral and her family as Don her 
husband for 48 years entered eternal life on 14 March. Don was a marine fitter in the mer-
chant navy for 30 years. Don and Teresa came to our parish in 2006. He always took part in 
Sunday Mass. In the last five years, when he was too sick, he watched Mass for You on TV 
at 6am on Sundays. 
We offer to Lorna Craig as her mother Teo Hose entered eternal life on 16 March aged 87 
years. Born in the Philippines, she became an accountant. She and her late husband Robert 
came to our parish in 2001. Since 2013, Teo was in the Lions Hostel where our Communion 
Ministers served her. 
We offer to the family and friends of Fr Peter “Robbo” Robinson OAM who entered eternal life 
aged 87 years last Saturday. He was ordained in Melbourne in 1964. In 1972 he was ap-
pointed as Chaplain to the Deaf Community. In 1984 he was awarded a medal in the Order of 
Australia recognising his work for people with a disability. Later he was parish priest of Ring-
wood East and Macleod from where he retired in 2009. “Robbo” to his friends, had a great 
sense of humour and loved life. 

….Kevin McIntosh 
 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptised this Sunday: 
Harper CASTILLO Max HIGGINS 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
ST ANNE’S CHURCH KEYS: The work to change the locks of St 
Anne’s Church, the Parish Centre and Parish Office is expected to commence 
within 2 weeks. The new keys are available for pick up from the Parish Office for 
those who have already submitted a request. If you have not yet completed a new 
key request form, please do so at your earliest convenience. The forms are    
available at Church entrance and Parish Office. 

OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT: With the suspension of Masses for the 
foreseeable future the fundraising collection for the LAP children planned for next 
weekend’s Masses has been postponed to a date later in the year. 
Could we please ask you to continue to pray for the children living with HIV AIDS 
in the slums of Jakarta as they are at even more risk in the current environment.  
If you would like to make a single or regular donation to support the work of the 
LAP team caring for the HIV AIDS children – could you please contact the Parish 
Office who will arrange for your donation to be forwarded to the LAP Team in 
Jakarta. Thank you for your ongoing support 
Parish LAP Support Committee. 
 
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN LETTERS: thank you to all volunteers who have 
signed the Code of Conduct Declaration form and updated their Working With 
Children Check to reflect the parish as an        organisation they volunteer at. A 
letter has been sent out to         volunteers who still need to comply with these 
requirements. Please contact the  parish office if you have any questions.  
 
PROJECT COMPASSION:  please continue to fill your Project    Compassion 
boxes with your small change– then together we can make a BIG change for 
those in need. Please return boxes by Easter Sunday. 
 
SUNBURY CAREWORKS NEED YOUR HELP:  We are currently endeavouring 
to increase our supply of basic pantry items to ensure we are covered for any 
contingency that may arise due to the escalating impact of COVID-19. 
We are looking for donations of: Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce, Baked beans, 
Soups, Cereal, Peanut Butter (small), Jams, Honey, Tea Bags (small), Coffee 
(small) 
 
CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY: As directive from Our Bishops our Parish Mass-
es have been suspended until further notice. During this time, more so than ever, 
we must be remain connected as a community. 
We hope to establish a list of volunteers who are able to call our regular Mass 
goers to check in on them. 
Secondly, our elderly may find themselves isolated and unable to shop, please let 
us know if you are able to pick up some shopping, occasionally for someone in 
need. If you can spare an hour or so a week please contact the Parish Office 
9744 1060 If you have any questions or worries please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Parish Office  
 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE:  A copy of our Parish Newsletter will be 
available outside St Anne’s church over each weekend. Please pick one up for 
your family and a neighbour who may require one in their letterbox. Thank you.  

PARISH LENT ACTIVITIES: AS PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED 
· LENT REFLECTION DAYS (26 & 28 MARCH) 
· LENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE (1 APRIL) 
· WAY OF THE CROSS– FRIDAY NIGHTS 
· ROSARY– SATURDAY NIGHTS 
· LEGION OF MARY– WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
· PREP FAMILY MASS-22 MARCH 
· EVERGREENS– 24 MARCH 
ALL ABOVE PARISH ACTIVITIES HAVE NOW BEEN                
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE IN THE INTERESTS OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL     
GOVERNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS.  
 
CURRENT REGULATIONS ON LITURGY:  as the Federal          
Government has announced non-essential indoor gatherings be     
limited to 100 people, the Bishops of Victoria on 18 March deter-
mined the immediate suspension of public liturgies, celebrations of 
the Mass, until further notice and the suspension of all other          
gatherings. Such Church regulations are current in Ireland and Italy. 
In the light of these activities, all Catholics in Victoria are dispensed 
from their Sunday obligation to take part in Mass until further notice. 
We are encouraged to continue our prayer life at home, reflecting on 
the scriptures and making a spiritual communion as was the practice 
during the Spanish flu. 
 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: In the 1700’s, St Alphonsus Liguori wrote 
a special prayer for spiritual communion: 
My Jesus, I believe you are really here in the Blessed Sacrament. I 
love you more than anything in the world, and I hunger to receive 
you. But since I cannot receive Communion at this moment, feed my 
soul at least spirituality. I unite myself to you now as I do when I actu-
ally receive you. 
 
THANK YOU:  to Tom Allen, Nelson Graham, Maree Shields, Glenn 
Morris and the Liturgy Team for helping the parish stream it’s first 
Mass on line. We will continue to stream Mass each Sunday until 
further notice. 
 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) & THANKSGIVING: We urge those of 
you who financially support the parish via envelope donations- cash- 
to consider direct payments from your bank or credit card.  This will 
reduce the physical contact of those who volunteer to count the    
collections.  To register for this system, please collect a form from the 
Parish Office.  Please complete the form and return to the office.  All 
information is handled with the utmost confidentiality, privacy and 
security.  The arrangement may be easily and quickly cancelled or 
amended by contacting the Parish Office and advising of the     
changes to be made. 
Those who do not wish to sign up for direct debit or credit, your    
contributions may also be made by electronic transfer directly to the 
Church bank account.  Details of the account are: 
1st Collection (Support of Clergy) 
Account Name:  Our Lady of Mt Carmel Parish-Presbytery Account 
BSB:  083 347 
Account number:  674466042 
2nd Collection (Thanksgiving) 
Account Name:  Our Lady of Mt Carmel Parish-Church Account 
BSB:  083 347 
Account number:  546358602 
Please include your surname (Thanksgiving number if you have one) 
as the detail so we can identify your contribution. 
It is expected that the Parish income will be severely reduced by the 
impact of this most awful virus, and that demands for Pastoral      
services will significantly increase because of it.  We thank all       
Parishioners for their continued Financial Support which we need to 
enable us to fulfil our Parish vision of fulfilling Christlike relationships 
of friendship and faith, valuing one another and sharing our gifts for 
the good of all. 

4th week of Lent: 
Gospel Reflection:  

Like the man in the Gospel, part of our faith journey is coming to 
see Jesus a he really is, and not as we suppose or want him to be. We must 
allow the eyes of our heart to be opened by the Holy Spirit so that we may 
come to not merely know about Jesus, but to know Jesus as a real, living 
person in our lives. 

Reflective Question: 

In these times of uncertainty and fear how can we see more clearly, 
looking through the eyes of Christ in all we meet and do? 

Personal Reflection: 
 Heavenly Father, all my hope is in you. In your Son, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, please keep my eyes fixed on you. Amen 






