
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 
BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,     

SUNBURY,  WILDWOOD 
Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060     

                                        Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  
 
 

 

Liturgy Times  
Mon 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of Word 
Tues 2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Care 
Wed 9.30am St Anne’s 
Sat 5.30pm St Anne’s 
Sun  8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.00pm St Anne’s  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
OLMC 10-10.30am Saturday 

  

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Priest Assisting:  Fr John Papworth SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

29th December 2019 
Feast of the Holy Family 

First Reading:      Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 127:1-5 
Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk 

in his ways. 
Second Reading:      Colossians 3:12-21 
Gospel Acclamation:  Colossians 3:15,16 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live within 

you. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:        Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Rany AZORES Cassie O’KEEFE Phillip 
ROWAN Chris TELFER Ruth WEATE 
 

Recently Deceased: Odette KARAM 
 

Anniversaries:  Margaret, Nina & Maria CAUCHI 
Frank FLORES  

 

THE HOLY FAMILY– HOLY REFUGEES 

When they fled Israel and fought safety in Egypt, Jesus and his family be-
came refugees. They fled their own country because of fears that they would 
be sought out by the ruling military forces and that Jesus, if not all of them, 
would be put to death. What might have happened if Egypt had denied them 
access or kept them locked up interminably in a detention centre? Was the 
plight of this holy family really very different from the situations faced by so 
many families today who flee their war-torn and oppressive countries to seek 
refuge and safety in a new land? 

© Greg Sunter 

 

CALLED OUT OF EGYPT:  

So, for Joseph and Mary, conditions for family life are far from ideal. What the 
Matthean narrative brings out, however, is that it is precisely the forced dis-
lodgement to Egypt that enables the infant Messiah to recapitulate the experi-
ence and captivity of his people in Egypt and to come more directly in this 
way, like Israel, under the scope of God's liberating and saving power. It ren-
ders applicable to Jesus what the prophet Hosea spoke in God's name with 
respect to Israel, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son’. All that has happened, 
therefore, including especially the disturbance and threat, is gathered up and 
woven into the divine plan foreshadowed in the scriptures. Israel was ‘God's 
child’ in a metaphorical sense. Jesus is God's Child in a unique sense. In his 
person, ‘God is with us’ (Emmanuel) in the intimacy and immediacy of family 

relationships. 

Later, Jesus will also say of those ‘who do the will’ of his Father in heaven 
that they are ‘my brother and sister and mother ...’ (Mt 12:47-50). Here, in the 
truth that Jesus draws us into his own divine family life, teaching us to pray, 
‘Our Father, ...’ (Mt 6:9), lies the foundation for the dignity of all family life. But 
the fact that neither Matthew's Infancy Story, nor that of Luke, presents an 
idyllic picture of the life of the Holy Family may be for us a greater consolation 
than if that were in fact the case. ‘Holiness’, according to the scriptural under-
standing, is where God is. And Matthew's account, in particular, brings out the 
way in which God is present to the family of Jesus amid violence, forced 
movement and perplexity. If our own family life is not perfect nor totally im-
mune from such trials that is perhaps all the more reason to believe in the 

saving presence of God as our Immanuel. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

 

 

 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



The following children from our parish will be baptised this Sun-
day: 
Ava MCGARVEY 
William VAN ESSEN 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
SUNDAY MASSES DURING JANUARY & FEBRUARY– as is our custom, 
all Masses will be celebrated at St Anne’s Church from the 5 January 2020 to 
23 February 2020. St Anne’s has cooling for the health of all in summer. 
 
LAP FUNDRAISING:  thank you to the staff and students at St Anne’s Prima-
ry School who raised a massive $850.85 for the orphans living in Jakarta with 
HIV/AIDS. The school had a   casual clothes day and students donated spare 
change and what a difference this will make to the children in Jakarta. 
 
SUNBURY PARISH 2020:  for the New Year our parish is looking forward to 
more growth. Our Evergreens are gathering regularly for social afternoons or 
outings so keep an eye out and join in the fun. 
Our Sunbury Engage Youth Group is also growing with many activities 
planned for the New Year. The group gathers Tuesday weekly during school 
term with our 2 leaders Stacey & Nikhil who organise fun activities for the 
growing group. Our Youth Group is for 12-17 year olds who enjoy social gath-
erings and who want to make a difference in the world. We usually have a 
fundraiser for a worthy charity each term to help make the world better. We 
also have access to a Hume Grant for 2020 so outings are also on the agen-
da for 2020– Keep posted! 
Parish Finance Committee consists of Fr Kevin, Peter Rush, Peter Readman, 
Jim Foran, Michael McConville, Glenn Morris, Tony Kiley, Mary Macdermid, 
Austin Hoban and Chris Hogan. The group have been working hard to ensure 
the Parish financial situation is stable. The group meet regularly to discuss the 
current financial needs of the parish (especially the ongoing maintenance of 
parish buildings & parish income) to ensure the financial viability of our parish 
for the future. One of the recent decisions of the Finance Committee was to 
demolish the abandoned house at 105 Riddell Rd, Sunbury which has be-
come derelict after being tenanted for many years until approximately 3 years 
ago. Each committee member brings their expertise to the group to ensure  
well rounded and expert advice is given to Fr Kevin as he leads our parish 
into the future. 
Our three Catholic Primary Schools continue to grow in numbers with Holy 
Trinity, our newest school, being approved for Stage 2 of its development. Fr 
Kevin & Krystine Hocking, our Principal, have appointed an architectural firm 
to ensure the school develops to its fullest potential and each child will be 
engaged in their education and their wellbeing needs are met. Stage 2 will be 
completed in 2021 to accommodate the growing numbers. 
  
COLUMBAN CALENDARS:  are now available from the Piety Stall for $10 
per copy. They are a beautiful and useful calendar that would make the per-
fect present. Proceeds support the missionary work of the Columban Fathers. 
 
HARVEST JOURNEYS:  are offering Pilgrimage Tours for 2020/2021. For 
information on the tours available please check out www.harvestjourneys.com 
or call 1800 819 156 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS: 
Tuesday 31 December 2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Care 

THANK YOU:  to all the volunteers who helped to make the 
Christmas Masses for our Parish go so well when about 2,000 
people attended. Thank you to the musicians who selected and 
rehearsed all the carols and hymns weeks in advance. 
Thank you to the lectors and ministers of communion, those who 
helped set up and pack up the church with all the extra chairs. 
Thanks to those who set up for Masses, altar servers, AV opera-
tors, cleaners and altar care people. Also to the car park attend-
ants who ensured everyone parked safely with the extra demands 
of traffic in small areas. We also thank the ladies who have organ-
ised the flowers for the Church for Christmas– they are beautiful. 
Thank you to the children who sang in the choir and the children 
who did the Nativity re-enactment for us at 6pm Mass. The chil-
dren rehearsed most lunch times during the last 2 weeks of 
school with their teacher Mr Simon Maltese who gave up his time 
to help them. 
We also thank Fr Kevin and Fr Michael who ensured the Masses 
were very special and a real celebration of the birth of our Sav-
iour, Jesus Christ.  
 
FAREWELL MESSAGE by Huy Nguyen:  
Dear Fr Kevin and parishioners, 
I would like to say a few words to you from the bottom of my heart 
as I leave the parish to embark on my new journey in years 
ahead. 
 

First and foremost, I deeply thank you - Fr Kevin, for your gener-
ous hospitality in welcoming me into this parish family full of vi-
brancy and dynamism. Your dedication and leadership as a shep-
herd has given me a lot of inspiration and encouragement in serv-
ing parishioners entrusted to your pastoral care. Thank you also 
in giving me many opportunities getting involved with different 
ministry groups to broaden my pastoral horizon and enrich my 
day-to-day experiences in the parish. May God bless you abun-
dantly and shower over you grace upon grace in your pastoral 
ministry at OLMC parish. 
 

Next, I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to my feedback group 
and those working in the parish office. You have given me many 
constructive criticisms and practical help in moulding my pastoral 
style in a better way. Without your honesty and sincerity, I would 
hardly learn things as much as I can. I thank God for your compe-
tency and contribution to parish life. May God continue to bless 
you and guide you every day to complete each other in love and 
service. 
 
Last but certainly not least, I would like, from my grateful heart, to 
thank each and every parishioner present here or absent. Thank 
you for your love, your acceptance, your affective handshakes, 
your warm-hearted hugs in every Sunday Mass. These small, but 
powerful, gestures are contagious and life-giving. I am very much 
encouraged by your presence at weekday and Sunday Masses, 
especially your faith witness in daily lives which I have a privilege 
to hear during my home visits. I will hold these fond memories in 
my heart and will pray for your faith journey in life. 
 
Finally, my pastoral placement over 6 months at OLMC parish 
has come to an end. This past period is truly a blessing for my 
journey of priesthood. Once again, thank you Fr Kevin and every-
one for your big hearts. GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND— 4 January 

ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Nil St Anne’s Church– Lisa Crotty Chris Perry Julie Daniels COUNTERS: John & Judith Bracher 
Judith Ibrahim  GIFT SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians LECTORS:  Angelo Altair Lyn Mandouit Moira Sullivan Vince Aiossa MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION: 5.30pm Patricia & Angelo Altair Mary Baensch Vicki Heath 4 Standby Ministers  8.30am Monica Allen Lloyd D’Crus Carmen Micallef        
5 Standby Ministers   10.30am John Bottams Christine Cassar Divino Costales Johanne Dajic 4 Standby Ministers  5.00pm Ervin Avina 2 Standby      
Ministers  Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  No Sessions  


