
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 

BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,     

SUNBURY,  WILDWOOD 
Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060     

                                        Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Liturgy Times  
Mon 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of Word 
Wed 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid 9.15am St Anne’s 
Sat  5.30pm St Anne’s 
Sun  8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.00pm OLMC  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
OLMC 10-10.30am Saturday 

  
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Priest Assisting:  Fr John Papworth SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 8746 6800 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 8746 6464 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

3rd November 2019 
31st Sunday Ordinary Time 

First Reading:      Wisdom 11:22-12:2 
Psalm Response:  Psalm 144:1-2,8-11,13-14 
I will praise your name for ever, my king and 

my God 
Second Reading:      2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 
Gospel Acclamation:  John3:16 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God loved the world so much he gave us his 

only son, hat all who believe in him might 
have eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:        Luke 19:1-10 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Perpetua BALAI  Blake CAMPBELL      
Napolean CAPULE Agnes CROOK  Hazel FORD 
Fr Bert FULBROOK  Peter LUCAS   Jack 
MEVISSEN Lina SALVALGGIO  Sylvia’s Unborn 
baby Chris TELFER Ruth WEATE 
 
Recently Deceased: Pauline HULL Cheryl 
MCCARTHY Don MILLER Gerard TEMMING  
 
Anniversaries:  Sharon BONELLO Bill & Nellie 
CLARK Douglas DUGGAN Terrence FARIA   
Diamond JACOB Esmie LESLIE Ernest MILLETT 
Helen WILLIAMS Loretto WOLTER  

 

A FRESH LOOK AT PURGATORY 

During the year we celebrate the feasts of many individual saints, men and women who lived 
exemplary lives. They were holy souls, outstanding in virtue and giants of the Christian way 
of life. The Church deemed it necessary to canonise them and call them SAINTS. But every 
man and woman, boy and girl, and infant who enters Heaven, they too are saints. They did 
not win Heaven by pulling themselves up by their bootstraps or through any merits of their 
own. Heaven is a gift from the merciful Father, the redemptive grace of the death and resur-
rection of Jesus, the Son of God, and the sanctification by the Holy Spirit. It is the will of God 
that all should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. On 1 November, not only do 
we honour all the saints in heaven, we also praise and worship the God who saves. 

The doctrine of purgatory is underpinned by this biblical verse: ‘nothing defiled shall enter 
heaven.’ Since ‘nothing defiled can enter heaven’, souls need to be purified or purged. The 
first thing about Purgatory is that it is not a punishment but a purification of the soul. Let me 
clear up some misconceptions around the doctrine of Purgatory. Nowhere does the Church 
teach that Purgatory is a place. Nowhere does the Church teach about how long God takes 
to purify a soul. Nowhere does the Church teach how God goes about the purification pro-
cess. Purgatory is not a place, but a state or a process of purification. God is not limited by 
time in the way we understand time. As the Holy Book says, ‘with God a thousand years are 
like a single day.’ Fire is used to purify metals such as gold. The word ‘fire’ with relation to 
Purgatory is used metaphorically, not literally. 

Over the years I have become more certain that the process of purification starts this side of 
death. As a young Christian Brother I well remember joining in a monthly spiritual exercise of 
prayers for a happy death. One of the prayers went like this: ‘Lord, send me here my Purga-
tory.’ At that point I used to soft-pedal on that prayer. Now that I find myself in a situation of 
suffering, I realise God is working on me to purify me and prepare me for Heaven. Now, that 
is Purgatory. I now bemoan the fact that I lacked awareness that God has been purifying me 
all my life. With every failure, every humiliation, every little cross, every bit of suffering, I now 
realise the Holy Spirit has been purifying me and making me holy. The process of purification 
has not yet finished. There is more Purgatory ahead.  

One of my favourite passages of Scripture is this: 

‘The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Arise, and go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. And the vessel he was 
making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into anoth-
er vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. Then the word of the Lord 
came to me: “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has 
done?” declares the Lord. “Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are 
you in my hand, O house of Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:1-6) 

Now I hear the Lord saying to me, ‘Bert, can I not do with you as this potter has done? 
Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O Bert.’ God is my Pot-
ter reshaping me into the vessel of his choosing. God is also your Potter shaping you into 
the vessel of his choosing. In the end we shall all be saints. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook, SDB 
 
NOVEMBER– THE MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE:  during the month of November, we will 
have our Parish Book of Remembrance brought up in the Procession of Gifts at each Mass. 
Blank sheets will be available for parishioners to write their loved ones names and placed 
into the folders at each Church. 
 
Also, during November we will celebrate our faithful departed with our Parish Memorial Mass 
at St Anne’s Church on Tuesday 12    November at 7.30pm with a cuppa afterward. Fr Kevin 
will also be blessing graves on Sunday 24 November: 3pm Bulla Cemetery and 3.30pm 
Sunbury Cemetery– All are welcome. 

Parish Vision:  Christlike relationships of friendship and faith,    
valuing one another and sharing our gifts for the good of all 



MORNING TEA:  will be hosted next Sunday after 8.30am Mass 
by Jacksons Hill Neighbourhood. All welcome! 
  
UPCOMING ADVENT MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Tuesday 10 December 2.30pm  Goonawarra Aged Care 
Wednesday 11 December 10.30am  St Anne’s Church 
Friday 13 December 2.30pm  Riddell Gardens Aged Care 
Tuesday 17 December 2.30pm  Lions Hostel 
Tuesday 31 December 2.30pm  Goonawarra Aged Care 
 
FR BERT:  has been moved to Calvary Bethlehem Hospital, 152 Co-
mo Parade West, Parkdale 3195. This hospital is a leading provider for those 
with Motor Neurone Disease. 
 
NEW STUDENTS BEING WELCOMED:  our three Parish Schools are pres-
ently  having orientation sessions for the 172 children beginning Prep 
(Foundation Year) in January. 
 
CATHOLICS GIVING TO THE POOREST:  The Italian Catholic Church is 
providing $1.6 million to refugees in South Sudan where violence rages. The 
program is being coordinated by Caritas South Sudan. 
Monsoon rains have caused severe floods displacing more than 1.5 million 
people in Bangladesh. Caritas Bangladesh is helping bring aid to those suffer-
ing. 
 
TENNIS CHAMPIONS– COMMITTED CHRISTIANS:  This year’s Wimbledon 
winners Simona Halep and Novak Djokovic are committed Christians who 
have received prestigious awards from their respective Churches– the Roma-
nian Orthodox Church and the Serbian Orthodox Church. Novak, No. 1 tennis 
player in the world, was awarded in 2011 for his promoting religious and so-
cial initiatives. 
 
SUNBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD KITCHEN CHRISTMAS TRIVIA 
(FUNDRAISER):  
DATE: THUR 5 DECEMBER 2019  
TIME: 7.30PM  
VENUE: SUNBURY UNITED SPORTING CLUB, Mitchells Lane, Sunbury 
COST:  $10.00 for the trivia 
Meals and drinks are available at bar prices. Trivia & Dinner bookings contact: 
Sunbury United Sporting Club  www.susc.com.au or 9740 6511   
 
CONGRATULATIONS:  last Thursday at the gathering of Melbourne’s 300 
Catholic School Principals, Noelene Hussey was among those honoured for 
their 20 years of service as a Principal. Noelene was principal of St Catherine 
School, Melton West before coming to St Anne’s School. 
 
A DEEP ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION NEEDED FOR OUR COMMON 
HOME:  on 26 October, the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, released their 
final document stating the “unprecedented” environmental and social crisis in 
the Amazon called for a “deep personal, social and structural conversion” that 
leads to new ways of caring for “our common home”. Rev Matthew Baldwin 
from Sunbury was a secretary and translator at this synod. He will  be working 
at synods for the next five years. 
 
CATHOLIC MISSION:  thank you to all those who gave generously to the 
Catholic Mission appeal last Sunday. Your donation will support the work 
being done to help communities build infrastructures to make them better– 
schools, hospitals, water sources, agriculture, etc. For more info call 1800 257 
296 or catholicmission.org.au 

Plenary Council Update – As we move into this second phase of 
the Plenary Council journey we are invited to reflect on Scripture, 
Church teaching and our contemporary situation to discern what it 
is that God is asking of us. 
During this month of November our parish community will be re-
flecting about the National Theme for Discernment: How is God 
asking us to be a Christ-centred Church in Australia that is 
humble, healing and merciful? This is one of the six National 
Themes for Listening and Discernment that is preparing the Aus-
tralian Church for the Plenary Council. 
To help you contribute to the process you can choose a Parish 
Listening and Discernment experience on either the evening of   
27 November at 7.30pm or the morning of 28 November at 
10am. The sessions will be in the parish centre. You will have the 
opportunity to nominate for your choice of session after Masses 
on the weekend of 9 & 10 November.  
 
YEAR 12 STUDENTS:  let us hold them in prayer as they com-
plete their final exams for VCE in these next few weeks. 
 
VINNIES NEWS:  Thank you for your past and current support of 
the St Vincent de Paul Society and its “Good Works.” However, 
we would like to draw your attention to, and provide information of 
our Assist A Student program. The AAS program assists students 
in very poor circumstances in countries to our north to get to 
school We all appreciate that education is the key in helping peo-
ple to get out of the poverty cycle. It costs $70 to assist one stu-
dent for one year. For further information please call 9895 5800 
and brochures are on the Welcome Desk of St Anne’s Church.. 
Thank you for your interest, Sunbury SVDP Conference 
 
Also, Vinnies has recently launched No Interest Loan Scheme. 
Loans can be from $300-$1500 for the purchase of essential 
goods and services, such as household items, car repairs, medi-
cal or dental expenses and can be repaid over 12 months. To 
qualify you must have a Health care card or Pension card or be 
low income earner, reside in current premises for more than 3 
months and show willingness and capacity to repay loan. For 
more info call 5229 8829 or email             
enquiries.nils@vinniesnils.org.au. 
 
NEWS FROM OUR YOUTH GROUP:  Tuesday 22 October we 
had a visit from the Macedon Ranges Specialist School where we 
presented them with a cheque for over $700 to support their 
school. This money was raised by having a BBQ after Mass dur-
ing Term 3 and setting up a Go Fund Me page.  
Our guests were treated to a BBQ. It was lovely to see the youth 
group bonding and enjoying time with each other and working on 
projects to make the world better. Term 4 promises to be just as 
great! We will be working to support Petshaven which shelters 
pets who are looking for their forever home.  
 
GIANT CAR BOOT SALE & CRAFT MARKET  Sunbury Uniting 
Church is holding its 16th annual ‘Car Boot Sale & Craft Market’ 
on Saturday 16th November, 8.30am–2pm (inside and on the 
Village Green) with over 50 cars and inside handcraft stalls!  Car 
sites still available but be quick!  The cost is $25 (+$10 PL insur-
ance if you don’t have your own).  Contact Helen on 0407 506 
507 or helenhall88@gmail.com . 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND— 9 November 
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Peter Readman St Anne’s Church– Sonja & Steven Perkovic Natalie Xerri   COUNTERS: John & 
Judith Bracher Judith Ibrahim  GIFT SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians  LECTORS:  Michael Hetherington Peter Readman Assistance Required  
Jane Voon MINISTERS OF COMMUNION: 5.30pm Mimi Quattrone Barry Roberts Yvonne Rozario Calvin Ryan Pauline Sharma Angelo Snell Dawn 
Westwood Sue Wight  8.30am Graeme & Lynne Simpson Monica Allen Tom Allen Ann Chircop Lili Lupa Lloyd D’Crus Assistance Required  10.30am 
Gary Plummer Mick Hetherington Teresa Kiploks Mark Perry Mary Macdermid Terry Sweeney Moira Sullivan Assistance Required      
5.00pm Assistance Required   Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  5.30pm Carol Preaudet 10.30am Sr Jose` Noy 


