
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 

BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,     

SUNBURY,  WILDWOOD 
Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060     

                                        Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Liturgy Times This Week   
Mon 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of Word 
Thurs 9.15am St Anne’s  
Fri 9.15am St Anne’s 
Sat  5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun  8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.00pm St Anne’s 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
OLMC 10am– 10.30am    

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 0473 925 326 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

6 January 2019 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

First Reading:              Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm Response:          Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Second Reading:           Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Gospel Acclamation:     Matthew 2 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East: and have 

come to adore the Lord 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:            Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Ingrid ARVINE Leonie BOURKE Victor 
BOWELL  Elaine CASTLE  Jeff CHAFFEY 
Rose CIANTAR     William DE LA PENA   
Christopher DOUTRE Tony HETHERINGTON  
Kevin HULL Jan & Peter KEOGH  Lorraine 
LILBURNE  Eden LISTER Carmelita ROCCO          
Tina RODRIGUEZ   
   
 

Anniversaries:   Peter & Ulyses D’SOUZA 
James MCGOVERN Zenaiba RIVERA  

 
 
 

 

STARS AND SEEKERS AFTER TRUTH 

There is a fascination with stars: their beauty shining and sparkling in the dark      
canopy of the night; amazement and wonder at their number and extent. 
And who amongst us hasn’t stolen a furtive glance at the horoscopes, half           
humorously checking ‘what the stars hold for me’. 
The Magi, the wise men in today’s gospel story, were not like the writers of our     
horoscope columns. They were astronomers – astrologers from ancient religions 
found to ‘the East’ of Bethlehem, perhaps modern day Iraq or Syria.  
In particular, they would have thought that the birth of those destined to be great 
figures would be signalled by unusual constellations of events in the night sky. They 
really believed that stars greatly influenced and controlled the destiny of human   
beings. 
But, these Magi were open to the insights of other religious traditions. And it was that 
combination of their own religion of astrology and their reading about Jewish        
expectations of a wonderful person who would inaugurate a new epoch of history, 
which led them to:  
To what? To whom?  
To Jesus, in a nondescript dwelling, in a nondescript town, hovered over by an     
exhausted Mary and a protective Joseph. 
This would be a most unexpected culmination of their journey. 
Yet, because they were genuine seekers after truth, they were open enough to see 
in this baby what their own religious teaching had prepared them for, even as they 
were led beyond that religious system. 
They were the first non-Jewish people to kneel before that infant. They did homage 
to this baby. Why? I think it was because they realised that the stars did not control 
this infant. 
On the contrary: ‘There is something in this baby which caused the night sky to    
respond. This baby is responsible for the movement of the stars!’ 
They were sufficiently filled with wonder that they preserved the child from the    
deadly schemes of Herod, not reporting where they had found him. 
And, then they returned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a 
different journey after encountering the Child.  
What does this Gospel passage hold for us today?  
Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the manger? 
In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting each and every 
one to become seekers after Truth. 
People may be trapped in the limiting language of their astrology or Buddhism, or an 
ideology such as atheism or whatever. Of course, those systems of thought cannot 
save anyone. 
But, individually and personally, Buddhists and atheists and astrologers can be set 
on a journey towards ‘the Love which moves the sun and all the stars’ (Dante).  
As a person responds to the (often anonymous) prompting of the Holy Spirit and 
tries to lead a good humane life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can 
draw them into the saving life of God.  
This is where we differ drastically from some fundamentalists. The Catholic Church 
believes that the billions in China and India, who have never heard the Gospel, can 
be saved. 

PTO 



The Christmas season reaches an apex with the Epiphany. In some     
liturgical traditions, it is the central celebration of Christmas. It              
commemorates not only the birth of Christ and the visit of the Magi, but 
also his baptism in the Jordan and the manifestation of his glory at the 
wedding feast of Cana. In the Roman Catholic tradition, the focus is on the 
visit of the Magi and the implications of that visit for the glorious           
manifestation of God to all the peoples of the world.  
There is a wonderful summons to alertness and presence of mind and 
heart, a call for all the nations to witness the marvellous works of God that 
shine as light in the midst of the surrounding darkness. The light of God is 
known in the ways in which the most vulnerable in the city are cared for 
and acknowledged. In just action and righteousness, the city becomes the 
beacon of God, and all the nations are attracted by this light. The quality 
of the light leads the way through the darkness and sustains the world in 
goodness and peace.  
The manifestation of God among us changes the ways in which we     
perceive each other. Christ's birth provides us with the light by which we 
see a new criterion for relating. The Magi represent the multi-ethnic and 
cultural diversity in civic and parish situations, as well as the many       
religions of the world. All people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can 
be co-heirs with Christ.  

© Dianne Bergant CSS 
 

THE STORY OF THE TWO POTS: 

A water bearer had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole, 
which he carried across his back. One of the pots had a crack in it, while 
the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water. At 
the end of the long walk from the stream to the house, the cracked pot 
arrived only half full. 
After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, the cracked pot 
spoke to the Bearer one day by the stream, “I am ashamed of myself,   
because this crack in my side allows my water to leak out all the way back 
to your house.” 
The Bearer said to the pot, “Did you not notice that there are flowers on 
your side of the path, but not on the other pot’s side? That’s because I 
have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your 
side of the path, and every day while we walk back you water them. For 
two years I have been able to pick these flowers to decorate the table. 
Without you being just the way you are, we would not have such 
beauty.” 
      … Author Unknown 
 
  

But, such persons, even leading humane lives, do not savour 
the fullness of Truth as we do with the privilege of having the 
scriptures and the sacraments. Where it is possible, we are 
obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth.  
That Truth which we have the privilege of understanding leads 
us to accept the claims made on us by the baby to whom the 
Astrologers paid homage:  
We understand and accept that He is the Body Language of 
God, that He is ‘God with us’, Emmanuel, that He is The     
Answer to all the seeking after truth and the yearning of the 
human heart. 

O come, let us adore Him.        
  

© Fr Michael Tate 
 
THANK YOU AND BEST OF LUCK:  to Coreen & 
Colin Wilson as they leave our parish to be closer to their 
family. We thank them for all the work they have both done 
in our parish over the last 10 years.  They have looked after 
Evergreens for the last few years and many have enjoyed 
the outings and social gatherings thanks to Colin & 
Coreen’s leadership.  
They have also been part of Music Ministry, Lectors,      
Minister of Communion, posties, parish assemblies and 
many other parish activities.  
We have been blessed to have you as part of our parish 
and we pray that you will both be happy in your new parish. 
 
MASSES AT OLMC CHURCH:  Please note an error in 
the Parish Calendar for 2019. The correct time for the      
Sunday Evening Mass is 5pm following the parishioners’ 
vote last year. During the hot weather in January and     
February the Sunday evening Mass is celebrated in St 
Anne’s Church which has cooling for the health benefits of 
everyone. Hence from this Sunday, January 6th, all     
Masses will be held at St Anne’s 
 
PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION FROM  SUNBURY 
PARISH:  based on the Small Group Discussions held in our 
parish throughout November, an accumulation of the topics 
has been forwarded to the Plenary Council which adds to over 
28000 submissions for the council to consider. Hard copies of 
our submission are available on the Welcome Desk in St 
Anne’s foyer and on the parish website. Copies can be 
emailed if you wish. Please call the parish office on 9744 1060 
if you require a copy.   …..Have you made your submission to 
Plenary Council yet??? Need Help? Visit the Parish Office. 

 

 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Nil (No Masses)  St Anne’s Church– Lisa Crotty Chris Perry Julie Daniels COUNTERS: John &    
Judith Bracher Judith Ibrahim GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer Pam Fairbairn LECTORS: Phyllis Jacob Peter Readman Christine Wallace Angelo Altair           
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION: 5.30pm  Vicki Heath Garnet Jacob Val McManus Sashi Nair Eileen Naylor Jennifer Poon Carmel Pritchard   8.30am Liz 
Richards Carmel Wiegerink Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew Swann Lloyd D’Crus 10.30am Mick Hetherington Teresa Kiploks        
Sr Jose` Noy Mark Perry Gary Plummer Moira Sullivan Christine Cassar  5.00pm William Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco  Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word:  school holidays– no sessions 


