
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 

BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,     

SUNBURY,  WILDWOOD 
Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060     

                                        Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  
 

 

Liturgy Times this Week   
Mon 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of Word 
 6.00pm St Anne’s Christmas Mass 
 8.00pm St Anne’s Christmas Mass 
 10.00pm St Anne’s Christmas Mass   
Tues 8.30am St Anne’s Christmas Mass 
 10.30am St Anne’s Christmas Mass 
Thurs 2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Care 
Fri 9.15am St Anne’s 
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.00pm OLMC 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
OLMC 10am– 10.30am    

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s School: 9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Holy Trinity School: 0473 925 326 
Principal:  Krystine Hocking 
 

23 December 2018 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

First Reading:              Micah 5:1-4 
Psalm Response:          Psalm 79:2-3,15-16,18-19 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 

face and we shall be saved. 
Second Reading:           Hebrews 10:5-10 
Gospel Acclamation:     Luke 1:38 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will 

for me be done. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:              Luke 1:39-44 
 

24-25 December 2018 
Christmas Eve/ Christmas Day 

First Reading:              Isaiah 9:1-7 
Psalm Response:          Psalm 95:1-3, 11-13 
Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord 
Second Reading:           Titus 2:11-14 
Gospel Acclamation:     Luke 2:10-11 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world; 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
Gospel:              Luke 2:1-14 
 
 
 
 

    

The God of Surprises Arrived at BethlehemThe God of Surprises Arrived at BethlehemThe God of Surprises Arrived at BethlehemThe God of Surprises Arrived at Bethlehem    
No one predicted that God would come as a saviour being born as a homeless person, 
born outside the crowded town of Bethlehem where there was no room for Mary and 
Joseph. Jesus begins his earthly life indicating his future public ministry which he will 
centre on the outcasts and the downtrodden as seen in Luke’s gospel. 
In a Palestinian home, the few sheep they owned were kept inside in the winter at night 
giving off some warmth to the family who slept on mats. Mary and Joseph found a space 
with straw on the floor while the sheep were outside in the fields where the shepherds 
protected them. This secluded space was ideal for a mother to give birth. 
The first witnesses to the birth of our Saviour were the illiterate shepherds who were held 
in the lowest position in that society. In two week’s time we shall celebrate the visit of the 
Wise men from the East as Matthew’s gospel narrates. Only two gospels have a Nativity 
account. 
Luke situates the Nativity account in actual history– during the reign of Caesar Augustus. 
Caesar was the sole superpower at that time and was called the ‘saviour’ as there was 
peace and prosperity in a absence of war. Christ would bring a different type of peace– 
peace established by loving one another, not established by the brutal force of military 
occupation. 
The shepherds on seeing the Child in the manger realise God has been faithful to his 
promise of a saviour. The promise as outlined in our first reading today (Isaiah 9:1-7) has 
been fulfilled “The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light….for there is a 
child born for us– named Mighty-God, Prince of Peace.” St Paul’s letter to Titus tells us 
tonight  “God’s grace has been revealed and it has made salvation possible for the whole 
human race.” (Titus 2:11) 
At a birthday party, we don’t just celebrated on the birth of the person, but their whole life 
with its joys and sorrows. Let us reflect on the whole life of Christ who gave his life for us 
and raised us up in his resurrection. 
 
The Poverty of Bethlehem continues:  Victorian Council of Social Services and eco-
nomic modelling firm NATSEM has uncovered poverty in Victoria. “People are struggling 
in every part of Victoria.” In Hume, one in five residents are living below the poverty line. 
Careworks in Sunbury has seen an increase in referrals for emergency relief. “There is 
certainly a growing amount of poverty here in Sunbury.” the manager said. 
 
Ecumenical Blue Christmas Service:  was held on Thursday at St Andrew’s Church on 
the Village Green for people who are experiencing a sad Christmas due to a major loss in 
their lives by the death of a loved one. The service was led by the Anglican, Catholic and 
Uniting Church Ministers. 
 
Christmas Day:  like a Sunday, Christmas Day is a Holy Day of Obligation when we are 
obliged to take part in the Mass. We are celebrating five Christmas Masses. 
The Christmas season continues until the Feast of the Epiphany, January 8 celebrating 
the visit of the Wise Men to Bethlehem.    PTO

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Ingrid ARVINE Leonie BOURKE Victor BOWELL  Elaine CASTLE  Jeff CHAFFEY 
William DE LA PENA Christopher DOUTRE Tony HETHERINGTON  Kevin HULL Jan & 
Peter KEOGH Eden LISTER Carmelita ROCCO   Tina RODRIGUEZ  Beryl SLOCOMBE 
   
Recently Deceased: David SHARMA 
 

Anniversaries:        Margaret & Nina CAUCHI John SCIBERRAS 



AGEDAGEDAGEDAGED CARECARECARECARE CENTRECENTRECENTRECENTRE:  Over the past 4 years and more intensely over recent 
months, the Parish Finance Committee has been assisting Fr Kevin in discus-
sions with Villa Maria Catholic Homes. The discussions were exploring options for 
the development of an Aged Care and Retirement complex in the land adjoining 
St Anne’s Church and School. 
Unfortunately, at our most recent meeting, VMCH advised us that it will not be 
proceeding with the development in any form. Their extensive research and mod-
elling indicates that, despite the population growth in Sunbury, there will be insuf-
ficient demand for aged care and the proposal will not be financially viable in the 
foreseeable future. 
While we are all greatly disappointed in the news, the Finance Committee will 
continue to assist Fr Kevin with a review in the new year of all parish assets and 
how we might use them to support our pastoral mission and financial future. 
Anyone wishing to discuss the matter may contact Peter Rush, Chairman of the 
Parish Finance Committee on 0418 148 586.  
 
THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS LUNCH:  THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS LUNCH:  THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS LUNCH:  THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS LUNCH:  Sunbury Baptist Church and friends 
warmly invite you to the Gift of Christmas Lunch on December 25 11.30am-2pm 
at Sunbury Baptist Church, 207 Gap Rd, Sunbury. RSVP 9740 7683 or           
admin@sunburybaptist.com 
 

REMEMBRANCE CARDS:REMEMBRANCE CARDS:REMEMBRANCE CARDS:REMEMBRANCE CARDS:  there are remembrance cards for       
parishioners to complete for those who we can’t celebrate Christmas with this 
year. Our loved ones may have entered eternal life or are in hospital, travelling 
afar or living abroad. You are welcome to complete a card and leave in the empty 
manger in the crib in St Anne’s Church foyer.  

THANK YOU:  THANK YOU:  THANK YOU:  THANK YOU:  to all the volunteers who make our Christmas Masses so spe-
cial. All those who make themselves available to provide readers, musicians and 
singers, car park attendants, collectors, children for nativity re enactment, AV 
operators, Ministers of Communion, altar servers, and welcomers. Our parish is 
very grateful to everyone who helped/ will help with setting up for Mass on Sun-
day 23 December. We could not do this without your help. 

A Christmas Prayer 
by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate 

and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift 

and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing  

which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning  

make us happy to be thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven,  

for Jesus' sake. Amen.  

 
CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS:  CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS:  CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS:  CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS:  to all our parishioners and all our visitors. We pray 
that you will have a peaceful Christmas and many  blessings for the New 
Year…...from Fr Kevin and all the Parish Staff  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OCONGRATULATIONS TO OCONGRATULATIONS TO OCONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES:  UR GRADUATES:  UR GRADUATES:  UR GRADUATES:  last week, 
107 of our children graduated from our two parish schools– Our 
Lady of Mt Carmel and St Anne’s. We congratulate the students, 
their parents and teachers on reaching this milestone in their 
education. 
 
HOLY TRINITY SCHOOLHOLY TRINITY SCHOOLHOLY TRINITY SCHOOLHOLY TRINITY SCHOOL––––    PROGRESS REPORT:  PROGRESS REPORT:  PROGRESS REPORT:  PROGRESS REPORT:  at the 
site meeting last Tuesday, the builders stated the actual building 
would be completed by Friday, though the external works will 
continue in early January. The floor coverings are finished. Tel-
stra and electricity are connected. Sun shades have been fitted 
and 75% of the joinery has arrived. The sportsground has been 
finished. The Archbishop will bless the school on 31st March at 
2.30pm. 
 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL:  PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL:  PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL:  PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL:  Members of our Council will 
address us at all Masses this Sunday on a significant matter. 
 
OLMC CHURCH:  OLMC CHURCH:  OLMC CHURCH:  OLMC CHURCH:  repairs to the main entrance have been 
carried out this month following the damage from termites. The 
cost of carpentry and electrical work has been $14000. 
 
Please note an error in the Parish Calendar for 2019. The correct 
time for the Sunday Evening Mass is 5pm following the parishion-
ers’ vote last year. During the hot weather in January and Febru-
ary the Sunday evening Mass is celebrated in St Anne’s Church 
which has cooling for the health benefits of everyone. 
                                                                      …….Kevin McIntosh 
 
FR BERT CHRISTMAS PRAYER:  FR BERT CHRISTMAS PRAYER:  FR BERT CHRISTMAS PRAYER:  FR BERT CHRISTMAS PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, come into our 
hearts this Christmas and live in our hearts for ever. 
     
PLENARY COUNCILPLENARY COUNCILPLENARY COUNCILPLENARY COUNCIL: Does my voice, my experience, sharing 

my story really matter?  
Yes absolutely! Each of us is called as children of God to respond to 
Pope Francis’ invitation to become a “synodal” Church – a Church of 
faith-filled people who speak boldly and with passion, and who listen 
deeply with an open and humble heart. In his address to the Bishops 
of the world, Pope Francis explains the importance of listening,    
dialogue and prayer. “A synodal Church is a Church which listens, 
which realises that listening is more than simply hearing. It is a    
mutual listening in which everyone has something to learn. The   
faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all      
listening to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the ‘Spirit of 
truth’ (Jn 14:17), in order to know what he ‘says to the Church-
es’ (Rev 2:7).” Please make your submission on line at  
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
 

PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION FROM  SUNBURY PAR-PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION FROM  SUNBURY PAR-PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION FROM  SUNBURY PAR-PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION FROM  SUNBURY PAR-

ISH:  ISH:  ISH:  ISH:  based on the Small Group Discussions held in our parish 
throughout November, an accumulation of the topics has been for-
warded to the Plenary Council which adds to over 28000 submis-
sions for the council to consider. Hard copies of our submission are 
available on the Welcome Desk in St Anne’s foyer and on the parish 
website. Copies can be emailed if you wish. Please call the parish 
office on 9744 1060 if you require a copy. 

CDF COMMUNITY FUND:  CDF COMMUNITY FUND:  CDF COMMUNITY FUND:  CDF COMMUNITY FUND:  “Invest with Purpose” supports the 
work of the Church while parishioners can earn good interest on 
investments. Current Term Investment rates can be found in St 
Anne’s Church foyer. For example, 6-12 months 2.7%; 12-24 months 
2.8%, 24 months 2.85%. For more info contact 1800 134 135 at CDF 
customer service.    

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND     

ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Jo S St Anne’s Church– Cedric D’Souza Beth Girdwood Nilu Perera COUNTERS: Kaye Roche Tony 
Tanti Ian Burnside  GIFT SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians LECTORS: Moira Sullivan Colin & Coreen Wilson Terry Sweeney Jo S MINISTERS 
OF COMMUNION:     5.30pm Mimi Quattrone Barry Roberts Yvonne Rozario Calvin Ryan Pauline Sharma Angelo Snell Dawn Westwood Sue Wight  
8.30am Lloyd D’Crus Rex Jacob Lili Lupa Liz Richards Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew Swann 10.30am Anne Smith John & Sheila 
Stafford Moira Sullivan Aileen & Terry Sweeney Grace Tucker Br Barry Parker 5.00pm William Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco  Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word:  school holidays– no sessions 


