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THE REAL PRESENCE 

It is the official Catholic teaching that Christ is really present in the consecrated ele-
ments of bread and wine. By the Middle Ages the real presence of Christ was being reduced 
by many to a merely spiritual presence, in reaction to a crudely physical notion represented, 
for example, in the belief that if one was to scratch the consecrated host, it would bleed. For 
the first time in the history of Catholic doctrine, the Fourth Lateran Council (Lateran IV 1215) 
spoke of ‘transubstantiation’, i.e., the belief that the substance of bread and wine after con-
secration is changed into the body and blood of Christ. This teaching was reaffirmed and 
made more precise by the Council of Constance (1415) and the Council of Trent (1551). 
While the consecrated bread still looks and taste like bread, and the consecrated wine still 
looks and tastes like wine, Catholics believe that a substantial transformation has occurred 
and Christ is present body, blood, soul and divinity in the sacred species. 

The traditional medieval teaching on the real presence was repeated by Pope Paul VI’s 
Mysterium Fidei (1965), an encyclical written against the views of certain Dutch Catholic 
theologians who were attempting to explain the real presence without employing the Scholas-
tic concept of transubstantiation. A mere ‘transignification’ or ‘transfinalization’, the Pope 
insisted, is not sufficient to explain the real presence. Rather, the consecrated elements bear 
not only a new meaning (transignification) and a new purpose (transfinalization) but a new 
substantial reality as well. The pope also reaffirmed the teaching that the real presence con-
tinues after Mass thus defending adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) has taught that the presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist is not confined to the consecrated elements of bread and wine. Christ’s presence is 
fourfold. Christ is present  

in the community which has assembled for worship;  
in the person of the priest who presides in Christ’s name;  
in the word of God which is proclaimed 
in the sacred species themselves (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, n. 7) 

The real presence of Christ in the sacred species comes about through the power of 
the Holy Spirit and through the ordained priest, who ‘confects’ the Eucharist (Lateran Coun-
cil IV). The power of the priest to consecrate the bread and wine is not dependent on the 
personal holiness of the celebrant (Council of Constance). Under the impact of the twentieth-
century liturgical renewal, this traditional emphasis on the role of the ordained priest was 
broadened to include the participation of all the faithful who are present at the celebration of 
the Eucharist. In plain words, while the priest is ordained to utter the words of consecration, it 
is through the power of the Holy Spirit that consecration takes place. But the conscious faith 
of the assembled worshippers also plays a significant part. Both Pius XII’s Mediator Dei 
(1947) and the Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy insisted that the faithful partici-
pate not merely through the priest but along with him (Constitution, n. 48). This is not to say, 
however, that their function is the same as the priest’s.  

(cf CATHOLICISM by Richard P McBrien 1981 Harper & Row Publishers pp 764-765) 

The above is heavy theology. In simple language when we speak of Christ being really 
present in the Eucharist, especially in the consecrated bread and wine, we must remember 
that there are different realities and we must not mix them up. For example, we must not mix 
physical reality with spiritual reality. Physically, the consecrated bread looks and tastes like 
bread, and the consecrated wine looks and tastes like wine, but in faith we believe that we 
are consuming the Body and Blood of Christ. Therefore, we must approach the Sacrament 
with the reverence it deserves. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
 
2020 PLENARY COUNCIL: At the first plenary council held in Sydney in 1844, it was de-
cided to place the Australian Church under the patronage of  Mary, Help of Christians. The 
2020 Plenary Council will be held in Adelaide in October 2020. In preparation, all Catholics 
will be asked to gather to listen to one another, reflect on “What do you think God is asking of 
us in Australia at this time?” We will share our own stories of faith and experiences, good and 
poor of the Church and our thoughts will be submitted online through the Plenary Council 
webpage, www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au.      
  
 

Liturgy Times this Week   
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.00pm OLMC 
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s-Liturgy of Word  
Tues  1.00pm Funeral– Antonina Vella 
Wed 9.15am St Anne’s 
Thurs 9.15am St Anne’s 
 7.30pm Baptist Church–  
  Prayer for Unity 
Frid           9.30am St Anne’s  
 12.15pm OLMC 

RECONCILIATION 
OLMC Church  

10am-10.30am Saturday  
 

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:  9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
 

3 June 2018 
Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

First Reading:           Exodus 24:3-8 
Psalm Response:        Psalm 115:12-13, 15-18 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the 

name of the Lord. 
Second Reading:       Hebrews 9:11-15 
Gospel Acclamation:   John 6:51-52 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the living bread from heaven, says the 
Lord; whoever eats this bread will live for-

ever. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:       Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:     Fr Reginald AHEARN CSsR Francesca 
ALTAIR  Darryl CAMPBELL Patricia CLARK 
Vince COCCOLUTO Lucy DELLAI Patricia 
DUNN   Vera FENTON  Lucilla GHERBINI              
Diamond JACOB Virginia JEWERS    Patricia 
KABAJ Jan & Peter KEOGH  Lorna MACKENZIE 
Joseline MORALES Trevor PALMER  Sharron 
RING 
Recently deceased: Sr Loretto CUFFE  Iolanda 
DI MARCO    Ludia MILENKOVIC Velia 
SCHROEDER Antonina VELLA Emmanuela 
WOODS 

Anniversaries:  Charles CALLEYA 

Special Collection 
This Sunday 

Vinnies Winter Appeal 



JUSTICE IN JUNE:  is coming up in our parish. Our local Vin-
nies work very hard with those most in need in our community. 
We need your support to help them continue the valuable work 
they do. On the Weekends of 2/3 & 9/10 June our parish will be 
holding special collections to support Vinnies. Please be gener-
ous. 
With much to be done for Refugees and Asylum Seekers, our 
parish is also looking to hold special collections on the weekends 
of 16/17 & 23/24 June. For Refugees and Asylum Seekers, we 
ask for donations of non perishable food (please ensure it has not 
already expired), coats and blankets and toiletries. We will ensure 
these goods are delivered to those in need via Vinnies, Brigidine 
Sisters and ASRC in Footscray.  
The items we require are tomato paste, tuna in oil, tomatoes, 
chick peas, pasta sauce, lentils and pasta. These can be left in 
the box at St Anne’s Church and we will arrange for them to be 
delivered to ASRC. 
Your generosity is much appreciated for these very needy and 
worthy causes. 
 
SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN BAPTISM:  If you have a school 
age child who is wanting to be baptised, please contact the parish 
office on 9744 1060 asap. Our baptism preparation and celebra-
tion will happen soon. 
 
2019 PREP ENROLMENTS:  The interviews of students and 
parents will continue at the Parish office on Wednesday morning. 
The number of applications for our three schools has been very 
healthy. 
 
EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets at St. 
Anne’s Church at 10.00 am on Thursdays.  Next Thursday we will 
be continuing to run  a Café programme “Head to Heart”.  This 
week’s session is entitled “The Almighty Father”. 
 All welcome, including children.  For further info/transport please 
contact Lambert & Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 4029 or 0418 
322 596. 
 
STABLE ONE-FOR LOCAL HOMELESS:  On 15 May about 70 
members of the Sunbury Churches met to hear about the Project 
called Stable One in which seven churches in the Yarra Valley work 
together to give shelter on church properties during the winter 
months to the local homeless. The ministers of the Sunbury 
Churches endorsed this proven project on 22 May. The next step is 
to form a steering committee to organize the project. Our parishion-
ers who wish to nominate to be on the steering committee are asked 
to contact Father Kevin (9744 1060) before 4 June. The project will 
be a great example of Christians working together. 

MORNING TEA: will be hosted by Vinnies next Sunbury,  10 June 
after 8.30am Mass. All welcome. Please bring a plate to share. 

  

The following children from iour Parish will be baptised this Sunday 
Lila DENHAM 
Harlow HILL 
Ollie KNAPE 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish. 
 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND: Invest in your 
most precious asset......Your Marriage!  Recharge your relationship 
batteries and explore the precious nature of your marriage, allowing you both 
to share your feelings, hopes and dreams with each other in ways that 
normal, daily living tends to inhibit. 
There is no group sharing. Couples and a priest present the weekend. It is 
based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 2018 
Melbourne weekend dates :  1-3 June, 17-19 Aug,  and 9-11 Nov 2018 
Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals pro-
vided. Information/Bookings: PH: Andre and Maria 0411 225 992 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website:www.wwme.org.au 
 
CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  The ACU Centre for Liturgy is offering a public Short 
Course “From death to new life: preparing and celebrating Catholic funerals” 
at ACU’s Fitzroy campus – 115 Victoria Pde. Fitzroy, over four Wednesday eve-
nings: June 6, 13, 20 and 27, 6.30-8.00pm.  Leading scholars will investigate a 
Christian theology of dying and death and explore how the Order of Christian 
Funerals celebrates death in a specifically Catholic way. Experienced priests and 
funeral directors will discuss how they care for the dead and for those who grieve. 
There will also be an opportunity to prepare a Catholic funeral for yourself or a 
loved one. Registration is essential, at: http://www.acu.edu.au/
acu_centre_for_liturgy/short_courses. For more information phone 02-9701 4751. 
 
HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL– PROGRESS REPORT: As can be easily seen, 
the extensive earthworks have been done. On 22 May a meeting of architects, 
builders, engineers and parish representatives met on site. Next week, the con-
crete slab will be poured. The building works are progressing well. 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: This Sunday, we welcome the relatives 
and friends of those children who are beginning today to be nourished by the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
 
Congratulations to the Children  
celebrating First Eucharist this  
Sunday:  
Tahlia Barnett  Bridie Berne  
Ollie Bowen  Dermott Brunacci 
Julian Cambruzzi   Lincoln Campbell 
Matthew Clarke   Darcy Cardillo 
Christian Cowell   Sarah Crocker  Toby Den Brinker 
Ruby Durnin  Shelby Faalili-Morgan Olivia Fragione 
Kiana Genovese  Angus George  Xavier Glanvill 
Laiken Hall  Rhys Jones  Tess Kelly 
Kayla Massara  Ruby McAllister  Ellie McCormack 
Kaelan Myers  Blake Newitt  Blayke Ohlson 
Matilda Owens  Lachlan Peake  Victoria Peake 
Katarina Perkovic  Rhys Rogan  Archie Salopayevs 
Elly Sciberras  Holly Simiele  Oliver Sykes 
Joshua Urbaniak  Riley Wilson 
  
 
 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Anne Smith CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Yvonne Sparks St Anne’s Church – Nil COUNTERS: Imogen Corrie Mimi Quattrone Judith 
Ibrahim  GIFT SHOP: Pat & Peter Readman Mary Wicks LECTORS: Angelo Altair Joe Kloss Terry Sweeney Jo S MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  
5.30pm Patricia & Angelo Altair Mary Baensch Anne Burnside Paul Fanning James Francis Albert & Diana Mastramico 8.30am Monica Allen Ann Chircop 
Lloyd D’Crus Rex Jacob Lili Lupa Liz Richards Glenda Shanahan 10.30am  John Bottams Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davis Olga Ellul 
Johanna Fahey Tony Hendy Mick Hetherington 5.00pm  Will Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco  



REFRAMING RETIREMENT - Does our sense of vocation, or call-
ing, end with RETIREMENT? We invite you to join us as we reflect on 
this important stage of life. The Day will be held at Heart of Life Spiritu-
ality Centre in Box Hill and facilitated by a qualified Clinical Psycholo-
gist/Spiritual Director on Saturday, 7 July 2018 from 10 am – 4pm. Cost 
$60.  Enquiries and bookings can be made by reply email 
(holsc@bigpond.com) or to tel 03 9890 1101 or 
www.heartoflife.melbourne.  
 
RECONCILIATION WEEK:  27 May to 3 June:  “Don’t keep 
history a Mystery” is the theme for Reconciliation Week 2018. This 
week commemorates two significant milestones in the reconciliation 
journey– the anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum and 
the Mabo decision. 
As an initiative of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and com-
munities of faith across the country, the week of Prayer for Recon-
ciliation was established in 1993 and continues to receive strong 
support. The week long event has been celebrated nationally across 
the general community since 1996.  
As a community we have the opportunity to learn about our shared 
histories, cultures and achievements and to explore how each of us 
can join the national reconciliation effort. 
 
EVERGREENS: committee meeting No. 3 will be held on Tuesday 
12 June at 1.30pm St Anne’s Church Meeting Room. 
 
EVERGREENS SOCIAL GATHERING:  will be on Tuesday 26 
June 12.30pm-2.15pm in the Parish Centre. Come and enjoy a cou-
ple of exciting games and afternoon tea. Please bring a plate. 
 
ANNUAL ANNIVERSARY MASS: Are you celebrating your 
25th, 40th, 50th, or 60th-70th wedding anniversary this year? 
The Life, Marriage & Family Office invite you and your families to 
join us at the Annual Anniversary Mass. The Mass will be celebrated 
at St Patrick's Cathedral on Sunday 29 July at 11am. Couples who 
register will receive commemorative certificates and packs. 
To register visit: www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily or contact the 
Life, Marriage & Family Office on: lmf@cam.org.au or 9287 5587. 
Registrations close Friday 13 July. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK:  
Tues 5 June 7.30am Sunbury Ministers           Baptist Church 
  11am Holy Trinity Site Meeting 
Wed 6 June 3pm Holy Trinity Steering Committee 
  7.30pm Baptism Preparation Meeting 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: was 
brought to Australia from Europe in early 1950’s by Rev Davis 
McCaughey, originally from Northern Ireland, later Moderator of the 
Uniting Church and later State Governor of Victoria and by Fr Tony 
Cleary, originally from the Irish Republic, diocesan chaplain of the 
Legion of Mary and Parish Priest of East Preston and ordination 
chaplain to Father Kevin. 
This year, all the Christians of Sunbury are invited to the Baptist 
Church in Gap Road for the annual prayer service during the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity on Thursday 7 June at 7.30pm. 
 
GOOD NEWS ON OLMC CHURCH:  last Saturday, termite 
experts inspected OLMC Church and found no termites. The church 
foundations were sprayed giving effective protection for the next 
eight years. A contractor has been engaged to replace the front 
entrance which termites have destroyed. 
 
 
 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to the family of 
Iolanda Di Marco who has entered eternal life at nearly 98 years of 
age. Born on a farm near Bolgna, Italy, during the War, she had to 
run the farm as all the men went to war. Her girlfriend was shot by 
the Nazis. She came to Australia and was active in the Newport and 
Keon Park parishes. She was very content at Goonawarra Aged 
Facility for three years. Her funeral Mass last Thursday concluded 
with the committal at Sunbury Cemetery. 
We offer to the family of Velia Schroeder, who has entered eternal 
life aged 78 years. Born in Fossa, central Italy, she came to Austra-
lia to care for her sister who had polio. Velia came to Sunbury in 
1988. Velia was never ill in hospital until five weeks ago. Her funeral 
service was held on Thursday concluding with committal at Sunbury 
Cemetery. 
We offer to Tom Woods as his wife Emmanuela has entered eternal 
life. One day, five members of her immediate family were killed dur-
ing the bombing of Malta in the War. Emmanuela was a sacristan at 
OLMC Church for many years and a daily Mass-goer. Her funeral 
was held on Friday with committal at Sunbury Cemetery. 
 
FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART– POOR MAN MASSES:  
is this Friday 7 June. There is a tradition of giving support to the 
poor as we celebrate this compassionate Heart of Jesus who cared 
for the poor. 
 
CATHOLIC VOLUNTEERS: last year, there were at least 
17 600 volunteers working within our Catholic social services or-
ganizations in Victoria (CSSV). Some examples are 600 volunteers 
in Villa Maria Catholic Homes aged facilities; volunteers at Jesuit 
Social Services giving support to families affected by suicide; help-
ing asylum seekers, etc. 
 
STABLE ONE:  Further volunteers wishing to nominate to be on 
the steering committee are asked to inform Father Kevin by this 
evening. 
 
PLENARY COUNCIL:  there is a need for a steering committee to 
arrange small meetings of parishioners to reflect on “What do you 
think God is asking of us in Australia? Please contact our Parish 
Office this week.  
 
OUR CHURCH ENTERS INTO THE NATIONAL REDRESS 
SCHEME:  Five years ago, the Catholic Church called for a na-
tional redress scheme for survivors of child sexual abuse. On 29 
May 2018, the Bishops and leaders of Religions confirmed their 
support of the Royal Commission’s recommendation for a national 
redress scheme administered by the Commonwealth. They stated: 
“Survivors deserve justice and healing and mercy and have bravely 
come forward to tell their stories.” The Australian Catholic Church 
will set an agency to work effectively with the independent National 
Redress Scheme Operator. 
 
FEAST OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, AS WELL AS THE 
BODY OF CHRIST:  for the Jewish people, blood was the life 
force of any creature. It was not to be shed indiscriminately. Today 
we speak of blood brothers or blood being thicker than water to 
show a particularly close tie. To shed blood, sweat and tears is to 
invest one’s whole being in a person or project. Here Jesus conse-
crates his blood as the blood of the new covenant– a new way for 
humans to be in relationship with God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


