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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
The Ascension is not the celebration of a physical journey into the skies or the clouds, even 
though religious art often portrays this event in that way. The celebration of the Ascension of 
the Lord developed in the early Church to mark the fact that there was a period when Jesus 
of Nazareth was physically present and a subsequent period when he was no longer present 
in the same way.  
 

HEAVEN: Heaven is often portrayed as a ‘place’ in the skies but this can diminish 
the Christian understanding of heaven. “Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the 
deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness… This mystery of 
blessed Communion with God and all who are in Christ is beyond all understanding and de-
scription” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1024, 1027). Heaven is fully participating in the 
life of God. It is our ultimate destiny. St Augustine said, “Our lives are restless until they find 
rest in God.” 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS BY ACTIONS: Francis of Assisi is credited with saying, 
“Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary, use words!” In every interaction we 
have we say so much about who we are, what we think of the other person and what we 
believe– even without opening our mouth. Our actions and attitudes proclaim our beliefs 
more powerfully than our words ever do. If we claim to be concerned about justice and yet 
behave unjustly then it is our actions, not our words, that will be heard! When we are called to 
‘proclaim the Good News” we are called to do this first and foremost in action. 
 

WHAT GOD HAS DONE THROUGH US: While over the 2000 years since the Ascen-
sion, while there have been some tragic failures by Christians, it is good for us to remember 
what God has done in and through us as we have gone out and proclaimed the saving love 
of Christ. Today 33% of the world’s population is Christian, numbering 2.1 billion people, 
making the largest religion in the world, of which 1.1 billion are our Catholic brothers and 
sisters. Many Christians continue to be persecuted or discriminated for their faith, and some 
continue to die for their love of Christ which impels then to seek justice for all. 
 

NEW FEAST DAY– MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH:  Pope Francis has approved the 
celebration of this feast on the Monday after Pentecost Sunday, 21st May. The feast has 
been set up in the hope that the day will encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the 
Church in all Catholics as well as a growth of genuine Marian piety. 
       …..Kevin McIntosh 

 

CONGRATULATIONS:  20 Years of Service! This week Jean Skillecorn was presented with 
a badge from the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul marking 20 years of quiet and cheerful 
service to the needy in Sunbury. The eldest member of our Vincentian family celebrated with 
a delicious cake which was made by our youngest member, Bridget Honner. Congratulations, 
Jean! Many thanks to both! 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST CELEBRATIONS:  Our parish will be celebrating the First Eucharist of 
our young people over 3 weeks from 19 May to 3 June at the 5.30pm ,10.30am and two 5pm 
Masses. Please pray for these children as they begin receiving this Sacrament. 
 

TO THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES OF MELBOURNE: Thank you very much for your gen-
erosity to the Project Compassion campaign this year.  The campaign theme ‘For a Just Fu-
ture’ highlighted the work that Caritas Australia and its partners across the world is doing to 
improve the lives of the poorest of the poor, bringing opportunities to those in need, providing 
hope to those living in poverty. Without your generosity this couldn’t happen, so on behalf of 
Caritas Australia and those we support – again, than you very much. Yours in Christ Jesus, 
(Deacon) Jim Curtain, Diocesan Director, Caritas Australia 10 May 2018 

 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY:  to all those who    
nurture and love our children. May God 
strengthen  you when you need it and give you 
joy as you watch your child grow.  

Liturgy Times this Week   
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s-Liturgy of Word 
Wed          9.15am St Anne’s  
Frid           9.15am St Anne’s  
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.00pm OLMC     

RECONCILIATION 
OLMC Church  

10am-10.30am Saturday  
 

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.   
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:  9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
 

13 May 2018 
The Ascension of the Lord 

First Reading:     Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm Response:   Psalm 46:2-3, 6-9 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 
blare of trumpets for the Lord 

Second Reading:       Ephesians 4:1-13 
Gospel Acclamation:   Matthew 28:19,20 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with 

you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:       Mark 16:15-20 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:     Francesca ALTAIR   Sue ANNETTE 
Darryl CAMPBELL Patricia CLARK Lucy DELLAI  
Vera FENTON  Lucilla GHERBINI  Christopher 
HABER   Harvey HUGHES Diamond JACOB 
Virginia JEWELS Patricia KABAJ Jan & Peter 
KEOGH  Lorna MACKENZIE Fred MENZIES 
Trevor PALMER Sharron RING  Tina SANTIAGO   
Caesar TANNAGAN Carolyn WOCKNER  
 
Anniversaries: John FALZON Crispina & Albira 
IGNO Greta KENNA Barbara LESLIE Dorothy & 
Roy MCGREGOR Joe MIZZI Charles, Frank & 
Nancy PORTELLI Tom & Rose REDDAN 
 
Special collection next weekend 

Chaplaincy Appeal 



ASSISTANCE REQUIRED: as part of our First Eucharist prepara-
tions our children will have a practice for their celebration Masses. 
We require a few Ministers of Communion to assist at the practice 
sessions on the following nights:  Wednesdays 16 May, 23 May & 30 
May from 6.30pm-7.30pm. Any assistance would be of great value to 
our children. Please contact the parish if you can assist on 9744 
1060. 
 

INCREASING NUMBERS OF HOMELESS IN SUNBURY: 
Christian welfare organizations have seen a spike in the numbers of 
people homeless in our town during the first three months this year. 
These are persons who don’t have a regular place to call home. They 
may be couch surfing or sleeping in cars, tents or rough on the 
street. At the meeting of the ministers of the Sunbury Churches last 
Tuesday, information was given of a project caring for the homeless 
by the Churches in the Yarra Valley, called StableOne in which 
seven churches work together during the winter months providing 
space and food for the homeless  -  one night a week at each church 
property. 
On Tuesday 15 May at 7.30pm Jenny Willetts, the founder of Stable 
One will address interested volunteers at the Baptist Church, Gap 
Road. For further information visit the website, at stableone.org. All 
welcome to this meeting which the Sunbury Inter-Church Council 
endorsed at their meeting last Tuesday. 
 

FAMILY WEEK:  to support family week (14-20 May), we will be 
celebrating Mass on Wednesday 16 May at 9.15am with our Grade 
1 children and their parent/grandparent. We invite parishioners to 
bring their family members with them and enjoy a social cuppa after 
mass. Please bring a plate to share. CatholicCare’s theme for this 
year is “Building Connections: Growing Together” and is focused on 
strengthening family relationships and wellbeing. 
CREATING WARMTH, CARE AND POSITIVE ATTENTION:   
 Tell your child how much you love them 

 Tell your child how proud you are of them 

 Smile and look into your child’s eyes when you speak with 
them 

 Create a family games night 

 Hug your child often 

 Create a family photo album and have the children contribute 
 

These are just a few tips. Time is precious when it comes to our kids. 
… Before you know it they grow up and have their own ideas. The 
least we can do as parents is to give them a happy childhood with 
good family memories. 
 

ACCOMODATION REQUIRED: for a Catholic gentleman over 
60 wishing to stay in Sunbury. Looking for board with another single 
person of similar age and Spirituality. Happy to pay board and asso-
ciated costs which can be negotiated. If you can help, please contact 
the Parish Office on 9744 1060. 
    

MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS: The Life, Marriage & Fam-
ily Office warmly invite all expectant mothers and their families to the 
Mass for Expectant Mothers. The Mass will be celebrated by 
Archbishop Denis Hart at St Patrick's Cathedral on Sunday 27 May at 
11.00am. Registrations can be made online at: www.cam.org.au/
lifemarriagefamily or alternatively by contacting: 9287 5587 or 
emailing lmf@cam.org.au. Please note that registration closes on 
Friday 18 May. Expectant mothers who register will receive a small 
token of recognition.   
 
SALESIAN COLLEGE SUNBURY:  College Council will meet on 
Tuesday 15 May at 6pm. 

ANNUAL MASS COUNT:  during the month of May, all parishes in the Arch-
diocese of Melbourne are asked to count all who attend all parish Masses. Our 
collectors will be assisting with this at each mass throughout May. Thank you for 
your assistance and understanding. 
 
ANNUAL ENQUIRY AFTERNOON FOR FUTURE PRIESTS:  will be held 
next Saturday at Corpus Christi College Carlton. The day consists of talks, tours, 
prayer and a meal. Please contact Fr Kevin by Wednesday 4pm for catering ar-
rangements. Further information is available from Vocations Office 9926 5733. 
The need for more priests in the future is very obvious. 
 
CHAPLAINCY APPEAL:  next Sunday all Melbourne Parishes will be collect-
ing funds for the Annual Chaplaincy Appeal. This year the focus is on Prison 
Chaplaincy. The relationship and collaboration between prisoners and Chaplains 
whilst they are in prison is vital to restoring them back onto the road again to re-
join society. Donations raised each year are directed towards supporting Chap-
lains who work with people in custody, young people in youth justice facilities, 
patients and their families in public hospitals, people living with HIV/AIDS and 
Seafarers.  For further info contact the Office of Philanthropy 9926 5731 or 
www.cam.org.au/chaplaincy. 
 
 

CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE: 2018 Knox Public Lecture 
Wednesday 16 May at 7.30pm. Dr Jeff Kildea. What Price Loyalty? Australian 
Catholics in the First World War. Bookings and information: Email 
jill.doncovio@ctc.edu.au or phone 9412 3304 R.S.V.P. ASAP Venue: Catholic 
Leadership Centre, corner Victoria Parade & Hoddle Street, East Melbourne. 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL – VACANCY:  The position of Twin-
ning Officer Co-ordinator has become vacant in the Central Highlands Regional 
Council of the Society of St Vincent de Paul. 
In the Society, a group of members (usually parish-based), is called a conference. 
One role of conference is to become paired and share resources with, a confer-
ence in a developing country. For more information please contact Regional 
President Arthur Donovan,  hlands.pres.council@gmail.com 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND: Invest in your 
most precious asset......Your Marriage! Forget life’s tensions and interruptions 
and rekindle the closeness, intimacy, love and romance that brought you 
together. Recharge your relationship batteries and explore the precious nature of 
your marriage, allowing you both to share your feelings, hopes and dreams with 
each other in ways that normal, daily living tends to inhibit. 
There is no group sharing. Couples and a priest present the weekend. It is based 
around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 2018 Melbourne 
weekend dates :  1-3 June, 17-19 Aug,  and 9-11 Nov 2018 Starts 7pm on Fri-
day. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals provided. Information/
Bookings: PH: Andre and Maria 0411 225 992 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website:www.wwme.org.au 
 

THE MALTESE GĦARB CLUB OF MELBOURNE invites you and your 
family to celebrate The Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to St 
Elizabeth, Sunday 3rd June 2018 St Bernadette’s Catholic Community Centre, 
Cooke Avenue, North Sunshine. Mass at 2:30pm celebrated by Rev Fr Lonnie 
Borg MSSP Followed by a social function in the foyer 
 

THANK YOU:  to Fr Kevin, Fr Bert and all the generous parishioners who sup-
ported Motor Neuron Disease fundraiser last weekend. $1067 was raised for this 
very worthy cause. 
 
SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN BAPTISM:  if you have a school age child who is 
wanting to be baptized, please contact the parish office on 9744 1060 asap. Our 
baptism preparation and celebration will happen soon. 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Lucy Gatt St Anne’s Church – Skeeter Jacob Cedrick D’Souza Beth Girdwood COUNTERS: Kelly 
Stark Vern & Maureen Walters GIFT SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians   LECTORS: Felicity Wicks Della Oswald Elaine Van der Weerden Jo S  
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  5.30pm  Patricia & Angelo Altair Mary Baensch Anne Burnside Paul Fanning James Francis Albert & Diana Mastramico 
8.30am Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew Swann Carmel Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Ann Chircop 10.30am  John Bottams 
Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davis Olga Ellul Johanna Fahey Tony Hendy Grace Tucker  5.00pm  Will Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco  


