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THE FIRST MONTH OF 2018—THE FIRST DISCIPLES CALLED 
As we begin a new year, it is a time to consider what new approaches we can undertake in 
our life of faith in 2018. 
So it is providential today that we find the new approaches in the faith journeys of the first 
disciples of Jesus. They have been disciples of John the Baptist who now directs them to 
follow Jesus. (John 1:35-42). 
The two disciples first call Jesus “Rabbi” - meaning “teacher”. They for the moment are not 
able to comprehend just who Jesus is. They want to know where he lives. This is normal, as 
the Rabbi sits in his house, gathers students around himself and teaches them the Law of 
Moses. 
Progress in Believing: After staying with him the disciples become aware that Jesus is more 
than a Rabbi (v. 39). They hurry off to find Simon Peter, and they announce: “We have found 
the Messiah” (v. 41). This is progress. It comes from time spent with Jesus. A common theme 
of John’s gospel is that we are to abide with Christ, and his presence abides with us. Our 
discipleship is relational. Our God is not remote, but near to us. 
The first disciples are at the beginning of their relationship with Jesus. At first they think they 
have found the Messiah, with experience, they will realize God has found them and God has 
a plan for them, as seen in Simon’s new name and role. God’s plan is not always ours. 
We all tend to make Jesus into the figure we would like him to be: our Rabbi is our Messiah. 
In the end, he is the Lord. We are to be like the first disciples and be followers and not trying 
to lead God where we would like to go. 
Our discipleship is a continual listening as the young prophet Samuel did in our first reading 
today. “Speak Lord, your servant is listening”. (1 Samuel 3:19) We pray in today’s psalm 
“Lord you ask for an open ear”. 
In our world of constant noise and social media, we need to make time to listen to the Lord 
and try to discover his plans for us in 2018. Our worship together on Sundays gives us the 
opportunity for some personal, silent prayer as well as communal searching for God’s plan as 
the first two disciples did together. 
 
CHRISTIANS SHOULDN’T TAKE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM  FOR GRANTED: - PRINCE 
CHARLES: The prince was speaking at St Barnabas Anglican Church, London which hosts 
Melkite Greek Catholics fleeing persecution in the Middle East allowing them to celebrate 
Divine liturgy every Sunday. “As Christians we remember , of course, how Our Lord called 
upon us to love our enemies and to pray for those who persecute,” he said. “But for those 
confronted with such hatred and oppression, I can only begin to imagine how incredibly hard 
it must be to follow Christ’s example.” It is therefore “vitally important” that Christians in Brit-
ain and elsewhere “who enjoy the rights of freedom of worship and freedom of expression, do 
not take those rights for granted.” …...Catholic Herald.co.uk, 20 December 2017 
 
US FAITH LEADERS CONDEMN ‘HARMFUL’ GENDER IDEOLOGY: In November 2017, 
20 Catholic bishops of the US met with faith leaders and later issued a letter titled “Created 
Male and Female’. It was signed by Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, Greek Orthodox, Presbyter-
ian, Southern Baptist and Muslim leaders. Key sections of the letter are: “We also believe 
that God created each person male or female; therefore, sexual difference is not an accident 
or a flaw—it is a gift from God that helps draw us closer to each other and to God. What God 
has created is good,” they said, quoting the Book of Genesis: “God created mankind in his 
image: in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” In the letter 
the faith leaders said: “A person’s discomfort with his or her sex, or the desire to be identified 
as the other sex, is a complicated reality that needs to be addressed with sensitivity and 
truth. “Each person deserves to be heard and treated with respect; it is our responsibility to 
respond to their concerns with compassion, mercy and honesty,” they continued. “As reli-
gious leaders, we express our commitment to urge the members of our communities to also 
respond to those wrestling with this challenge with patience and love.” The leaders said that 
children in particular “are harmed when they are told that they can ‘change’ their sex or, fur-
ther, given hormones that will affect their development and possibly render them infertile as 
adults.” “We desire the health and happiness of all men, women, and children,’ the leaders 
said. “Therefore we call for policies to uphold the truth of a person’s sexual identity as male 
or female, and the privacy and safety of all. We hope for renewed appreciation of the beauty 
of sexual difference in our culture and for authentic support of those who experience conflict 
with their God-given sexual identity.” www.catholicherald.co.uk 18 December 2017 

Liturgy Times this Week   
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.00pm St Anne’s 
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s-Liturgy of Word 
Wed          9.15am St Anne’s  
Frid  9.15am St Anne’s 
 
     

RECONCILIATION 
OLMC Church  

10am-10.30am Saturday  
 

Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please contact 
the Parish Office for details of the next Baptismal 
Preparation meeting.  
   

Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:  9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
 

14 January 2018 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:       Samuel 3:3-10,19 
Psalm Response:       Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
Second Reading:       Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20 
Gospel Acclamation:   John 1:41, 17 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, 

who brings us truth and grace. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:        John 1:35-42 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Sue ANNETTE Joan ATKINS Carmen 
BARBAR Patricia CLARK  Helen CONNORS     
Christine DJAKOBIC John GRAY  Harvey 
HUGHES  Lloyd MACEY Cassandra O’KEEFE 
Pio ROCCO  Christine VELTHUIS Carolyn 
WOCKNER    Natalee WOOD 
 

Recently Deceased: Patrick MORAN  Fr Brian 
MURRAY Fr Luciano ROCCHI 
 

Anniversaries:  Giovanna BRULLO  Rose 
CHETCUTI  Joan DORNEY Ken McMANUS 
Angela MILLETT Doris O’BRIEN Ron PRIOR 
Jack QUIRK 



FAIR GO FOR FAMILIES BRINGS REFUGEE VOICES 

TO CANBERRA:  For many refugees living in our community 

the challenges of resettlement can be exacerbated by the trau-
ma of long term separation from their immediate family. 
During 2017, Jesuit Social Services, the Catholic Alliance for 
People seeking Asylum (CAPSA) and the Refugee Council of 
Australia (RCOA) have collaborated to raise public awareness 
of the issue.  
In December 2017, Jesuit Social Services joined with RCOA 
visiting parliamentarians and their advisers. 
The tragedy of forceful displacement often means refugee fam-
ilies are split across borders in their efforts to each safety. In 
Australia, at present, there are a number of barriers that pre-
vent family reunion. This includes limitations on the number of 
places available for refugee family members under our humani-
tarian program, as well as Government directives making is 
almost impossible for family reunion for someone who arrived 
by boat.  
The family unit warrants our respect and protection, that indi-
viduals should not be indefinitely nor arbitrarily separated from 
their spouses and children. Moreover, reunited refugee families 
also benefit the Australian community; they lead to better set-
tlement outcomes. 
Jesuit Social Services asks more Australians to let their local 
MP’s work for a fair go. A petition is: https//capsa.org/fairgo. 
 
FR LUCIANO ROCCHI: was born in Modena Italy in 1926 

and ordained as a Franciscan Priest in 1950. He arrived in Mel-
bourne in 1951 and has since been a gifted pastor to the Italian 
community. Most of his years as priest were spent in Mel-
bourne at St Anthony’s Shrine, Hawthorn in which his Funeral 
Mass was celebrated on Friday. 
Fr Luciano was highly esteemed by people and priests alike. 
He was honoured by Pope Francis last June and earlier re-
ceived a Medal in the Order of Australia. 
     
FR BRIAN MURRAY: was ordained as a member of the So-

ciety of the Catholic Apostolate (Pallottines) in 1954. In 1978 
he sought permission to minister in the Archdiocese of Mel-
bourne and in 1981 was incardinated into the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne. He served as Assistant Priest in West Preston 
(1978), Preston (1981), Bacchus Marsh (1991), retiring in 
2000. In more recent years, he has enjoyed the care and hos-
pitality of the Sisters, staff and other clergy at Justin Villa, Bal-
wyn. He will be missed for his recitation of prose, good humour 
and priestly witness.                       
    …….Kevin McIntosh 
PARISH EVENT– ST PATRICK’S DAY 2018 : The Rip-

cords will be rocking up a storm in our Parish Centre on Sat-
urday 17 March– St Patrick’s Day. We will have Irish dancing 
display and lots of other fun. The band play a mixture of music 
from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s so get ready to dance the night 
away! BYO food and drink .Tickets can be bought from the 
Parish Office at $20 per head.  Time: 7.30pm. All proceeds will 
go to the Parish Overseas Humanitarian Project to support the 
HIV/AIDS affected orphans in Jakarta. 

GET TO MASS EARLY AND DON’T CALCULATE HOW LATE 

YOU CAN BE, POPE FRANCES SAYS:  on 22 December the Pope 

said, “ The words and gestures that open the celebration help the faithful 
come together as one and prepare them to listen to the Word of God and 
celebrate the Eucharist worthily. 
After the Entrance, the celebrant bows and kisses the altar as an expres-
sion of veneration because the altar is a symbol of Christ.” 
The sign of the cross is a sign of the mystery of the Trinity, of Christ’s lov-
ing sacrifice and resurrection and of each person’s baptism. 
We are entering into a ‘symphony’ in which different tones of voices re-
sound, including moments of silence, with an aim of creating an ‘accord’ 
among all participants, that is, to see each other as animated by the one 
Spirit and for the same reason. 
 -Pope Francis at General Audience, Rome 20 December 2017 
 
LET US NOT DISTRACT OTHERS: When the sacred Scripture is pro-

claimed at Mass, it is Christ who speaks, said St Augustine. Late-comers 
distract us– at the Hamer Hall, late-comers are not admitted until a break 
in the music program. We have to wait another forty minutes if we are late 
for our train. Of course, we can be delayed not by our own fault. Let us be 
early as Pope Francis urges. 
 

FR BRIAN MURRAY: was ordained as a member of the Society of the 

Catholic Apostolate (Pallottines) in 1954. In 1978 he sought permission to 
minister in the Archdiocese of Melbourne and in 1981 was incardinated 
into the Archdiocese of Melbourne. He served as Assistant Priest in West 
Preston (1978), Preston (1981), Bacchus Marsh (1991), retiring in 2000. In 
more recent years, he has enjoyed the care and hospitality of the Sisters, 
staff and other clergy at Justin Villa, Balwyn. He will be missed for his reci-
tation of prose, good humour and priestly witness. 
 
SUNDAY MASS IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY:  the Sunday after-

noon Mass which is normally celebrated at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, will be celebrated at St Anne’s Church which has cooling for the 
health of all worshippers. We will need 5 ministers to deliver Communion. 
We will use the 2 aisles either side of the centre aisle.  
 
 

Prayer 
 

When the song of angels is stilled 
When the star in the sky has gone 

When the Kings and Princes are home 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks 

 
Then the work of Christmas begins 

 
To find the lost 

To heal the broken 
To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner 
To rebuild the nations 

To bring peace among people  
To make music in the heart 

 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  

ALTAR CARE: Val McManus CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Peter Readman St Anne’s Church – Nil   COUNTERS:  Angelo Altair Patricia Altair Sally 
Rodrigues GIFT SHOP: Pat & Peter Readman John Porta LECTORS:  Monisha D’Lima Lyn Mandouit Christine Wallace Jo Spiteri MINISTERS OF COM-
MUNION:  5.30pm  Angelo Snell Jim O’Brien Dawn Westwood James Francis Patricia & Angelo Altair Mary Baensch Calvin Ryan 8.30am Carmel 
Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Ann Chircop Lloyd D’Crus Kathy Thompson  10.30am  Bernadette Anderson Carmel Micallef Gary Plummer John & 
Sheila Stafford Aileen & Terry Sweeney 5.00pm  Alan Slocombe Mary Thomas Christine Wallace    


