
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISHPARISHPARISH   
BBBULLAULLAULLA,   C,   C,   CLARKEFIELDLARKEFIELDLARKEFIELD,    D,    D,    DIGGERSIGGERSIGGERS R R RESTESTEST,    ,    ,       

SSSUNBURYUNBURYUNBURY,  W,  W,  WILDWOODILDWOODILDWOOD   
Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429  Ph: 9744 1060    Fax:  9744 7786                                               Email:  sunbury@cam.org.au    Website: olmcsunbury.com  

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  The Holy Family faced some of the challenges that our families face today. The par-ents would have worried after hearing the prophecy of Simeon that their son would be rejected. Soon, the family has to escape their home land and go to Egypt as refugees to seek shelter from the murderous Herod who is seeking to kill all male infants.  The Ritual of Purification: The ritual of purification referred to in today’s passage (Luke 2:22-40)would take place 40 days after childbirth. It was a ritual for the mother, not the child. Mary and Joseph took the opportunity of attending the Tem-ple to bring Jesus into the presence of God who, according to tradition, dwelt in the Temple. The tradition associated with this purification of women after childbirth dic-tated that a lamb and a turtledove or pigeon be sacrificed. However, for the poor, an extra turtledove or pigeon could be substituted for the lamb.  Mary and Joseph being poor gave two pigeons.  Fulfilling the Prophecy: The writer of the gospel of Luke uses this presentation event to announce or forecast the ministry of Jesus. The explicit identification of the poverty of Mary and Joseph is an indicator of the emphasis that Jesus will give to the poor throughout his Ministry. The gospel writer also makes plain the link between the Temple (the Jewish tradition) and the ministry of Jesus. Tying these events into the prophecies of both Simeon and Anna reinforce the prophetic nature of this whole episode. Jesus is portrayed in this gospel as the fulfillment of the prophecies of scrip-ture.  Faithfulness of Mary and Joseph: A strong image that emerges from the passage is the faithfulness of Mary and Joseph. Their whole purpose in visiting the Temple is to fulfill the requirements of their faith. They are faithful to the Jewish tradition and it is into this tradition that they initiate Jesus. The faithfulness of Mary and Joseph is a hallmark of their life as a family. Their faithfulness is s significant element of what we celebrate in the feast of the Holy Family and their faithfulness to God and to one an-ther is a model for all families and for all people.  Living Family Life today: This Feast of the Holy Family gives us the opportunity to thank God for our mothers who, like Mary, helped fulfill God’s plan for humankind by birthing us into the world.  Today’s feast of the Holy Family is about faithful love that looks after the most impor-tant people God has put in our lives. It is about naming that forgiveness, compassion, and kindness are the blocks upon which Christian families life is built. Without these virtues family life crumbles.  Salesian Community Sunbury: There are several new appointments in the Sun-bury community. The Rector is Fr Joe Binh, Vice-Rector Fr Bert and College Chaplain Fr Shane Reade. The previous Rector, Fr Will Mathews has been appointed the Provincial Leader of the Salesians in Australia, Fiji, New Zealand and Samoa numbering 110 brothers and priests. Let us pray for these men.        …..Kevin 

Liturgy Times this Week   Mon 10.00am St Anne’s Wed          9.15am St Anne’s  Thurs  9.15am St Anne’s  10.30am St Anne’s    Funeral– John Bent Frid  9.15am St Anne’s Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s Sun   8.30am St Anne’s                10.30am St Anne’s   5.00pm St Anne’s       RECONCILIATION OLMC Church  10am-10.30am Saturday  
 Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please con-tact the Parish Office for details of the next Bap-tismal Preparation meeting.     Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer St Anne’s Primary School:  9744 3055 Principal:   Noelene Hussey Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 Principal:  Julie Freeman 

 31 December 2017 Feast of the Holy Family First Reading:  Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 Psalm Response:  Psalm 104:1-6,8-9 The Lord remembers his covenant for ever Second Reading:   Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 Gospel Acclamation:   Hebrews 1:1-2 Alleluia, Alleluia! In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son Alleluia! Gospel:    Luke 2:22-40  LET US PRAY FOR Sick: Rany AZORES Carmen BARBAR Patricia CLARK   Christine DJAKOBIC John GRAY   Harvey HUGHES  Peter KENNEDY Jan KEOGH  Peter KEOGH Lloyd MACEY  Pio ROCCO             Anthony TUIMATAFANUA  Christine VELTHUIS Carolyn WOCKNER Natalee WOOD 
 Recently Deceased: John BENT Ashley HUGHES Fr Tim O’TOOLE CP 
 Anniversaries:      Timothy & Thomasenia GAFFNEY Jerimiah & Norah MAHONY    FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD: 
Monday 1 January Mass at 10am 
  



Thank you to all parishioners who helped with the Christmas Masses. Our parish is very blessed to have parishioners who work tirelessly to ensure that the weekend Masses happen. We had large numbers attending our Parish Christmas Masses and we thank you for welcoming each other so warmly. We had peo-ple to Welcome parishioners to masses and to help find them seats. We had parishioners setting up the extra Masses, Musi-cians and Singers to cover each Mass (some attended multiple Masses to ensure we had beautiful Music for parishioners); we had enough people to set up on Thursday before Christmas to ensure the larger crowds could be seated; we had people ar-range flowers and dust pews and clean windows and the Sanc-tuary. We had people washing linen and serving Communion and setting up Mass and packing it up again. The crib and the lights were set up beautifully for all to enjoy. The car Park atten-dants did a great job with the larger masses. The Altar Servers did a great job to  support Fr Kevin & Fr Bert. People came on the Wednesday after Christmas to pack the whole thing up again. We are very grateful to everyone who helped the parish to be able to celebrate the Birth of Our Saviour Jesus Christ here in Sunbury. We could not do this without your support.  MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSION:  our annual collection 
last month raised $1730 in our parish to assist the missionary work sponsored by the Catholics of Melbourne.  

SUNDAY MASS IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY:  as is our recent 
custom, the Sunday afternoon Mass which is normally celebrated at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, will be celebrated at St Anne’s Church which has cooling for the health of all worshippers. We will need 5 min-isters to deliver Communion. We will use the 2 aisles either side of the centre aisle. This will commence on 7 January at 5pm.  
YEAR OF YOUTH 2018: was called for by the Australian Catholic 
Bishops. It is an exciting opportunity in the life of the church to focus on young people and see how we as a church can better engage with them.  The Year of Youth starts this Sunday, so please pray for our Youth. Our parish hopes to actively engage our youth in the parish throughout 2018 and moving forward. Any support our parishioners can give would be greatly appreciated. More news will be announced shortly regarding the parish program for Year of Youth 2018. Watch this space!!  CHUCKLE CORNER:  During the ministers prayer one Sunday, there 
was a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy’s mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence and after church asked, “Tommy, whatever made you do such a thing?” Tommy answered soberly, “I asked God to teach me to whistle and He did!”  THE YEAR OF 2017: on this last Sunday of the year, let us be 
thankful for all the gifts we have received in our parish from God through one another. I thank all those who have contributed to the life of our parish community– volunteers who clean our churches, those who pray with the aged and house-bound, those who prepare our music each Sunday, our Bingo helpers, who serve on parish committees, those who help in our schools, Vinnies workers, our office staff, our teaching staff, Fr Bert, our garden volunteers, our parish posties, altar servers, music ministry, youth group leaders, those who set up our churches for Mass, money counters and others. May our generous Lord reward your gener-osity.    …..Kevin McIntosh 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  ALTAR CARE: Natalie Xerri CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Snell Family  St Anne’s Church – Nil COUNTERS:  Kaye Roche Tony Tanti Ian Burnside GIFT SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians LECTORS Sigurd Rodrigues Michael McConville Elaine Van der Weerden Jo MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  5.30pm  Mary Baensch Anne Burnside Vicki Heath Sigurd Rodrigues Garnet  Jacob Paul Fanning Albert & Diana Mastramico 8.30am Monica Allen Carmel Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Ann Chircop Kathy Thompson  10.30am  Grace Tucker Bernadette Anderson John Bottoms Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davies Olga Ellul Carmen Micallef  5.00pm  Alan Slocombe Christine Wallace  


