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HE DESCENDED INTO HELL 
Possibly the most intriguing part in the Apostle's’ Creed (our profession of faith) is the phrase, 
‘he descended into hell’. What are we to make of it? How are we meant to understand that 
peculiar phrase? Surely, Jesus did not visit the hell where Satan, his dark angels and the 
damned are to be found! What then does the Catechism of the Catholic Church teach about 
those strange words in the Creed?  
The word ‘hell’ is derived from the German ‘hel’ (realm of the dead). The frequent New Testa-
ment affirmations that Jesus was ‘raised from the dead’ presuppose that the crucified one 
sojourned in the realm of the dead prior to his resurrection. This was the first meaning given to 
the apostolic preaching to Christ’s descent into hell: that Jesus, like all men, experienced 
death, and in his soul joined the others in the realm of the dead. Between his dying on the 
cross and his rising on the third day Christ entered into the realm of the dead. He descended 
there as Saviour, proclaiming the Good News of salvation to the spirits imprisoned there.  
Scripture calls the abode of the dead, to which the dead Christ descended, ‘hell’ – Sheol in 
Hebrew, Hades in Greek – because those who are there are deprived of the vision of God. 
Such is the case for all the righteous dead while they await their redeemer. Jesus did not de-
scend into hell to deliver the damned, nor to destroy the hell of damnation. He went to free the 
just who had gone to their death before him. The Gospel was preached even to the dead. 
Christ’s descent into ‘hell’ brings the Gospel message of salvation to complete fulfilment. This 
is the last phase of Jesus’ messianic mission, a phase condensed in time, but far-reaching in 
its application. The saving death and resurrection of Jesus is spread to encompass all who 
dwelt on earth, those who went before him and those who came after him. Christ went down 
into the depths of death so that ‘the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who 
hear will live’ (Jn 5:25).  
IN BRIEF 
By the expression “He descended into hell” the Apostolic Creed confesses that Jesus did 
really die and through his death for us conquered death and the devil, “who has the power of 
death” (Heb 2:14). In his human soul united to his divine person, the dead Christ went down to 
the realm of the dead. He opened heaven’s gates for the just who had gone before him. Je-
sus’ ‘descent into hell’ as found in the Apostles’ Creed is the ‘underworld’ rather than the 
place of damnation. By dying Jesus entered the company of the just souls of those who had 
died before him, and therefore shared with them the fruits of his saving mission. In that brief 
period of time between his dying on the cross on that Friday afternoon and his rising on Sun-
day morning, Jesus reached out to those in the shadow of death and extended to them the 
grace of eternal salvation. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
 
ANZAC DAY:  this Tuesday 25 April we remember the sacrifice of those 
who laid down their lives and those who were injured in war in the pursuit 
of freedom and peace. In Sunbury, we will have a dawn service at 6am 
at the Sunbury War Memorial then a March starting at 10am from the 
Post Office and finishing with a  Prayer Service at the War Memorial. 
Please continue to pray for those who defend our borders and that peace in the world may 
someday be achieved. 
 
WELCOME TO FIRST EUCHARIST CHILDREN AND FAMILIES:  this weekend we welcome 
the children who are preparing for First Communion. They will all be receiving a copy of the 
Our Father; a prayer Jesus himself taught us which captures the essence of our faith. 
 
MELBOURNE CATHOLIC:  please refer to the parish website to view the  
recent article on our parish. Fr Kevin, our parish donkey, immersion baptism and  
our church history are all part of this lovely article. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Monday 24 April  11.00am Parish Historical Committee St Anne’s Church 
Wednesday 26 April  6.30pm Thanksgiving Meal   Parish Centre 
Thursday 27 April  11am School Steering Committee Parish Centre 
   6.30pm Thanksgiving Meal  Parish Centre 
 
SONGS IN THE CHAPEL:  led by David Willerdorf of Hillsong Church at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, 57 Brook St, Sunbury on Saturday 29 April from 5.30pm. Free Admission. 
      …. Kevin McIntosh 

Liturgy Times this Week   
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm OLMC 
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Tue  9.15am OLMC– ANZAC Day Mass 
 10.15am Service– War Memorial 
Wed  9.15am St Anne’s 
 10.30am Funeral Mass–  
  Bortolo Benzoni 
Thurs 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid 9.15am St Anne’s 
 10.30am Funeral Mass 
  John Sciberras 
 2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Care 
 

Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School: 9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School:  
   9740 7344 
Acting Principal:  Mark Gleeson 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please con-
tact the Parish Office for details of the next 
Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 

Reconciliation OLMC Church 
      10.00am-10.30am Saturday  

 

23rd April  2017 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm Response: Psalm 117:2-4,13-15,22
-24 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his 
love is everlasting 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 20:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you 
have seen me; happy those who have not 

seen me, but still believe! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Joan ATKINS Bruce CROWE      
Matthew FLANAGAN  Anna GRAVINA  
Rose LUCARDIE  Violeta MARIANO Louie 
SPITERI       Pasquale VILLELA 
 

Recently Deceased:  Bortolo BENZONI 
John SCIBERRAS     
 

Anniversaries: Tom DILLON  Maria ELLUL 
Guza FALZON John & Kathleen KILEY Sue 
LOCK Eugene LOCK   Anne MEAD John 
O’MEARA  Josephine SCHEMBRI 



CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU:  to all who partici-
pated on Palm Sunday and during the Easter Triduum from Holy 
Thursday to Easter Sunday. The greatest numbers ever took part 
very actively in song and in word. 
Music was exceptional thanks to the organization of Kevin Carville, 
Luisa Hogan and the musical talents of Maree Shields, Mary Barra-
clough, Nelson Graham & Chris Hogan. 
Thank you to Shirley Mann and Michelle and Isaac for the Palms 
provided for Palm Sunday. Also to Tony Tanti for the large decorative 
palms used around the tabernacle. 
Thank you to the Lectors who made themselves available and pre-
pared and read the Word of the Lord so beautifully. 
Thank you to Lyn Plummer, Mary Macdermid & Sr Jose` who orga-
nized the setting up of the church. Our cleaners had the church neat. 
Finally, a big thank you to Fr Kevin & Fr Bert for all their preparation 
and care in making the celebration of Easter so beautiful. 
 
MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS: The Life, Marriage & Fam-
ily Office warmly invite all expectant mothers and their families to the 
Mass for Expectant Mothers. The Mass will be celebrated by Arch-
bishop Denis Hart at St Patrick's Cathedral on Sunday14 May  at 
11.00am. Reg can be made online at: www.cam.org.au/
lifemarriagefamily or alternatively by contacting: 9287 5587 or 
lmf@cam.org.au. Please note that reg closes on Fri 5 May 
 
KINDER KINDA:  our parish has been involved with Kinda Kinder 
program for a few years now. It is a program where the Victoria Uni-
versity Early Childhood students gain experience in planning and 
executing an education based play session in our parish with chil-
dren from toddler to pre-schoolers. Parents stay and watch on (and 
chat) as their children interact and play during the 1 hour session. 
Our program will start Tuesday 2 May at 9am and continue for 4 
Tuesdays in the Parish Centre. All welcome.  
 
EUTHANASIA/ ASSISTED SUICIDE LEGISLATION:  will be 
debated in Victorian Parliament in the second half of 2017. The Arch-
diocese has produced a document that shows the Churches request 
not to legalise it. Please take a copy from the Welcome Desk in St 
Anne’s foyer. 
The Archdiocese is asking for lay people to nominate themselves to 
be the contact person to correspond with as they fight the legislation 
being passed. If you or someone you know would like to be actively 
involved in fighting this legislation, please contact the parish office on 
9744 1060. 
 
A SERVICE OF REPENTANCE AND RECONCILIATION:  
was held last month by the leaders of the Catholic Protestant 
Churches in Germany. Both leaders, Cardinal Marx and Bishop 
Strohm , spoke of “the burden of our divisions and the present signs 
of reconciled togetherness” as they mark 500 years since the Refor-
mation. Political leaders attended including Chancellor Merkel, Presi-
dent Fauck and Parliament President Lammert. 
 
CHURCH AGENCIES RESPOND TO FAMINE:  20 million 
people in East Africa, Nigeria and Yemen are facing starvation which 
the UN says is the largest humanitarian crisis since 1945. The British 
Catholic Aide Society worker visited South Sudan and said “Hunger 
is evident in the thinness of children, the blindness of many adults 
and the way clothes hang from the bodies of people.” 
 

The following child from our parish will be baptized this  
Sunday: 
Rickson PHELAN 
We joyfully welcome him to our parish. 
 
HOLY THURSDAY & POPE FRANCIS:  In a gesture of service toward 
marginalized people, Pope Francis washed the feet of 12 inmates, including 
three women and a man who is converting from Islam to Catholicism.  
Although in Jesus' time, washing the feet of one's guests was performed by 
slaves, Jesus ‘reverses’ this role, the pope said during the Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord's Supper on 13 April at a prison 45 miles from Rome. 
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‘He came into this world to serve, to serve us. He came to make himself a 
slave for us, to give his life for us and to love us to the end,’ he said. 
Pope Francis made his way by car to a penitentiary in Paliano, which houses 
70 men and women who testified as a witness for the state against associates 
or accomplices.  
To protect the safety and security of the prisoners, only a live audio feed of 
the pope's homily was provided by Vatican Radio as well as selected photo-
graphs released by the Vatican.  
In his brief homily, which he delivered off-the-cuff, the pope said that upon his 
arrival, people greeted him saying, ‘'Here comes the pope, the head of the 
church.'‘  
‘Jesus is the head of the church. The pope is merely the image of Jesus, and I 
want to do the same as he did. In this ceremony, the pastor washes the feet 
of the faithful. (The role) reverses: The one who seems to be the greatest 
must do the work of a slave,’ he said.  
This gesture, he continued, is meant to ‘sow love among us’ and that the faith-
ful, even those in prison, can imitate Christ in the same manner. 
‘I ask that if you can perform a help or a service for your companion here in 
prison, do it. This is love, this is like washing the feet. It means being the serv-
ant of the other,’ the pope said.  
Recalling another Gospel reading, in which Jesus tells his disciples that the 
greatest among them must be at the service of others, Pope Francis said 
Christ put his words into action by washing his disciple's feet and ‘it is what 
Jesus does with us.’  
‘For this reason, during this ceremony, let us think about Jesus. This isn't a 
folkloric ceremony. It is a gesture to remind us of what Jesus gave us. After 
this, he took bread and gave us his body; he took wine and gave us his blood. 
This is the love of God,’ the pope said.  
Vatican Radio reported that several other inmates took an active role in the 
liturgy, including four who served as altar servers. Other inmates prepared 
homemade gifts for the pope, among them were two dessert cakes, a hand-
crafted wooden cross and fresh vegetables grown in the prison garden.  
The evening Mass was the second of two Holy Thursday liturgies for Pope 
Francis. The first was a morning chrism Mass in St Peter's Basilica. 

Cf Melbourne Catholic 
 

 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Jeanette Coyne CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Raquel Handley-Bowen Candice Bowen St Anne’s Church –  Nil 
COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan Imogen Corrie GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer Pam Fairbairn LECTORS:  Mick Hetherington 
Lyn Mandouit Teresa Quin Jo MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  5.30pm Eileen Naylor Paul Hogan Garnet Jacob Paul Fanning Albert & 
Diana Mastramico Val McManus Sashi Nair 8.30am  Carmel Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Ann Chircop Lloyd D’Crus Rex Jacob Lili 
Lupa 10.30am Sean Quigley Tony Hendy Mick Hetherington Teresa Kiploks Sr Jose` Noy Grace Tucker Mark Perry Mimi Quattrone  
5.30pm Alan Slocombe Mary Thomas Christine Wallace 



MINISTRY MONTH On the weekends of 22 & 23 April and 29 & 30 April, we will hear of the great work done in our 
parish by so many. All the Parish Groups and Ministries are vital to the parish we have today. These are various 
groups within our Church community who support our parish. We welcome all parishioners to be involved in any 
way they feel would bring richness to their life and the lives of other parishioners. 
Below are the various ministries for your consideration. Please call the Parish Office if you have any queries. 
“Lord, you have no hands but ours” St Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 
 
ALTAR CARE:   To clean the Sanctuary space of the church on a roster basis. 
ALTAR  SERVERS:  To assist priest with Mass. Open to boys and girls who have celebrated First Communion. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION :   To welcome and instruct families wanting to baptize their children in the Catholic 
Faith. Sessions run once per month for 1 hour. 
BINGO HELPER:   To help with running the parish bingo at the Sunbury Football Club every Thursday night.  
CATECHETICS:  Our parish runs a program for children who attend Government schools who would like to cele-
brate their Sacraments. We need leaders who will support the children and teach them about the faith. 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:  To help children learn about their faith by running faith sessions at Mass 
that are directed toward children, including activities. 
CHURCH CLEANING:  Help is needed at both St Anne’s and Our Lady of Mount Carmel churches to keep them 
clean.  
CHURCH LINEN:   Each Mass uses Altar Linen. We need helpers to wash and iron the linen. 
COMMUNION TO THE HOUSEBOUND & AGED CARE FACILITIES:   This important ministry helps parishioners 
who can no longer get to Mass by bringing communion and a friendly face to them. Some ministers attend to 
those at home and others attend the Nursing Homes. 
COUNTING TEAM:   We need people to count money and get it ready for banking. 
EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP:  Is held every Thursday morning in the Chapel and is open to all who 
would like to pray in an uplifting environment. 
EVERGREENS: Our Seniors are always looking for people to join them as they arrange gatherings and outings. 
GARDENING:  Our gardens need love and attention. Our helpers do a great job and would appreciate any assis-
tance available. 
GIFT SHOP:  After Mass at St Anne’s our helpers open the gift shop. Helpers are on a roster. 
KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS: 
LAP TOP OPERATORS:  Need helpers to set up and run the laptop during Masses. 
LECTORS & COMMENTATORS:   To read the word of the Lord at Mass on a roster. Commentators will welcome 
parishioners and make announcements. 
LEGION OF MARY: 
MAINTENANCE:  Our parish has many buildings and there are items that need to be attended to as a normal 
household does. We need people who can assist with small odd jobs that need to be done.  
MASS SET UP:   We need helpers who can set up and pack up weekend Masses. Helpers are on a roster. 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:   At Mass, we need ministers to distribute the consecrated hosts. Ministers are on a 
roster. 
MUSICIANS & SINGERS:  “When we sing we pray twice” is the saying. We need people who love to sing or play 
an instrument to uplift our Masses. Current choirs need assistance. 
 
 
 
 



OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT:   This project has a small committee who coordinate the promotion of the 
needs of the orphans in Jakarta that our parish has been supporting since ….. 
PARISH HISTORICAL GROUP:   Our small team preserve our parish’s rich history. If you have a love for History, 
please join in. 
PARISH POSTIES:   Our posties are energetic helpers who deliver our Neighbourhood Newsletter to all our Catho-
lic families three times per year. 
RCIA TEAM:  Are involved in Initiating Adults into the Catholic faith. They teach them about the faith and journey 
with candidates toward their Sacrament celebrations. 
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES:  In our neighbourhoods we have groups who gather to discuss and celebrate 
the Christian faith in their homes. 
SOCIAL JUSTICE:   We have a small team who promote issues of Social Justice in our parish. We would love to 
hear from you if you have a passion for Social Justice. 
TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE:   We have people who have no transport but need to get to Mass or Shops or Medical 
Appointments. If you are able to assist, please let us know. 
WELCOMING TEAM: We would love to have helpers to hand out the newsletter at each Mass and welcome each 
parishioner to Mass. 
YOUTH GROUP:   Our youth group has many activities that they coordinate each year for the parish and they sup-
port our other groups financially from any fundraising they do. New members are always welcome.  
 

Sign Up Weekend will be on 6-7 May. Please consider where you 
would like to be involved in the work of the parish. 
 


