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CHRIST OUR LIFE 
Death is a topic we do not think about until we lose a significant person in our lives or we are 
faced with a very serious illness. 
How we look at death depends on our belief system. For those without faith, death is the end. 
For those given the gift of faith, death holds no fear. Life is changed, not ended. 
Our gospel today (John 11:1-45) has two climaxes. Firstly there is dialogue between Jesus 
and Martha where Jesus reveals himself: “I am the resurrection and life.” Secondly, Lazarus is 
summoned by Jesus to come out. Hearing Jesus, Lazarus comes and others are told “Unbind 
him, set him free.” 
 
BY HIS GIVING WE RECEIVE: As our gospel reading opens Jesus is living outside Jerusa-
lem where the Jewish authorities are searching for him to kill him. Jesus realizes by going to 
the aide of his friend Lazarus he is putting his life in danger. Nevertheless, he goes to Bethany 
only two miles from Jerusalem. 
Lazarus will return to death. Lazarus shuffles out of the tomb still wearing the clothes of death. 
When Jesus emerged risen from his tomb, his death clothes were later found folded up and 
set aside– he no longer needed his death clothes. 
Through the death and resurrection of Christ the power of sin and death is broken. The rising 
of Lazarus is a sign of the resurrection. Others were needed to untie Lazarus to enable him to 
walk, not shuffle, as a liberated person of God. We may find ourselves commanded by the 
Lord to help unbind a person who has had a deadening experience which has drained them of 
life. God offers us new life out of the tombs. 
The raising of Lazarus is the last straw as far as the authorities are concerned and they imme-
diately plot to arrest Jesus and bring about his death. (John 11:53) 
 
UNBIND HIM, SET HIM FREE (JOHN 11:44): Are we fully alive or dwelling among the dead? 
If we pursue only our own self interest put our energy into material security and social status, 
we are among the dead. Are we imprisoned in cocoons of comfort? 
 
OUR LENTEN CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION this Wednes-
day evening is an opportunity for us to admit our failings and be forgiven and restored to the 
best in ourselves. Several priests will be available. 
 

JESUS WEPT:  is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Here, he shows his humanity that 
Jesus is about to restore to life does not deny the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death. Jesus 
understands our tears. 
 
 

ANGLICAN WORSHIP IN ST PETER’S BASILICA ROME:  on 13 March history was made 
when for the first time, Anglican Evensong took place in St Peter’s. Archbishop David Moxon, 
a New Zealander, from the Anglican Centre in Rome, presided while Archbishop Arthur 
Roche, secretary for Divine Worship at the Vatican preached. 
 
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE ACKNOWLEDGED:  At the recent Iran’s World Book Awards 
an English Benedictine monk, Timothy Wright and Dr Mohammad Ali Shondi of the Institute 
for Islamic Studies in Qunn received a special award for their work together on interreligious 
dialogue. It is the first time a prize has been awarded in that category. Their book is “No 
Peace without Prayer.” 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to the family of Winston Millett whose funeral was 
celebrated last Saturday at OLMC Church where he was baptized by Fr Maurice Brosnan on 
6 February 1938. Winston is the fourth generation farmer of his family in Mt Aitken Road. The 
first generation in Australia was George Millett who was transported in 1836 aged 13 years 
from London to Port Arthur sentence for nine years for stealing a handkerchief. 
We offer to Jan Donovan and her children Simon and Andrea as her husband Kevin entered 
eternal life after only a few months of serious illness at the age of 66 years. The Donovan's 
settled in Sunbury in 1997 after moving around Victoria in the retail industry. His Funeral was 
held on Wednesday concluding with the committal at Sunbury cemetery. 
       …...Kevin McIntosh 
 

REMEMBRANCE CARDS:  our parish offers cards of remembrance to parishioners who 
would like to remember those who cannot be with us throughout the time of Lent and Easter. 
If it due to distance or loss that loved ones are not with us, we can still remember and pray for 
them at this time. Please take a card from either of our churches and place in the basket. 

Liturgy Times this Week   
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm OLMC 
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Tue  6.30pm OLMC 
Wed:         9.15am St Anne’s 
 11.00am Funeral– Margaret Dillon 
  2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Facility 
Thurs:  9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri:  9.15am St Anne’s  
 9.45am St Anne’s Private Prayer 
  before Blessed Sacrament 
 2.30pm Riddell Gardens Aged Care 
 7.00pm St Anne’s Way of the Cross 
 

Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School: 9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School:  
   9740 7344 
Principal:  Julie Freeman 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please con-
tact the Parish Office for details of the next 
Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 

Reconciliation OLMC Church 
      10.00am-10.30am Saturday  

 

1 April  2017 
5th Sunday of Lent 

Psalm Response: 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory & Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the 

Lord; whoever believes in me will not die for 
ever. 

Glory & Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ! 
     

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Joan ATKINS Bruce CROWE      
Matthew FLANAGAN  Peter HAYES Fr Jim 
KIERCE Kath KILGARIFF Violeta 
MARIANO Sean MCINTYRE  Louie 
SPITERI Pasquale VILLELA 
 

Recently Deceased:     Margaret DILLON 
 
Anniversaries:  Austin D’MONTE Leonie 
D’MONTE Lily, Maria & Felix D’SOUZA  
Jacoba Maria DE RIDDER       Michael 
HURLEY Molly KEEPS     Mike KILGARIFF 
Brendan MORGANTI  Peggy TWOMEY 



PROJECT COMPASSION:  is a way our parish supports almsgiving 
through helping Caritas Australia. Caritas is one of the major interna-
tional aide agencies and they help build up marginalized areas around 
the world. Each Lent, we ask parishioners to take one of the boxes in 
each of our churches and donate to this very worthy cause. We ask for 
the boxes to be returned by the Easter weekend so that we can send 
the funds to Caritas.  
Jesus asked the friends of Lazarus to unbind him of the bandages from 
his burial. We need to help unbind those who are caught up in the cy-
cle of poverty. Things like education, housing, employment, health 
care, hygiene, care for elderly, public services are all important. Devel-
oping countries need support to establish such infrastructures. If you 
would like more information please call 1800 024 413. 
 

 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION: The Second Rite © Liturgy 
Brisbane: The second form of the sacrament of penance is a commu-
nal liturgical celebration from beginning to end. It begins with the com-
munity listening to the word of God. The homily emphasises our need 
for repentance and the infinite mercy of God. During the examination of 
conscience, the assembly reflects together on where and how they 
have fallen short of their baptismal commitment to follow Christ. 
The individual confession and absolution that follows is communal too 
in that the penitents approach the confessors in full view of all present. 
The priests stand at appropriate points around the worship space in 
such a way that penitents can be seen but not heard by others. 
It is a moving experience to witness fellow Christians humbling them-
selves publicly by approaching a confessor for forgiveness. As they do, 
we pray for them, that they will know the fullness of God’s grace and 
mercy. 
After the confessions, the ceremony concludes with a proclamation of 
praise, a prayer of thanksgiving and a blessing. These are an integral 
to the celebration, not an optional extra! 
Please stay for the final prayers and blessing." 
 
COMMUNITY APPROACH NEEDED TO PREVENT CHILD 
SEXUAL ABUSE:  from 1 January 2017 new laws called Child Safety 
Standards (CSS) were put in place. The CSS are in place to change 
the culture of treatment of children and vulnerable adults.  If any-
one is aware of an instance of child abuse we are now legally required 
to report it. Anyone who does not report a known abuse situation can 
be legally charged.  
 
RSJ ASSOCIATES:  meeting 1.30pm on Wednesday 5 April in meet-
ing room St Anne’s Church. All welcome. 

FOR OUR LENTEN PROGRAMME this year we are exploring “The Gift” 
that we have of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Morning sessions will be held after 
Mass on Thursdays at 9.45 am. Evening sessions will be at 7.30 pm on 
Thursdays. All sessions will be at St. Anne’s Church. The topic for this week is 
“Living in the Spirit” 
 

NEW PRINCIPAL OF OLMC SCHOOL:  Mrs Julie Freeman, Deputy 
Principal of St Mary’s School Thornbury has been appointed as Principal of 
our school. She has 20 years of experience in Catholic Schools. 
 

SUNBURY CHURCHES RECEIVE AWARD FROM HUME COUN-
CIL:  the “Christmas on the Green” even last December organized by the 
Sunbury Churches was voted by the City of Hume as the best community 
event in 2016. The plaque and certificate are on display in St Anne’s Church. 
 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY WALK FOR REFUGEES: Every year tens of thousands 
of people nationally march for justice for refugees affected by the cruel and 
harsh policies of the Australian government. With the increasingly vitriolic 
attacks on refugees and migrants around the world, it is now more important 
than ever that we gather and express solidarity alongside those who have 
struggled for their rights in this country. A peaceful walk will be held on April 9 
@1:00 PM St. Patrick's Cathedral East Melbourne…..all welcome 
 

KINDER KINDA:  our parish has been involved with Kinda Kinder program 
for a few years now. It is a program where the Victoria University Early Child-
hood students gain experience in planning and executing an education based 
play session in our parish with children from toddler to pre-schoolers. Parents 
stay and watch on (and chat) as their children interact and play during the 1 
hour session. Our program will start Tuesday 2 May at 9am and continue for 
4 weeks in the Parish Centre. All welcome. After the Kinder Kinda program is 
finished, our parish runs an informal playgroup where parents can access the 
toys for their children and just interact with each other while the children play. 
We would encourage participants of Kinder Kinda program to continue to 
come along to build up social networks. 
 

PREP 2018 CLOSING DATE:  Friday 21 April is the closing date for appli-
cations for enrolment in our Prep classes at our parish schools. 225 families 
have collected an enrolment pack. As there are 146 places, families are ad-
vised not to be late . School offices re-open on Tuesday 18 April. 
 

MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS: The Life, Marriage & Family Office 
warmly invite all expectant mothers and their families to the Mass for Ex-
pectant Mothers. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart at St 
Patrick's Cathedral on Sun14 May  at 11.00am. Reg can be made online at: 
www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily or alternatively by contacting: 9287 5587 
or lmf@cam.org.au. Please note that reg closes on Fri 5 May.    

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Lucette Debono St Anne’s Church – Lisa Crotty Chris Perry Narelle Anderson   
COUNTERS Kaye Roche Tony Tanti Ian Burnside GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer John Porta LECTORS:  Monisha D’Lima Christine Wallace 
Adelfo Hipolito Colin Wilson Mary Macdermid Terry Sweeney Brigid McConville Jo MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  5.30pm Val McManus 
Sashi Nair Eileen Naylor Jennifer Poon Carmel Pritchard Barry Roberts Yvonne Rozario Pauline Sharma 8.30am  Rex Jacob Lili Lupa Liz 
Richards Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew Swann Monica Allen10.30am Sean Quigley Tony Hendy Mick Hetherington 
Teresa Kiploks Sr Jose` Noy Moira Sullivan Mark Perry Mimi Quattrone  5.30pm Will Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco 

EASTER TIMETABLE 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Wednesday 5 April    7.30pm  St Anne’s Church 
(several priests available) 

One Feast over Three days 
Mass of the Last Supper  Thursday 13 April    7.30pm  St Anne’s Church 
 
Way of the Cross   Friday 14 April    9.00am  OLMC Church 
Combined Churches of Sunbury Friday 14 April  10.00am  Memorial Hall,  
            Village Green 
Veneration of the Cross  Friday 14 April    3.00pm  St Anne’s Church 
And Holy Communion 
Easter Vigil Mass   Saturday 15 April    7.00pm  St Anne’s Church 
 
Easter Sunday    Sunday 16 April  8.30am & 10.30am St Anne’s Church 
  
    (please note no 5.30pm Mass at OLMC on Easter Sunday 16 April) 
 


