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CHRISTMAS 2016 AND THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 
Let us evaluate the events of 2016 in the light of the story and values of the first Christmas. 
The large events of 2016 has been the denial of solidarity involved in Brexit; the exclusion of 
refugees fleeing from conflict in Syria and Libia; the brutal rhetoric and the promise of brutal 
action in the United States election; and in Australia, the acceptance of brutal discrimination of 
strangers, including children in detention. 
The situation at the first Christmas was an occupied nation in which citizens were compelled 
to walk for days to pay taxes to a distant Emperor; a local ruler, Herod, ready to kill children in 
order to eradicate potential rivals and a lack of hospitality in Bethlehem. 
Into this situation, God became poor to join the poor, dependent to join the powerless, vulner-
able to join those without security, born outside the town with despised shepherds for compa-
ny. 
We have a choice to accept the victory of power, wealth and brutality or work in hope for a 
new political order as we are people of hope based on God’s victory at his resurrection. 
 
Last Sunday, St Joseph was a key focus of our Mass gospel: Pope Francis while in the Philip-
pines in 2015 commented on how in the gospels we often find Joseph resting, as an angel 
reveals God’s will to him in his dreams. Joseph awoke and got up and acted on his dream. 
The Pope continued “Joseph listened to the angel of the Lord and responded to God’s call to 
care for Jesus and Mary. In this way he played his part in God’s plan, and became a blessing 
not only for the Holy Family, but a blessing for all of humanity… God’s love becomes present 
and active by the way we love and by the good works that we do. We extend Christ’s King-
dom in this world.” 
 
WELL DONE-THANK YOU:  on this last Sunday of 2016, let us thank all who have contribut-
ed to making our parish what it has been this year. Our people have shared their talents and 
given their time in many areas: administration, altar serving, Bingo helpers, canteen helpers, 
chauffeuring to Mass, cleaning, counters, education, fundraising, future planning, liturgical 
ministries, maintenance, music ministry, parish posties, prayer groups, school helpers, social 
justice promotion, Vinnies, visiting the infirmed and youth ministry. 
We thank all those who have given in the Stewardship program, paying our running expensed 
and reducing our parish debt down to $71500. 
 
THANKS AND FAREWELL:  at the end of the school year, we farewelled ten teachers who 
have given a total of 35 years of service to our children at our two schools. The total includes 
fifteen years given by Ann McGowan who has been the Reading Recovery Director teaching 
over 200 of our children. We shall employ 13 new staff members for next year, with two extra 
classes due to expanding enrolment.  
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to the family of Trevor Donnelly who entered eter-
nal life last Sunday. Trevor and his late wife were our parishioners. Trevor resided in Riddell 
Gardens Facility for a few months. His funeral was held last Thursday. 
We also extend to Frank Ianno of Clarkefield whose wife Giuseppa aged 61 years who en-
tered eternal life on Wednesday after suffering a rare disease. They have been our parishion-
ers for 34 years. Her Funeral Mass is on Wednesday at 11am concluding with the committal 
at Sunbury cemetery at 12.30pm. 
 
DON BOSCO HOLIDAY CAMPS:   three camps are being held for young people, junior 9-
13years (Jan 3-6, 16-19) and Seniors (Jan 9-12) at Safety Beach. Book online 
www.donboscocamp.org.au. Details 5987 2692. The camps are run by volunteer youth lead-
ers offering an exciting holiday for all regardless of financial circumstances in a safe and sup-
portive environment.  
 
COBURG PASTOR FOR 42 YEARS: Father Sean Patrick O’Connell grew up in Thornbury. 
He was appointed to the parish of St Paul’s Coburg in 1975. Fr Sean learnt to speak Italian 
and began to think like an Italian! At his Golden Jubilee of Ordination last July, he wanted no 
gifts from parishioners instead, he gave them a gift of a fountain recalling the fountain in 
Rome marking the place of St Paul’s martyrdom. The fountain at St Paul’s outside the walls of 
Pentridge in Coburg flows today as a symbol of his generous priestly service for 42 years in 
Coburg. His funeral was held yesterday with an overflowing congregation. 
         PTO 

Liturgy Times this Week 
Sat   6.00pm St Anne’s 
  8.00pm St Anne’s 
 10.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
  10.30amSt Anne’s    
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Tues Public Holiday 
Wed:        9.15am St Anne’s 
 11.00am St Anne’s– Funeral Mass 
   Giuseppa Ianno 
Thurs  9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri:  9.15am St Anne’s  
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm St Anne’s 
 

Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School: 9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School:  
   9740 7344 
Acting Principal:  Mark Gleeson 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. Please con-
tact the Parish Office for details of the next 
Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 

Reconciliation OLMC Church 
      10.00am-10.30am Saturday  

 

25 December 2016 
Christmas Day 

Psalm Response 
Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord 

Alleluia!      

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Emmanuel AGIUS Margaret CROOKS 
Kath KILGARIFF Lionel MCGUIRE Violeta 
MARIANO  Josephine   MEHAS Bernadette 
NOONAN Cassandra O’KEEFFE Arthur     
PALSER Kath REILLY Kevin SMITH    Frank 
WALKER Beth WARBURTON Bethany 
WRAGG 
 

Recently Deceased:  Trevor DONNELLY  
Giuseppa IANNO Fr Sean O’CONNELL  PP 
Lola SAMMUT Stuart  WILMOTT  
 

Anniversaries: Margaret CASTLES Margaret 
CAUCHI Antonia CAUCHI Theresa CAUCHI 
Carmeno CAUCI Marija CAUCHI Timothy & 
Thomasina GAFFNEY Jeremiah & Norah 
MAHONY Patrick WALLACE Paul ZAMMIT 



FOUNDING PASTOR FAREWELLED; Last Sunday afternoon about 
600 parishioners of Caroline Springs celebrated Mass with ten priests 
to farewell their first parish priest, Father John Tollan who is returning 
to Auckland NZ to be a parish priest in order to be closer to his ageing 
mother and family. The parishioners gave him a beautiful chalice, vest-
ments and much money. 
 
NATIONAL REDRESS SCHEME FOR VICTIMS OF SEXUAL 
ABUSE:  Our Melbourne Archdiocese is one of the first organizations 
in Australia including governments to implement this scheme. Those 
previously given assistance have had the redress doubled to $150000 
the amount agreed by all state and federal governments. Some gov-
ernment agencies are yet to begin giving assistance as promised under 
the national scheme. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT’S CHILD 
SAFE STANDARDS:  The Victorian Government has introduced com-
pulsory minimum Child Safe Standards that apply to organisations that 
provide services for children to help protect them from all forms of 
abuse. These are to be implemented by 1st January 2017. The empha-
sis of these new legislative requirements is to effect further cultural 
change; to attempt to change attitudes towards, and increase aware-
ness of our obligations to the safety of our children. Our Parish has 
been working on these standards, in consultation with the Archdiocese, 
to build on our child safety measures already in place. A Child Safety 
Policy, Commitment to Children Statement, Reporting Child Abuse, 
Child Safety Code of Conduct, have been developed. A copy of these 
can be found in the church foyer, on our website or available at the 
office. Details of the 7 Child Safe Standards and further information can 
be found at www.dhs.vic.gov.au. 

    …..Kevin McIntosh 
 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS; Wednesday 14 December 2016; By Eliza-
beth Kirkland Cahill, America Magazine; ‘The Lord is close to the 
broken-hearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.’ - 
Ps 34:19  What leaves us more broken-hearted than losing someone 
we love? In the face of such loss we are disoriented, speechless, 
wounded by a million shards of pain. Death changes life, changes it 
utterly; when the beloved is gone, things are never the same again. We 
may feel that God has walked out on us; we may be angry, insisting 
that if He had really loved us this awful thing would not have happened. 
The psalmist clearly knew this kind of pain—the Hebrew words for 
‘broken-hearted’ and ‘crushed in spirit’ carry the force of being shat-
tered and pulverised. But the psalmist also knew this: that God does 
not forsake us in times of searing, terrible hurt.  
Our Lord not only loves us, he is close to us—again, the Hebrew is 
instructive, as the word for ‘close’ is associated with the inward parts of 
a human being. Amid the pain and suffering, God remains present in 
our hearts. No matter how much we wail and shake our fists, He will 
abide with us. We do not walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death alone; He is there to comfort us as we trudge through the dark-
ness, leading us on even when we cannot imagine that there could 
ever be light again.  
At such times, prayer is a challenge. Tears come readily; words do not. 
No matter: even when we are so numb that we cannot feel His pres-
ence, God is surrounding us with love, wiping away our tears, binding 
up our wounds. And ever so gently, ever so gradually, He will soothe 
death’s sting with the saving promise of eternal life.  
Lord of heaven and earth, Stay by my side as I journey through times 
of loss and pain, and grant me the healing comfort of your presence. 
Amen. 
 

SUNDAY EVENING MASSES : during January and February we will be 
following our custom of celebrating  Mass at 5.30pm in St Anne’s Church 
where there is cooling for the health of all beginning on Sunday 1 January 
2017. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ASSISTING REFUGEE STUDENTS:  
MERCY CONNECT MELBOURNE – Mercy Works Ltd. is currently recruiting 
volunteers to support Refugee Students and Asylum Seekers in the Mel-
bourne Archdiocese. The volunteer commitment is approximately half a day 
per week for four school terms. Experience working in an educational setting 
is preferred but not limited to. Interview process will be in late January fol-
lowed by a Training Day early 2017. Please contact Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for 
an application form and further information. Email: somml@bigpond.com   
( preferred for contact ) Website: www.mercyworks.org.au Mercy Connect 
Melbourne  -   Tel: 9326 1895 
 

GROVEDALE PARISH:  Holiday travelers to the Surfcoast (Grovedale, 
Torquay and Anglesea)– you may be visiting us over the Christmas/ New 
Year break and beyond, so come and have a look at our brand new website: 
www.cam.org.au/grovedale.  It has all our Mass times and Bulletins on it as 
well as lots of other interesting material.  Please get to know us a little before 
you arrive, and we will look forward to saying hello when we meet you at any 
of our Masses. 
 
HELP PLEASE:  Christmas Masses will be lovely, but we will need some 
help with packing up the extra chairs. We will have a working bee on Monday 
at 10am for anyone who can help. Thanks in advance. 
 
 
 

Christmas Prayer 
When the song of the angels is stilled 

When the star in the sky is gone 
When the kings and princes are home 

When the shepherds are back with their 
flock 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost 

To heal the broken 
To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner 
To rebuild the nations 

To bring peace among others 
To make music in the heart 

Amen 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Yvonne Sparks St Anne’s Church – Beth Girdwood Jo COUNTERS No Teams GIFT 
SHOP: Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians LECTORS:  Paul Fanning Tom Allen Mimi Quattrone Alan Slocombe MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION:  5.30pm Mary Baensch Anne Burnside Vicki Heath Paul Hogan Garnet Jacob Paul Fanning Albert & Diana Mastramico  
8.30am  Monica Allen Carmel Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Ann Chircop Lloyd D’Crus Assistance Required 10.30am Grace Tucker 
Bernadette Anderson John Bottoms Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davies Olga Ellul Johanna Fahey 5.30pm Alan Slocome Mary 
Thomas Christine Wallace 



CHRISTMAS THEME 2017: This year our parish focused on the reading from the Corinthians “Love is patient; love is king; love is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrong-
doing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 
Our focus is Love because at this time of year we remember the birth of Jesus who came to this world as a tiny baby. He came to this 
world to teach us how to live better lives. He taught us to love each other as we would ourselves. His message from over 2000 years 
ago is still important. If we all lived our lives as Jesus taught us, how much better this world would be. 
As we remember the birth of Jesus, may we show those around us, that they are loved and respected.  
Week 1 we focused on Hope. Week 2 was Kindness. Week 3 was Patience. Week 4 was Enduring Love. 

 
 
FAMILIES:  come in all shapes and sizes and are all unique in how they work 
together to be ‘one’. Joseph, Mary and Jesus made up a unique family. Joseph 
was asked to be father to Jesus and raise him as his own, which would have 
been an incredibly difficult thing to do in that time. Mary was a very young mother 
which was customary for the time . Jesus himself was then born in a stable after 
a huge journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It would have been a harrowing 
experience for Joseph and Mary to do such a trip at such a late stage of her 
pregnancy. This is the Holy Family. Like all families, they had their struggles. Eg 
being refugees in Egypt, losing their child in Jerusalem and Mary present at Je-
sus’ death in Calvary. They are loved and remembered throughout time. All fami-
lies are not perfect and remembered by generation after generation. The stories 
we share with our families are very special. It is always delightful to hear about 
the adventures of our parents and grandparents in their younger days. To have 
family traditions which are passed down to the young. Recipes from grandma’s 
Christmas pudding which we cook today so that we can remember her. We sit in 
chairs our grandfather used to sit in. We love to look at old photos and hear the 
story of them– how long ago, who it was, why they were there.  
In our time, families take many forms. They are not all the traditional mum, dad and kids. Some grandparents raise their grandchil-
dren, some are single parent families. Some families have no children, some families have homosexual parents. All of these exam-
ples are families and each one is unique. Friends are the family we choose.  
Our Parish is our family. The bonds made here in our parish of Sunbury are a family. When we hear of new children being born or the 
loss of one of our loved members the community react according to a real family.  
Not all families like each other. Some are quite dysfunctional and separated. For many different reasons this is a reality. We pray for 
these families that peace and love can be restored one day.  
We remember our loved ones who are near and far today. The love in our hearts for them is real whether we can hug them or not 
today. Our love does not diminish if they are absent from us today. But hug those close to you now and show them a smile and love 

so that when you are away they will remember how your smiled at them and loved them.  
How precious is the gift of a family…… 
 
So at this time of year, our parish team wish you and your loved ones a very Peaceful and 
joyful Christmas and  blessings for the New Year.     
      ….Joanne Spiteri 
 
 


