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Liturgy Times this Week 
Sat   5.30pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm OLMC 
Mon  9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Wed:  9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri:  9.15am St Anne’s 
 

10.00am-10.30am  
Reconciliation St Anne’s 

  
  

6 November 2016 
32ndSunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm Response 
Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full. 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;  

glory and kingship be his for ever and ever. 
Alleluia! 

 
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.: Sr Jose Noy RSJ  
Pastoral Co-ord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:    9744 3055 
Principal:   Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Acting Principal: Mark Gleeson 
 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. 
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Carmel BRENNAN Jesse HOGAN  
Judy HOGAN Cath KILGARIFF Cathie LIO         
Josephine MEEHAS Arthur PALSER Leo RYAN 
Frank WALKER Beth WARBURTON Shirley 
WHORLOW Bethany WRAGG 
 
Recently Deceased:  Fr John ALDAG PE Grace 
BOOTH Roma CAREW Krystyna KULPINSKA 
 
Anniversaries: Mary FAHEY Victor FERNANDEZ 
Sheila HOCTOR Ernest MILLETT        Margaret 
RODRIGUES Pamela SNELL Rudolph SNELL  
Stephen WOODS  

Purgatory – Catholic Tradition 
 

November is the last month of the liturgical year. The Sunday readings 
lead us to think of the end times. The Redemptorists who conducted numerous 
parish missions and retreats, and did so with tremendous impact, devoted their 
most memorable talks to making us consider our individual end-time. Well do I 
remember the words of the preacher: ‘One thing is certain: DEATH; and after 
death the judgement.’ Then, after judgement come ‘heaven’ & ‘hell’.  There-
fore, there were always talks on death, heaven and hell. But what about those 
who die in friendship with God, but who are not perfectly fit to enter heaven? 
They certainly do not deserve eternal condemnation. What happens to them? 
Since ‘nothing defiled can enter heaven’, souls need to be purified or purged. 

What is the Church’s teaching on purgatory? The Catholic Catechism 
says this: ‘All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly puri-
fied, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.’ 

November has traditionally been the month when Catholics remember 
to pray for their departed loved ones. The Second Book of Maccabees (12:38-
46) is the classic biblical text underpinning our practice of praying for the de-
ceased. I won’t quote it in full, but I do recommend you look it up in the Bible 
and read it for yourself. The punch-line of the text is encapsulated in these 
words: ‘It is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they 
may be loosed from their sins.’ (2 Macc 12:46) 

Let me clear up some misconceptions around the doctrine of Purgato-
ry. Nowhere does the Church teach that Purgatory is a place. Nowhere does 
the Church teach about how long God takes to purify a soul. Nowhere does 
the Church teach how God goes about the purification process. Purgatory is 
not a place, but a state or a process of purification. God is not limited by time in 
the way we understand time. As the Holy Book says, ‘with God a thousand 
years are like a single day.’ Fire is used to purify metals such as gold. The word 
‘fire’ with relation to Purgatory is used metaphorically, not literally. 

Purgatory is best understood as a process by which we are purged of 
our residual selfishness. Purgatory is a process of our becoming perfectly hu-
man, perfectly holy, and perfectly ready to enjoy the beatific vision where we 
will see God face to face. I believe that the process of purification starts to hap-
pen in this life as we progress towards wholeness and holiness. I believe that 
the suffering and the trials that come our way can have a purifying effect on us. 
As gold is tested by fire to remove impurities, so we are tested by trials to prove 
our real worth. Finally, after much trial and tribulation we become more fully 
human and more like God who created us in his own image and likeness. Pur-
gatory gives the finishing touches. Instead of speculating about Purgatory, let 
us leave everything in God’s merciful hands, and let us pray for our deceased 
loved ones, especially during this month of November. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
 

NOVEMBER MASSES:  throughout the month of November we remember our 
dearly departed loved ones. At every mass the book of Remembrance will be 
brought forward with the gifts 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  on Sunday 4 December our parish will be celebrating the 
80th Birthday of Fr Bert Fulbrook in the Parish Centre. Wine will be provided. 
Please bring a plate to share. More info to come……. 



SAVE THE DATE!!!!- Annual Parish Christmas Dinner Dance will 
be held on Saturday 3 December in the Parish Centre. Tickets will 
be on sale from 1st week of November @ $20 per head, pensioners 
$15, children ages 6-10 $15 per head or family of 4 $50. Tickets will be 
pre-sold with no tickets sold at the venue. Enquiries to Garnet on 0411 
286 428. Lots of cash and raffle prizes to win. Donations for the raffle 
would be greatly appreciated. Food and DJ included in this price-that’s 
outstanding value!! 
All funds raised will be donated to the following causes: Parish Over-
seas Humanitarian Project, Village Green Christmas Carols, Sunbury 
neighbourhood Kitchen, Parish H S I Group and Youth Group. 
We would welcome any businesses to support this event. Any support-
ers will be advertised on all Youth group flyers. For $25 each event or 
$100 for 4 events in 2017. Please contact Garnet for more info. 
 
EVERGREENS LUNCH:  please take an invitation from the basket 
near the front entrance at both churches for Evergreens Lunch hosted 
by OLMC Prep children on Thursday 10 November from 12 noon to 
1pm in their classrooms. 
 
DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING:  will be held on Sunday 13 Novem-
ber at 9.30am in St Anne’s church for anyone who would like to know 
how to use the Defibrillator which was donated by a generous parish-
ioner and will be installed in our church soon. All welcome. 
 
BETHANY WRAGG:  on behalf of the Wragg family we wish to 
thank Fr Kevin, Fr Bert, Sr Jose` and parishioners of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish for their thoughts and prayers on behalf of Betha-
ny Wragg. After a very traumatic period over 4 months, Bethany is 
slowly recovering with true spirit and determination and looking forward 
to the future. From Mary, Brenden and children. 
 

REFLECTION:  “I am standing upon the seashore. A ship at my side 
spreads her white sails to the morning breeze and starts for the blue 
ocean. She is an object of beauty and strength. I stand and watch her 
until at length she hangs like a speck of white cloud just where the sea 
and sky come to mingle with each other. Then someone at my side 
says: “There, she is gone!” 
“Gone where?” Gone from my sight. That is all. She is just as large in 
mast and hull and spar as she was when she left my side and she is 
just as able to bear her load of living freight to her destined port.  
Her diminished size is in me, not in her. And just at the moment when 
someone at my side says, “There, she is gone!” there are other eyes 
watching her coming, and other voices ready to take up the glad shout: 
“Here she comes!” And that is dying.– Author Unknown 
 
ST AMBROSE PARISH WOODEND CENTENARY CELEBRA-
TIONS: Sunday 20 November, 10am, St Ambrose Church, 47 Ur-
quhart Street, Woodend. On the feast of Christ the King this year, 
November 20th 2016, St Ambrose Parish will celebrate the church's 
centenary. 
Bishop Terry Curtain will celebrate the 10am Mass and at the end of 
the mass he will bless the church's new front doors.  
Following the mass and Blessing of the new front doors all are invited 
to the St Ambrose Parish Hall for a light lunch and a chance to talk 
about old times. All are welcome to join us for this wonderful celebra-
tion. RSVP: email woodend@cam.org.au or phone 54272690  
 
SUNBURY STREETLIFE FESTIVAL:  Sunday 20 November from 
10am-3.30pm in O’Shannassy St, Sunbury. Showcasing local busi-
nesses with something for the whole family. 
 
 

RUPERTSWOOD HARVEST:  Sunday 6 November 10am-3pm. You are 
welcome to visit Salesian College to see Agriculture program offered to stu-
dents at the school. There will be food, music, patch tours, mansion tours and 
activities for children. 
 
MEMORIAL MASS:  will be held on Wednesday 16 November at St 
Anne’s Church at 7.30pm. We will dedicate this mass to the memory of 
those who have entered eternal life. Please bring a picture of your loved one. 
A supper will be shared afterward. 
 
CHRISTMAS ON THE GREEN:  the Combined Churches of Sunbury are 
seeking help.  Need helpers to set up and pack up stalls, selling food, drink, 
candles, collection, handing out program, children's activities, etc. Please call 
Wilmy on 9740 9448 if you can help please. A sign up sheet is at the back of 
both churches for you to consider. 
 
A NEW DAY DAWNS: The release by Pope Francis of the encyclical 
LAUDATO SÍ heralded the beginning of a new chapter in the history of our 
rich Catholic Social Teaching. Pope Francis reminded us of our responsibility 
to be good stewards of God’s Creation. World-renowned Eco-theologian Fr 
Séan McDonagh will deliver the 2016 Rerum Novarum Oration on the topic: 
“A NEW DAY DAWNS” based upon the call by St John Paul II for an 
“ecological conversion”. The official Respondent will be Ms Jacqui Rémond, 
Director, Catholic Earthcare Australia  You are invited to attend this free Ora-
tion: TUESDAY 15th November 2016 Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert 
Street, East Melbourne (Corner Albert and Lansdowne Streets) Oration 
begins at 7.30pm  (refreshments served from 7.00pm) Inquiries / RSVP; 
justice@cam.org.au   or (03) 9926 5727. ALL WELCOME  
 
FUNDRAISER:  the Columban Partnership Team wish to invite you all to 
mark a date in your diaries for Sunday 13 November to a BYO family picnic in 
the beautiful gardens at “Duneira” Mt Macedon from 11am to 4pm. This will be 
a fundraiser for St Elizabeth Hospital, Hyderabad, Pakistan which is run by 
the St Columban Mission Society and provides the only home based Palliative 
Care in Pakistan, has a school of Midwifery and a Mobile Medical Outreach. 
Your generous donations are always appreciated and go directly to the hospi-
tal so that the people of Hyderabad receive the best possible medical care to 
those in greatest need regardless of their religious or ethnic background. Tick-
ets purchased before the day will be $15 an adult with school age children 
free. This will include free coffee or tea. You can purchase a glass of wine for 
$5. Tickets purchased on the day will be $20. BYO Alcohol and dogs not per-
mitted. Further info Paul 0412 692 893 or Bill 5426 1544. 
 
NEWS FROM LITURGY TEAM:  our team meeting was held on Wednes-
day 26 October and we have some upcoming notices for your attention. 
 Saturday 5 November St Anne’s Church 10am all musicians and AV 

operators invited to gathering to discuss the needs of those involved 
in music ministry 

 Advent Reflection days: 1 & 15 November after 9.15am Mass and 
30/10 & 14 November in evenings. More info to come 

 Blessing of graves will take place on Sunday 27 November. Bulla at 
2pm and Sunbury at 3pm. 

 Memorial Mass on 16 November at 7.30pm St Anne’s Church 
 Festival of Carols & Readings OLMC hosting on Sunday 18 Decem-

ber in OLMC Church 
 
ROOM FOR RENT:  Fully furnished 3 bedroom unit. Non smoker, non 
drinker preferred. No pets. Mature male preferred. $170 per week and split 
bills. Contact David on 0403 764 544. 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Anne Smith CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Snell Family St Anne’s Church – Skeeter Jacob Cedric D’Souza Jo COUN-
TERS Gerard Duggan Julie Reddan Anne McCormick GIFT SHOP: Roselle Duckworth Mary Wicks LECTORS:  Michael Hetherington Pe-
ter Readman Michael McConville Christine Wallace   MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Carmel Pritchard Barry Roberts Yvonne 
Rozario Pauline Sharma Angelo Snell Jim O’Brien Dawn Westwood Sue Wight 8.30am  Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson An-
drew Swann Monica Allen Jo & Carmel Wiegerink Tom Allen  10.30am Johanna Fahey Julie Reddan Tony Hendy Mick Hetherinton Teresa 
kiploks Sr Jose` Noy Mimi Quattrone Mark Perry 5.30pm  Will Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco 


