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Liturgy Times this Week 
Sat  6.00pm  St Anne’s 
Sun  8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon 9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Tues: 2.30pm Riddell Gardens Mass with Anointing 
Wed         9.15am  St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s-Funeral Jean Walters 
Thurs 9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri 9.15am St Anne’s  
 7.00pm St Anne’s– Way of the Cross 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am OLMC 

Wednesday 16 March– 7.30pm St Anne’s Church 
13th March 2016 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 

Psalm Response 
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 

with joy. 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless 
glory! 

With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender and 
compassionate. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless 
glory! 

 
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.: Sr Jose Noy RSJ  
Pastoral Coord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:    9744 3055 
Principal:  Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Paul Hogan 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. 
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  John BALNAVES Carmel BRENNAN   Jesse 
HOGAN Judy HOGAN Elaine KING Jeff LEONARD  
Phillip PAYNE Bill RICHARDS    
Russell SHOEBRIDGE John TADD Mary VICTOR   
 

Recently Deceased:  Ronald BROMAGE Peter 
FORSTER Harry KILKENNY John MURPHY Jean 
WALTERS  
 
Anniversaries:  Celine ALMEIDA Ronald ALMEIDA 
Austin & Leonie D’MONTE Kathleen DOOLAN   
Terrence FARIA Jewil FULTON Patricia JACOB 
John LOUIS Mary NOY Frank O’MAHONEY John 
RANDICH  

 

A Meditation on the Mercy of God 
Jesus, trying to furnish insights into the ‘Kingdom of God’, used everyday ob-

jects and actions to get his teaching across. He would say, ‘to what shall I compare the 
kingdom of God? It is like…’  In trying to explain the mercy of God in relation to the sins 
of mankind, what on earth can we use to get some sort of handle on the mercy of God? 

The only thing that springs to my mind is the ocean. I’d like to think of the ‘Ocean 
of God’s mercy’. Because two thirds (nearly seventy percent) of the earth’s surface is 
covered by seas and oceans, our world is called the ‘Blue Planet.’ The Pacific Ocean 
by itself covers 28% (over one quarter) of the earth’s surface. At its deepest part, in the 
Mariana Trench, the Pacific Ocean reaches a depth of nearly eleven thousand metres 
(10,924 metres to be exact). A rock weighing a kilogram dropped into this trench takes 
over one hour to reach the ocean floor. The height of the Eureka Tower in Melbourne at 
its peak is 301 metres. Yet thirty-six Eureka Towers standing one on top of the other in 
the Mariana Trench wouldn’t quite reach the water’s surface. 

Mt Everest, arguably the highest peak in the world, if submerged in the Mariana 
Trench, would still lie two thousand metres below the surface. If my sin was as huge as 
Ayer’s Rock (Uluru), it would be swallowed up in the ocean of God’s mercy. Such is the 
depth of God’s mercy that every sin truly repented disappears in the face of the divine 
mercy. No repentant sinner, no matter how low he has stooped, need fear approaching 
the throne of God’s mercy. The prodigal son must have known he stood a good chance 
of gaining the father’s forgiveness. But even he must have been overwhelmed by the 
lavishness of the father’s welcome and the depth of his father’s loving and merciful 
heart. 

It is my belief that the sacrament of reconciliation is the most shunned of all the 
sacraments. I think that is because we focus too much on our sins. If they are big we 
are ashamed to have to confess them. And if they are small we find it difficult to identify 
them. No matter how big; no matter how small, if our sins are thrown into the ocean of 
God’s mercy, they will disappear. Therefore, the sacrament of reconciliation is best 
understood as a celebration of the mercy of God rather than the dreary counting of sins. 
The stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son all end up in celebration. 

On Wednesday, 16 March, we will be ‘celebrating’ the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion as a community who believe that God is full of mercy and compassion. Big or 
small, our sins are swallowed up in the ocean of God’s merciful love. We can observe 
this Jubilee Year of Mercy in no better way than to participate in the communal celebra-
tion of the second rite of reconciliation offered to us as we prepare to celebrate the 
death and resurrection of Christ, the paschal mystery, through which we gain our salva-
tion. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
LENT MASS WITH ANOINTING OF SICK: 
Riddell Gardens  2.30pm Tuesday 15 March 
Lions Hostel  11.00am  Wednesday 23 March 
Goonawarra Aged Care 3.30pm  Wednesday 23 March 
 
OUR RECONCILATION SERVICE FOR LENT:  in this Year of Mercy, 
we have our service at St Anne’s on Wednesday 16 March at 7.30pm with four priests 
offering absolution of our sins. 
 
“POPE’S SLUM GUY” was the headline in a tabloid newspaper in London as it de-
scribed Pope Francis’ five-day visit to Mexico last month. The secular press like the 
Pope.  
Among the highlights of the Pope’s visit was his visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe where in 1531 Our Lady appeared in tenderness to Juan Diego: “Am I not your 
mother?” Pope Francis prayed in silence. Those 20 motionless minutes were the long-
est human silence broadcast on Mexican live television. 
On Sunday he celebrated Mass in one of the country’s poorest and most crime-blighted 
areas, Ecatepec where 2 million gathered to take part. 
On Monday, he told 100000 indigenous Mexicans they have much to teach the rest of 
the world of “how to interact harmoniously with nature, which they respect as “a source 
of food, a common home and an altar of human sharing” 



The mercy of Christ brings acceptance and 
sets us free…… Lenten Program Resource 
2016 
 
LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM: Has there ever been anyone 
in your life who did for you what Jesus did for the woman in today’s 
Gospel? What change did it bring about for you? Take some time to 
thank God for this encounter and ask him to commission you to go and 
do likewise. 
If you have not had this experience, then take some time and bring 
before God all those who know themselves to be condemned, and ask 
for God’s mercy upon them. 
Which “room” in the House of Mercy will you visit this week– empathy, 
trust, tenderness, acceptance, forgiveness, compassion or understand-
ing? 
 

THANK YOU:  to our Prep teachers last week for supporting the 
children both at school and in the parish. Parenting in Faith nights were 
held at St Anne’s school on Tuesday 1 March and at OLMC school on 
Wednesday 2 March. The teachers looked after the children at a 
“pyjama party” while parents shared their faith journey with others.  
Our Preps also attended Mass last Sunday and again their teachers, 
families and parish community supported them as they begin their 
school education.  
 

CONTEMPLATION BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  
will be offered each Friday from 9.45am to 10.45am in the Chapel 
(except when the Church is needed for a funeral or other communal 
liturgy). A time for silent, personal prayer. 
 

MUSICIANS PLEASE:  our parish is fortunate to have been blessed 
with many talented musicians and singers who give so generously of 
their time and talent each week by leading the music  at our Masses. 
We would love to hear from anyone who is able to help out, even if it is 
not on a regular basis. Please contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060 if 
you would be interested in helping at Mass with music in any way. 
 

PARISH PLAYGROUP:  will replace Kinder Kinda due to funding 
changes for the Victoria University Program. The sessions were a 
structured educational based play session. Due to the changes, we will 
now run an informal play session every Tuesday from 9am-10am in the 
Parish Centre starting 12 April 2016. All welcome. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COMBINED CHURCHES OF SUNBURY:  will 
hold their service on March 25 at 10am in Memorial Hall with Fr Kevin 
beginning the Service. 
 

EUTHANASIA BILL DEFEATED IN EUROPE: Recently 87% of 
the 751 members of the European Parliament voted to defeat a pro-
euthanasia declaration. 
 

CATHEDRAL ORCHESTRAL CONCERT:  Wednesday 16 March 
from 6pm to 8pm. Admission $20  per person– St Patricks’ Cathedral 
Music by Mozart, Schubert, Dibelius & Mussergsky. Conducted by 
Mario Dobernig 

The following children from our parish will be baptized this Sunday: 
Patrick WENZEL  
Spencer BARBARA 
Charlotte MALLIA 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish community of the 
Church 
 
PROJECT COMPASSION:  this year Caritas celebrates 50 years of the 
national Project Compassion campaign. Over the past 50 years Project Com-
passion has enabled Caritas to work in partnership with local communities in 
118 countries. Your support has enabled Caritas Australia to assist marginal-
ized communities throughout Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific as 
well as Australia’s First Peoples. 
The theme for Project Compassion this year is Learning More Creating 
Change.  During this Lenten season, the Church invites us to be more loving 
and generous with our time, our talents and our material possessions. Let 
God’s abundant love motivate us to reach out to love others, family and 
friends, neighbours and those who need our compassionate love. 
Prayer: For our brothers and sisters around the world experiencing extreme 
poverty and injustice: that our financial support will bring about better quality 
health care to nurture life and well-being. We pray to the Lord. 
 
MELBOURNE CATHOLIC:  the second edition of Melbourne Catholic is 
now available free of charge from the Welcome Desk in the foyer of St Anne’s 
Church and at the back of OLMC church. Some of the articles include From 
dark to light: the Easter Vigil; The miraculous heart of the Eucharist; Only in 
God is there perfection. Please take your free copy today. 
 
TWILIGHT SCHOOL:  UBUNTU Australian Tour at Salesian College, Sun-
bury. An unforgettable experience embracing masterful drumming, evocative 
songs and mind blowing dance moves. Held on Tuesday 12 April at 7pm. 
Bookings through www.kwaya.org. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  the local Regional Council of St Vincent de 
Paul Society, who meet once a month in Sunbury, is in urgent need of a mi-
nute Secretary. All training and equipment will be provided for this post. You 
do not need to be a current member of the Society but will be required to com-
plete a police check and Working with Children Check. Can you help? To 
volunteer or get more information please call the Regional Resident, Arthur 
Donovan on 0427 394 495. 
 
PARISH DANCE: The Ripchords will be back at the parish Centre on Satur-
day 25 June with their great music and will get you up dancing all night! Cost 
is $20 per head. BYO basket supper. All profit goes to LAP Project. Make a 
table and join in the fun. Enquiries to Cathie on 0405 380 560. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY: we offer to Debbie Williams and Robert 
Walters as their mother Jean Walters entered eternal life on Thursday. Jean 
has been an Eucharistic Catholic among us for 25 years. We thank the Com-
munion Ministers who served her in the Lions Hostel for the past seven years. 
Her Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday at 10.30am before the 
committal in Tasmania. 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Roselle Duckworth CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Peter Readman St Anne’s Church –Nil COUNTERS Kelly Stark Vern & 
Maureen Walters  GIFT SHOP: Pat & Peter Readman Mary Wicks  LECTORS:  Moira Sullivan Tom Allen Mimi Quattrone Alan Slocombe 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Mary Baensch Anne Burnside Vicki Heath Paul Hogan Garnet Jacob Paul Fanning Albert & Di-
ana Mastramico  8.30am Monica Allen Jo & Carmel Wiegerink Colin & Coreen Wilson Tom Allen Ann Chircop Lloyd D’Crus 10.30am 
Grace Tucker Bernadette Anderson John Bottoms Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davies Olga Ellul Johanna Fahey  5.30pm Alan 
Slocombe Mary Thomas Christine Wallace 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Sunday 13 March  10.30amMass  5th Sunday of Lent 
Saturday 19 March  6.00pm Mass  Catholic Education Week 
All children are welcome to be part of Children’s Liturgy of the Word which is held in the foyer of St 
Anne’s Church.  



Lenten Parish Liturgy Program: 
Fridays in Lent   Way (Stations) of the Cross   St Anne’s  7.00pm 
Wednesday 16 March  Parish Reconciliation Celebration  St Anne’s  7.30pm 
Thursday 24 March  Holy Thursday    St Anne’s  7.30pm 
Friday 25 March   Good Friday– Way of the Cross  OLMC   9.00am 
    Combined Church Service   Memorial Hall 10.00am 
    Good Friday– Veneration of Cross  St Anne’s  3.00pm 
Saturday 26 March  Easter Vigil    St Anne’s  8.00pm 
Sunday 27 March   Easter Sunday    St Anne’s  8.30am, 10.30am 
         OLMC  5.30pm 
 
LENT FOCUS: YEAR OF MERCY:   
One of the corporal works of mercy is to visit prisoners:  In Mark’s Gospel, the soldiers ironically mock what Jesus truly is: the Messiah King. 
How many other prisoners, like Jesus, would fell themselves at the very centre of ridicule? Being mocked because they were captive, laughed at be-
cause they stumbled blindly beneath such power, not able to respond, so those who taunt them are not afraid of them. Part of the humiliation Jesus 
must have felt was that he saw himself being treated, or mistreated, just like any other prisoner that night.  
Think about how you can help with this work of mercy: 
 Donate funds to provide prayer sheets, bibles and rosary beads for Catholic Prison Ministry 
 Volunteers as a member of the prison faith community (contact cpmvic@ccam.org.au) 
 Consider the homeless and what drove them to the streets 
 Remember those in prison as though you were in prison with them (Heb 13:3) Pray for them 
From Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation reflections written by Br Mark O’Connor FMS and originally published in Kairos Vol 22. 
 
One of the Spiritual Works of mercy is to bear wrongs patiently. This statement leads to the question “Why do bad things happen to good peo-
ple?” Is it fair that bad things happen to good people? Well no! but it isn’t good that bad things happen to anyone really.  To bear wrongs patiently is to 
show God’s grace when we are at a low point. Sure it is easy to lash out at those upsetting us, but it is truly gracious to bear the wrong done to us. It 
is where we ask God our Father to walk with us and guide us through the turmoil around us. He will guide us out of the trouble in our life. We are not 
alone. Our faith helps us, our community helps us. We are God’s children– God helps us. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE: INFANT VIABILITY BILL PETITION:  Dr Rachel Carling-Jenkins MP has introduced an Infant Viability Bill 2015 into Parlia-
ment. The current Abortion Laws passed in 2008 are currently unethical and need to be changed. Did you know the current laws 
 Allow abortions to be performed to the point of birth 
 Babies in the womb who are viable (around 23 weeks gestation) are being aborted 
 It is not necessary to provide medical care to a baby who survived abortion 
 No counselling or support is given to the mother after an abortion 
 
Support Needed: the 20 Week Movement is an initiative supporting the Infant Viability Bill, recently introduced into the Victorian Parliament by Rachel 
Carling-Jenkins MP.  
The Infant Viability Bill legitimately seeks to reduce the harm caused by the Abortion Law Reform Bill 2008 (some points mentioned above) by seek-
ing  to: 
 Strengthen provisions of care for pregnant women in distress 
 Place limitations on abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy 
 
As such, the initiative has the support of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. If you feel these laws need to be changed, please sign both petitions at the 
back of St Anne’s Church or come to the Parish Office. Please sign both petitions as one goes to the Legislative Council and one to the Legislative 
Assembly of Victoria. These are due by 14 March. Contact the 20 Week Movement at infantviabilityact@gmail.com or 0412 521 143. 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Monday 14 March  4.30pm  St Vincent de Paul  St Anne’s Church 
 
OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT  SUPPORTING CHILDREN IN JAKARTA LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS.VISIT TO LENTERA 
ANAK PELANGI ( LAP ) IN JAKARTA: During February while staying in Jakarta, Frank O’Connor one of our support team was able to attend a 
gathering at Atma Jaya Catholic University on Sunday 28th  to celebrate LAP’s  seventh ‘ birthday ‘. During these past seven years over 100 children 
living in the poorest parts of Jakarta have been supported by LAP and for the past two years our OLMC parish and schools have been significant 
contributors both financially and otherwise to their work. Despite the heavy monsoonal rains some 80 children with their carer’s, usually grandparents 
or sometimes mothers, were able to attend the function. The cost of their travel by public transport was covered by LAP. For the children, who re-
ceived lunchboxes, cakes and sweets, it was a wonderful change from their usual daily existence. 
On Monday before leaving Indonesia Frank was also able to join with several of the LAP case workers and visit five children living in the Tanjok Priok 
harbour and dock areas of North Jakarta. These visits again highlighted just how worthwhile is the support we give for these children. One of the visits 
was to a nine year old boy with a dismal future being not only HIV positive but with heart and respiratory problems requiring him to use an oxygen 
mask ( supplied by LAP ). The love, affection and attention being given by his grandmother (and grandfather) in their small living area was very obvi-
ous.  
The next opportunity for our parish to help the work of LAP will be October this year. 

PALM SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE & WALK FOR JUSTICE FOR REFUGEES: Sunday, 20 March 2016, 1.00 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
East Melbourne 


