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Liturgy Times this Week 
Sat  6.00pm  St Anne’s 
Sun  8.30am St Anne’s 
               10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon 9.15am St Anne’s—Liturgy of Word 
Wed         9.15am  St Anne’s 
Thurs 9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri 9.15am St Anne’s  
 7.00pm St Anne’s– Way of the Cross 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am OLMC 

 
6th March 2016 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 

Psalm Response 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless 
glory! 

I will rise and go to my father and tell him: Father I 
have sinned against heaven and against you. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless 
glory! 

 
Parish Priest:  Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest:  Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.: Sr Jose Noy RSJ  
Pastoral Coord:  Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School:    9744 3055 
Principal:  Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9740 7344 
Principal:  Paul Hogan 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. 
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

 
LET US PRAY FOR 

Sick:  Carmel BRENNAN   Robyn HARVEY Jesse 
HOGAN Judy HOGAN Elaine KING Jeff LEONARD  
Phillip PAYNE Bill RICHARDS   
Russell SHOEBRIDGE John TADD Mary VICTOR   
 

Recently Deceased:  Paddy BROE Frank  
CUNNEEN Ray KING Bryan LOCKWOOD Elizabeth 
PISANESCHI  Melanie NONIS 
 

Anniversaries:  Peter CANNON Philomena  
FRANCIS Bill HOGBIN David VARRESE Jelka 
ZONEVELD 

 
 

THE PRODIGAL SON AND THE PRODIGAL FATHER 
Our gospel selection today (Luke 15:1-32) opens with the Pharisees accusing Jesus of 
scandalous behaviour by eating with sinners. In those times, who you ate with reflected 
on who you were. To eat with sinners made you a sinner. 
Responding to this accusation Jesus gives us the parable about the lost  son being 
found. In Luke, there is a strong focus on Jesus welcoming the lost, the outcast, those 
on the margins. 
In the parable, the lost son has distanced himself greatly from Jewish custom and cul-
ture. Firstly, he demanded his inheritance, effectively treating his father as dead. Sec-
ondly, he travels to a pagan land and finally he is feeding pigs who were considered 
unclean and forbidden to the Jews. He has alienated himself from his family and cul-
ture. He has been prodigal, that is wastefully extravagant, losing all his inheritance. 
The father runs out to meet and embrace his son. The father too is prodigal in the ex-
travagant welcome he gave. To eat meat was rare– only on great feasts. The father 
gives him a fine robe and a ring, a sign of sonship, sandals a sign of being family. Only 
family had shoes, they were not given to slaves so that they would not run away. 
 
THE SCANDALISED OLDER BROTHER 
He is like the Pharisees who criticized Jesus for dining with sinners. He was a stickler 
for the rules and has no sense of compassion. 
Sometimes we are the other brother, resentful that someone seems to have had too 
easy a time of God’s forgiveness whilst we say “Look, all these years I have slaved for 
you…..” 
In his first book as pope, “The Name of God is Mercy”, Pope Francis says God never 
tires of forgiving and actually prefers the sinners who repent over the self-righteous 
moralisers who do not.  
“Jesus goes and heals and integrates the marginalized, the ones who are outside the 
encampment. In so loving, he shows us the way.” Pope Francis writes. 
 
FORGIVENESS CHANGES HISTORY 
In 1994 when Nelson Mandela came to power in South Africa, throwing off the evil pow-
er of white supremacy, he could have tried to ‘get even’ by revenge and punishment. 
Instead, he established a ‘Truth and Reconciliation’ Commission. When a person admit-
ted at a public hearing to racism, they would be reconciled to the new national commu-
nity. Civil war was averted. 
We have available a private session of the Truth and Reconciliation Sacrament. Espe-
cially in Lent, we have the opportunity to reveal the truth of our situation and say with 
the younger son “I have sinned against God and those I have harmed.” 
Our heavenly Father, who had already started running towards us when we ap-
proached the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance in earlier times), and embraces us. 
 
OUR RECONCILIATION SERVICE FOR LENT 
In this Year of Mercy, we have our service at St Anne’s on Wednesday 16 March at 
7.30pm with four priests offering absolution of our sins. 
The Pope’s Lenten message ends with “Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favour-
able a time for conversion! We ask this through the maternal intercession of the Virgin 
Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely bestowed upon her, was 
the first to acknowledge her lowliness (Luke 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble 
servant (Luke 1:38) “ (26 January 2016)  
 
“WELCOME HOME, CARDINAL” 
Was the greeting from Bishop Richard Chartres, the Anglican Bishop of London to Car-
dinal Vincent Nichols, leader of the Catholics in the U.K. on 9 February as they prayed 
the Evening Prayer of the Church (Vespers, or Evensong) in the Chapel Royal, at 
Hampton Court Palace. It was the first time in 450 years that a Catholic service had 
been held in the Chapel. 300 people were present. Much of the prayer was in Latin and 
concluded with the famous Marian hymn “Salve, Regina” and the National Anthem. The 
aim of this historic liturgy was “Dialogue between faiths is much needed and welcomed 
in these turbulent times. We need to recognize that we have more in common than not.” 
      …...Kevin McIntosh 
    



God’s mercy has no bounds …..Lenten Pro-
gram Resource 2016 
 
LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM: “When have you known God 
as truly Father to you? Recall it and talk to him about it? Let the con-
versation take its own course, and then sit quietly for a few minutes. 
This gives the Father a chance to speak directly to your heart and even 
if you don’t hear it, your heart will register it just the same. 
Which “room” in the House of Mercy will you visit this week– empathy, 
trust, tenderness, acceptance, forgiveness, compassion and under-
standing? 
 

PARISH POSTIES:  the Easter edition of the Parish Neighbourhood 
Newsletter is printed and ready for distribution. We would love to hear 
from anyone who would like to help with delivering newsletters in your 
local area (or if possible to help in other areas). Please call the Parish 
Office on 9744 1060 with your details.  
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW STUDENTS: in Prep (Foundation) 
Year at our schools as we celebrate the Eucharist together today with 
their families. Their art work is displayed in the Gathering Space. 
 
 

CONTEMPLATION BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  
will be offered each Friday from 9.45am to 10.45am in the Chapel 
(except when the Church is needed for a funeral or other communal 
liturgy). A time for silent, personal prayer. 
 

PARISH PLAYGROUP:  will replace Kinder Kinda due to funding 
changes for the Victoria University Program. The sessions were a 
structured educational based play session. Due to the changes, we will 
now run an informal play session every Tuesday from 9am-10am in the 
Parish Centre starting 12 April 2016. All welcome. 
 

SUNBURY CHAPLAINCY ANNUAL DINNER:  Tuesday 15 
March at 7pm, Goonawarra Golf Club Restaurant. Two course meal 
$30, Pensioners $25, Students $20. This is a great opportunity to meet 
the Sunbury Chaplains. Bookings Essential by 9 March; Helen on 9744 
3031 or 0407 506 507. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY COMBINED CHURCHES OF SUNBURY:  will 
hold their service on March 25 at 10am in Memorial Hall with Fr Kevin 
beginning the Service. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  to Ivana Roberts as her mother 
Elizabeth Pisaneschi entered eternal life last week. Elizabeth has been 
seriously ill for two years. Her Funeral Mass was celebrated last Friday 
morning  in our church. 
To Judy Lockwood as her husband Bryan entered eternal life last 
Tuesday. He had been seriously ill for two and a half years. His Funer-
al was celebrated last Friday afternoon in our church before the com-
mittal in Lancefield Cemetery. 

The following children from our parish will be baptized this Sunday: 
Katherine MCCONVILLE 
Levi STURMA 
Lily WARDE 
Wyatt MCCARTHY 
We joyfully welcome them to our parish community of the 
Church 
 
PROJECT COMPASSION:  this year Caritas celebrates 50 years of the 
national Project Compassion campaign. Over the past 50 years Project Com-
passion has enabled Caritas to work in partnership with local communities in 
118 countries. Your support has enabled Caritas Australia to assist marginal-
ized communities throughout Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific as 
well as Australia’s First Peoples. 
The theme for Project Compassion this year is Learning More Creating 
Change.  During this Lenten season, the Church invites us to be more loving 
and generous with our time, our talents and our material possessions. Let 
God’s abundant love motivate us to reach out to love others, family and 
friends, neighbours and those who need our compassionate love. 
Prayer: For our community: that we may reach out especially to those margin-
alized members of our society who need our friendship and care. We pray to 
the Lord. 
 
ART FOR THE HEART:  exhibit your art, craft and writings of loss, love and 
hope. A free community service provided by Tobin Brothers Funerals. Regis-
tration and Enquiries to www.tobinborthers.com.au/artfortheheart or phone 
9373 7000 or email artfortheheart@tobinbrothers.com.au. Registrations close 
Friday 8 April 2016. Exhibition will be held at Parliament House, Queens Hall 
2-5 May 2016 free admission daily from 9am—5pm. 
 
ST MARY’S COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, will 
acknowledge 50 years on Swanston St and the Loreto Sisters’ leadership of 
the College (1918 – 2013) with a Jubilee Mass to be celebrated by Archbish-
op Hart at the Chapel of the Holy Spirit at Newman College, 887 Swanston St, 
Parkville commencing at 3pm on Sunday 13 March, followed by a Garden 
Party in the St Mary’s Courtyard. The Musical Directors are Ms Fiona Dyball & 
Sr Deirdre Browne ibvm.  Alumni, friends and supporters of St Mary’s are all 
warmly invited. RSVP for catering purposes to the College on 9349 9555 or 
secretary@stmarys.unimelb.edu.au 
 
MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 8 March 10.30am-3.30pm Lenten Day of Prayer–  
    Melbourne Priests 
Wednesday 9 March 5.00pm  Liturgy Planning Team 
    7.30pm  Baptism Preparation  
 
TWILIGHT SCHOOL:  UBUNTU Australian Tour at Salesian College, Sun-
bury. An unforgettable experience embracing masterful drumming, evocative 
songs and mind blowing dance moves. Held on Tuesday 12 April at 7pm. 
Bookings through www.kwaya.org. 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Nil CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Lucy Gatt St Anne’s Church –Margaret Crooks Beth Girdwood Bernie Owens  
COUNTERS Gerard Duggan Julie Reddan Anne McCormick  GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer John Porta LECTORS:  Angelo Altair Joe Kloss 
Des Dowling Jo Spiteri MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Yvonne Rozario Pauline Sharma Angelo Snell Jim O’Brien Dawn West-
wood Sue Wight Patricia & Angelo Altair  8.30am Lloyd D’Crus Rex Jacob Lili Lupa Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew 
Swann Liz Richards  10.30am Julie Reddan Anne Smith Sylvester D’Souza John & Sheila Stafford Moira Sullivan Aileen & Terry Sweeney  
5.30pm Will Honner Maria Mallia Rita Rocco 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Sunday 6 March  10.30am Mass  Prep Family Mass 
Sunday 13 March  10.30amMass  5th Sunday of Lent 
Saturday 19 March  6.00pm Mass  Catholic Education Week 
All children are welcome to be part of Children’s Liturgy of the Word which is held in the foyer of St 
Anne’s Church.  



Lenten Parish Liturgy Program: 
Fridays in Lent   Way (Stations) of the Cross   St Anne’s  7.00pm 
Wednesday 16 March  Parish Reconciliation Celebration  St Anne’s  7.30pm 
Thursday 24 March  Holy Thursday    St Anne’s  7.30pm 
Friday 25 March   Good Friday– Way of the Cross  OLMC   9.00am 
    Combined Church Service   Memorial Hall 10.00am 
    Good Friday– Veneration of Cross  St Anne’s  3.00pm 
Saturday 26 March  Easter Vigil    St Anne’s  8.00pm 
Sunday 27 March   Easter Sunday    St Anne’s  8.30am, 10.30am 
         OLMC  5.30pm 
 
LENT FOCUS: YEAR OF MERCY:   
One of the corporal works of mercy is to visit the sick:  sickness can come in many guises– physical, mental and emotional. Not all the sick are 
‘in care’. Identify ‘the sick’ amongst your family, friends and community. How are you a loving presence for them?  
Most suburbs have hospitals, aged care and assisted living facilities. Identify those in your area. Is there a volunteer visitors program you may be able 
to join? Alternatively, ask if there is one lonely patient who would appreciate ongoing contact? 
From Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation reflections written by Br Mark O’Connor FMS and originally published in Kairos Vol 22. 
 
One of the Spiritual Works of mercy is to comfort the afflicted. When Jesus was on Earth, he was well known for his ability to cure the afflicted. 
He would often get choked up with emotion and compassion for those who suffered. In our life today, it is very easy to be de sensitized to the plight of 
those around us. Sickness comes in many forms. It is up to us as disciples of Christ to give comfort to those around us and be sensitive to their 
needs. Have you asked people “How are you?” and not really waited for the answer.  Well maybe they aren’t OK and need you to notice. Maybe you 
have too much going on and turn a blind eye to the issues of those around you.  We are not all doctors and nurses who can heal the sick, but words 
of comfort and  acts of  compassion are so important to those who feel desperate, lonely, gravely ill.  May we comfort afflicted hearts “choked up” with 
compassion for the afflicted– and be what Christ was. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE: INFANT VIABILITY BILL PETITION:  Dr Rachel Carling-Jenkins MP has introduced an Infant Viability Bill 2015 into Parlia-
ment. The current Abortion Laws passed in 2008 are currently unethical and need to be changed. Did you know the current laws 
 Allow abortions to be performed to the point of birth 
 Babies in the womb who are viable (around 23 weeks gestation) are being aborted 
 It is not necessary to provide medical care to a baby who survived abortion 
 No counselling or support is given to the mother after an abortion 
 
Support Needed: the 20 Week Movement is an initiative supporting the Infant Viability Bill, recently introduced into the Victorian Parliament by Rachel 
Carling-Jenkins MP.  
The Infant Viability Bill legitimately seeks to reduce the harm caused by the Abortion Law Reform Bill 2008 (some points mentioned above) by seek-
ing  to: 
 Strengthen provisions of care for pregnant women in distress 
 Place limitations on abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy 
 
As such, the initiative has the support of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. If you feel these laws need to be changed, please sign both petitions at the 
back of St Anne’s Church or come to the Parish Office. Please sign both petitions as one goes to the Legislative Council and one to the Legislative 
Assembly of Victoria. These are due by 14 March. Contact the 20 Week Movement at infantviabilityact@gmail.com or 0412 521 143. 
 
SUNDAY EVENING MASS: returns to OLMC Church at 5.30pm from this weekend. 
 
 
 
 

 


