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Liturgy Times this Week 
Sat   6pm  St Anne’s 
Sun   8.30am St Anne’s 
  10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm St Anne’s 
Mon  9.15am Liturgy of Word 
Wed  9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri  9.15am St Anne’s 

 
3 January 2016 

Epiphany of the Lord 
Psalm Response 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

We have seen his star in the east, and have come to 
adore the Lord 

Alleluia! 
 

Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB 
Pastoral Assoc.: Sr Jose Noy RSJ  
Pastoral Coord: Lyn Plummer 
 
St Anne’s Primary School: 9744 3055 
Principal:  Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School: 9744 7344 
Principal:  Paul Hogan 
 
Baptisms celebrated on Sundays. 
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 
 

 
LET US PRAY FOR 

Sick:    Fr Peter CARRUCAN  Nic DE RIDDER   
Kevin DUTTON  Jeff LEONARD  Sean McINTYRE    
Anthea WALKER  
 

Recently Deceased: Christopher SEGRAVE  
 
Anniversaries: John D’SOUZA James MCGOV-
ERN 

THE EPIPHANIES (REVELATIONS) OF THE  LORD 
 
Matthew’s Gospel 
St Matthew’s Gospel is the third oldest of the four and was written for the Chris-
tians who had converted from the Jewish religion. Matthew stresses how Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the Jewish faith. 
The first three chapters of  Matthew’s gospel each has an extraordinary event: 
In chapter one, Joseph hears the message of an angel in a dream while he is 
asleep. His whole life is changed as he takes care of Mary and the baby to be 
born. In Chapter two, the wise men from the gentile east follow a star and their 
lives are changed by the encounter with the Christ-child whom they honour as a 
king offering their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. They are changed and 
return home by a different way. 
In Chapter three, many people with John the Baptist gathered at the Jordan 
River for Jesus’ baptism hear God speak at Christ’s Baptism “You are my be-
loved Son”. 
In each of these events from Joseph to the few wise men, to many with John 
the Baptist, the circle of God’s glory is revealed in increasing circles from one to 
a few to many. Jesus is becoming more public and lives will never be the same
– their lives changed. 
In all three events in the three chapters, the recipients are open to God’s plan. 
Joseph is open to be a father and husband. The wise men, foreigners, are open 
to the Hebrew scriptures. The chief priests and scribes and Herod were not 
open to receiving Christ. The people at Jesus’ baptism were open to his 
preaching. 
 
The Goal of Matthew’s Gospel 
Matthew wrote for the early Christians mainly former Jewish believers who were 
struggling to come to terms with the movement of the good news of Jesus to 
the gentile (non-Jewish) world. Matthew wants to reassure his community that 
all who recognize and honour Christ are welcome in the new People of God. St 
Paul makes the same point in our second reading today (Ephesians 3:2-6) 
where he writes that pagans (non-Jews) now share in the same inheritance that 
they are parts of the same body (of Christ). 
 
The Epiphany and Us 
Today’s feast challenges us to examine how open we are to God’s plan and to 
examine how welcoming we are to others especially from another race and 
culture like the wise men from the east. God’s love is for all.  
The equality of all people is the basis of the women’s movement for the right to 
vote by women is so well depicted in the current movie “Suffragette”. New Zea-
land and Australia were pioneers of giving the vote to women by 1902. Some 
countries were much later– Italy (1945), Switzerland (1971) and Saudi Arabia 
(2015). 
Other rights of women are still not fully granted. In Australia, on average women 
earn less than men, hold fewer managerial positions. The domestic violence is 
another area of inequality and lack of respect. The harassment of women in the 
workplace has been revealed in Defence Force (28%) and Victoria Police 
(45%). 
In 2015, sport revealed the equality of women when Michelle Payne won the 
Melbourne Cup, and Kristy Clarke was the first woman owner to win the Sydney 
to Hobart Yacht Race last week. 
 
        PTO 



Today’s Selections of God’s Word 
Today, we listen to three different genres of scripture 
texts. In the first reading, we have jubilant poetry from the 
Prophet Isaiah (60:1-6). In the second reading, St Paul is 
writing to the Ephesians (3:2-6) is using technical words 
to teach precise theology. While Matthew’s gospel (2:1-
12) is story-telling, a dramatic narrative. 
 
In Gratitude for the Year 2015 
Let us give thanks for all our blessings received in the 
past year, both personally and as a community. We thank 
the 800 or so who witness to their faith by taking part in 
Sunday Mass in our parish each week. 
 We thank those donors to Stewardship which 
allowed us to continue to operate by paying our expenses 
of maintenance, insurance ($29000), debt reduction 
($125000), salaries, diocesan levy ($31000), humanitari-
an project for Jakarta orphans ($14000), St Vincent de 
Paul Appeals ($4500 Winter Appeal). 
 So many parishioners gave their time and ener-
gy in about 45 ministries to fellow parishioners. Much 
service is given out of the spotlight– those cleaning our 
churches (saving $30000), setting the churches for Mass-
es and Baptisms and Weddings, washing Altar Linen, 
Bingo helpers, maintenance team, Ministers of Commun-
ion to the sick and housebound, school canteen helpers, 
classroom helpers, youth sports helpers, counters, mem-
bers of the education board and school advisory commit-
tees, PTFA’s, musicians and singers, youth group assis-
tants, Legion of Mary, Knights of the Southern Cross, 
Social Justice committee, parish historical committee, 
liturgy planning team, neighbourhood coordinators, parish 
posties (102), lectors, altar servers, welcomers, Baptism 
preparation teams, St Vincent de Paul Society members, 
parish centre committee, Children’s Liturgy team, Charis-
matic Prayer Group. 
 
 On a personal level, I thank you for your prayers 
and financial support during 2015. I also thank Fr Bert for 
his continuous ministry among us– he celebrated four 
Masses for us over the Christmas weekend.  
 …..Kevin McIntosh 
 
SUNDAY EVENING MASS IN JANUARY & FEB-
RUARY : as last year, our Sunday Evening Mass at 
5.30pm during these two months of summer will be cele-
brated in St Anne’s Church which has air-conditioning for 
the health of those taking part. 
 
BLESSED MOTHER TERESA (1910-1997) Pope 
Francis on the advice of the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints has recognized a second miracle under the 
intercession of Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Her canoniza-
tion will be on 4 September 2016. 
 
 

The following child from our parish will be baptized this Sunday: 
Max Debono 
We joyfully welcome him to our parish community of the Church. 
 
THANK YOU:  “I have been humbled by the well wishes of my fellow pa-
rishioners. Thank you” …..Jo Wiegerink  
 
SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH CENTENARY: In 2016 Sunbury Parish cele-
brates 100 years of the Sisters of St Joseph living and working in our Commu-
nity. 
We will celebrate with them next month on Sunday 21 February 2016. For-
mer students of the Sisters in Sunbury are also invited to work on the plan-
ning group. 
Anyone wishing to be involved in the planning of this great celebration please 
contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060.  
 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS:  from Friday 1 January 2016, 
the first Friday of the month there will be a Praise and Worship service at St 
Anne’s Church from 7pm-8.15pm. This service will be organized by our 
OLMC Youth group. Please support their efforts. 

FIVE CHRISTMAS MASSES:  were celebrated with just over 2000 parish-
ioners this year. Thanks to those who assisted with car parking, welcoming, 
music, servers, children’s involvement at the two early Masses.  

CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY OF ST MARY MACKILLOP:  please 
come along and celebrate the birthday of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop at 
All Saints Church, King William St, Fitzroy on Friday 15 January 2016. Mass 
at 11am followed by light refreshments and the traditional cutting of the cake. 
Everyone in welcome as we begin to celebrate 150 years of the Sisters of St 
Joseph. 
 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD:  Unlike the writers of the horoscope columns 
in our newspapers, these Wise Men were scholar astrologers, probably from 
Syria or Iraq. They believed that the stars controlled the destiny of human 
beings, but they were open enough to the Hebrew scriptures to be led to the 
amazing discovery of a star-child in Bethlehem. 
They knelt before this baby, doing homage, because they realised that the 
stars did not control this infant, but that there was something of this baby 
which caused the night sky to respond! They preserved the child from the 
deadly schemes of Herod, and then they returned to their home country, ‘by a 
different way’. They were on a different journey after encountering the Child.  
Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the 
manger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting 
each and every one to become seekers after Truth. 
As a person responds to this prompting and tries to lead a good humane life, 
then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them into the saving life 
of God. Thus, billions in China and India who have never heard the Gospel, 
can be saved. But, such persons do not savour the fullness of Truth as we do 
with the privilege of having the scriptures and the sacraments. Where it is 
possible, we are obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth.  
We can take a moment to affirm our faith in the baby in the manger as the 
One of whom Dante spoke: ‘the Love which moves the sun and other stars’. 
Come, let us adore him.  © Fr Michael Tate  
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE: Simone Murphy  CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Snell Family St Anne’s Church –Nil COUNTERS Frank Busuttil Jenny & 
Peter Ryan GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer Pam Fairbairn LECTORS:  Angelo Altair Lyn Mandouit Julie Reddan Kevin Crowley MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Vicki Heath Paul Hogan Garnet Jacob Paul Fanning Albert & Diana Mastramico Val McManus Sashi Nair  8.30am 
Lili Lupa Liz Richards Glenda Shanahan Graeme & Lynne Simpson Andrew Swann Tom Allen Assistance Required  10.30am Moira Sulli-
van Bernadette Anderson John Bottams Christine Cassar Johanne Dajic Judith Davis Johanna Fahey Assistance Required  5.30pm Will 
Honner Maria Mallia Rita Roco 


